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| A Diſcovery of _ 


GLORIOUS LOVE 


The love of Chrig? Yo. Belecvers. 


opened 


e Truth, 
In chedT ranſcendency, wor 
© CSweetneſſe,. 


Together with the neceſſity that Iyes up- 

on every Beleever to ſtrive after the ſpiritual 
and experimentall knowledge of it. 

Being the ſum of fix Sermons preached | 

v7 upon Epbeſians 3. 19, | 
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Py Joun Durant , Preacher of the 
. Goſpel inthe City of Canterbary. | 
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, pre will. make thy lov? to be endo more” then 
wry 4 wine, ©, Cant.-1. 4+ 


Tame 2p LEBMIN IVA NAN, 


He ; Lpought me jno the houſe of wine , and bis bamer 
pf Lover me was love, Cant. 2, 4. 
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Rybert Earle of Warwick, Xc, 


a Notle Lord, 

ESD2 Preſume your Lord- 
MAD (hip wel knows,that 
JUL 6 = ( brifts love us Ou rſoul 
SHS and thetefore ſal) 

life : Then (and indeed not till 
then) doe we live, when we Chi- 

joy divine love : "Our boſomes 
cannot breath forth the breath of 
life , before Chriſt 4reaths 7x the 
breath of love, 

Indeed, its the mrſery of moſt, 
that they are ſtrangers to this 
truth, To ſpeake to many of the 
Lord Jeſar, and to tell them, of 
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| [To the Right Honourable 
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_ The Epiile Deaicatory. 
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a life in love above what ſenſe feels, 
and of 4 comfort, a glory,?a happr- 
neſſe flowing from thence, far ſur- 
mounting what ſight ſees, 1s a my- 
ſtery, which they cannot percerve 
(nor indeed beleeve)) for tis foo- 
L:ſkaeſſe unto them. Not only the 
News-mongers at Athens counted 
this News which they never 
heard-of ; But even the Phzloſo- 
phers there themſelves accounted 
Pauls preaching of theſe things a 
ſtrange dotirine. 
But I hope I may without 
either falſezeſſe or flattery ſay :' 
your Honour is well acquainted 
with theſe things. As experimer- 
tally knonize, that all your hozor, 
« oy, felicrty,lyes in this, that you 
know the love of Chriſt paſsing 
knowledge. . 
And this is oze ground of this 
dedication of theſe cn{uing Ser- 
mOons. 
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T) be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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mons. But its not the ozely| 
ground, For ; 

I defire by this alſo to declare 
to the world,and your ſelf, how 
ſeaſitle and mirdfull 1am of thoſe 
otligations,which your Honour hath 
laid apou me; not onely by your | 
lownrng of and reſpeft anto my per- | 
ſoa, but (which 1 prize moſt)my 
Mziiſtery. | 
| His PCT {on 1s above my PT aile; 4 *Vuia lau- 
{whoſe pez hath Ztted the com- _ a lay 

. . - | datovns 

| mon way of dedicatrons. But his | 6 ts we- 
ground was,becaule for the moſt | rs. 
part they oneby flatter. And'yet - INE 
he allows of dedications , when | sacon de 
the argument of the Buoke agrees | *Tenment. | 

«| ſcren. /6b.x, 
with the perſon to whom tis dedica- | yg.rg, 
ted, The confideratlon of which | 
[ hope (as hath been hinted, will | 
ſecure me from his , or others 
cenſure. 
Beſides, I know, there isa dit- 
A 2 terence I 
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The Epifile Deatcatory. 


he hath not z// beſtowed his Lene: 
| fits, | 


ference between flattery,andgra- 
titude ; though the one be odr 
ous, as a vice; yet the other 1s 
amiable, as a wertue : And tis at f 
this which I have aimcdin this 
dedication. 

I know that the bare remem- 
brance (how gratctull ſoever )! 
of favours reccived,is no requztal. 
But yet, though it ſerves not to: 
remunerate the favour , yet *twill | 
to wmazcate the benefator , that 


_ My Lord, If I ſay thatT can- 
not requzte all your favours , zts 
zo more then all know : And if 1 
fay, that Chriſt can, itsno more | 
then, I know you beleeve, and I | 
deſire, Twill be no over-exaltins 
of Chriſts love , nor any diminu- 
tion unto your favours ; It I lay, 
that the leaſt graine of love from | 
Chriſt | 


— 
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con to you,will abundantly com- | 


penſate all the weight of your love to 
me. And this (My Lord) is not one- 
ly my prayer , but my beliefe in your 
bchalfe, 

I ſhall not trouble your Lordſbip 
with many words. Onely let mee 
have leave to ſound in your cares 
two words of the Lord Jeſus ; the 
one wasa word of Propheſie , the 0- 
ther of Advice, 

I, His word of Prophefie was, 
The love of many ſhall wax cold, Its 
your duty to ſearch, and twill be your 


| bonour #0 finde , that there isn9 fulfil- 


ling of that in your ſoul : But alas ! who 
can ſay, that he ſees not too great a 
falflling of this in himſelfe ! Oh! 


the decay of love, zeale, aivity , ap- 


|pearance,evc. in the things of Chriſt 


that is every where ! Its a thing 
that calls for bloooy tears 3 that be- 
fides the abounding of iniquity in ene- 
mies, there is ſuch waxing cold of l;ve 
in friends.I have ſomrimes thought 
Chriſt ſpake this Pripteſie (as Paul 
did his rehearſall,;viz. )weeping. 

A 4 IT. Chriſts 
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Phil. 3. 18 
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the. 


' 11. Chriſts word of advice was 
this, Strenggben the things that remaine, 
that are ready to dye.Its well that under; 
ſpirituall decayes wee have any| 
thing that remaines ( happy they! 
who have not loſt all.)Its wiſdome to 


ſtrengthen that which languiſheth; 


(holy they that ſtrive to do thus:) 
and the following Sermons may be 
helpfull herein, If 'the Spirit lay 
this truth ppon our hearts, That | 
Chriſt loves us with a tranſcendent love; | 
*rwill at once make ws bleed for 
ceolings, and burne(yea blaze)a freſh | 
with the fire (internally) and flames 
(externally)ot love to Chriſt,bas pec= 
ple, bis truths, bis deſignes,&c. 
| But I have gone beyond my in- 
tentions, though I hope not beyond 
your acceptation, If you will per- 
mit me toadde, that I amin the 
number of thoſe , who both praiſe, 
and pray for you, and prof eſſe to be much 
obliged to you. 1 ſhall rrouble you no 
farther , ſave with thedincere ſub- 
(ſcription, that Iam, My Lord, 
Teur Eoxeurs ſingularly obliged Sou 


ſervant, JonuN DuRaxT. 
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ALIA ACARACAARALRAL: 


To his beloved Friends, 


the godly Inhabitants of 
the Town and Port of Sandwich, 
Particularly. 
T be Congregation over which 


the Holy Ghoſt hath made my re- 
werend Brother (Ar.FRAN C1s 
PRENTICE ) Gverſeer. 


Beloved in Chriſt, 

9] Orxever thiſe who arc 
re [on the world, may ac- 
AL ccunt the wnſutng Ser- 
mons riddles, and paradoxes : yet 
to you (whom I hope (hrift bath ta- 
ken out of the world ) they are 
experienced truths. 'Its true, yee 
know them already for I baweprea- 
ched them to you.) But that you 
mizht have them 12 rememtrance 


I have been willing to Print them 


for 
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The Epiſile .Dedicatory. 
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ye. ;-roored 
or ſettled 
25 upon a 
firmefoun- 
dation. 


for you; And yet ot for you only, 
but for as many as belerye 1n the 
Lord Feſus. 

It was Peters care to perpetuate 
thoſe things by writing, which he 
had preached by word: Thar ſo a 
bett his hearers knew,yet they might 
be eftabliſhed * in the truth.Ce;- 
tarply next to the knowingof truths 
is the eſtabliſhment zz them, which 
ſome wanting, are gone aſide after 


| 4iTy UVARIHES. 


Tis true; your eſtabliſhment 
primarily, and cauſally depends 
oz the Spirit. But yet ſecondarily, 
and inſtrumentally, zt is attaraed 
unto by theword.For therfore it was 
that Peter writ ( as be ſays 2 Pet. 
I.12.) 4zd ſurely his writings were 
words. Azd yet the words of Chriſt 
were nat bare letter : No , they 
were ſpirit and life. And the truths 


of Chriſt beld forth by any, accord- 
| . 


ing 


ths 


—_—— _—— 


| The Ppijlle Dedicatory. 
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ing to the meaſure of the gift 
received, are as truly Chriſts words 
now,as when he w.1s here on earth: 
elſe how could Paul [ yg thatC i hriſt 
came and preached to the Ephe- 
fians, az4 was evidently crucifi- 
ed before the Galatians ( as trs 
Eph.2.17.4ad Gal.3.r. ) zeither 
of = heard of C hriſt.till after bis 
aſcenſion. T hope it wil be no pride 
but a Sratctull and neceſſary wit- 
nefle to the grace of Chriſt, if 
ſſayT have Fth ſpcke and write 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and 
asthe (| pirit hath given utterance. 
Yea and that ann 4 meaſure alſo I can 
ſay, that thoſe things which I 
have heard and ſcen, I have de- 
clared unto you, that your joy 
might be full. 

1 know nothin 2 ſo arreftly tending 
to both the truth, and fulnes, of a 
Saints joy (of which] account my ſelf- 


#tl;- 


Kat Jax 
8s, 1.C. AC. 
cording ro 
the eies 


ſight, 


2Cor.1l!/, | 


—— 
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| 2Cor. 5.14. 


| aut. 5.c. 


the ſelfe 


ſame, not 


21other. 


2 F —_ 
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| otliged to bea helper) as the knowr- 


ledge of the lvue of Chriſt. Now this 
is the ſubjeF Ltreate of. And this I 
aefzre to put you 1h remembrance of 
as knowing nothing more ſtrong, 
ard conftraining * anto daty,then 
joy ſpringing forth of this well of 
ſalvation. 

1 ſhall zot troutle you with a large 
Epiſtle. 4 words only 13; this publick 
view (for ſo ts printing )T ſhal leave | 


| with you:as my witneſſe untoThriſt 


:n ſome preſent truthszow dented) 
which T deſire may never Le 4 Wit- 
neſle againſt You, 

That Jeſus whom wee preach, 
and whole love we declare,is the 
ſame Chriſt ſtil: e.z. the ſame God 
1 mans nature(which ts the choyce 


thing tr him .capalle of being 


anoynted, and ſo of making him 
Chrift \ he that aſcended, is the 
ſame that deſcended,and he _ 

C- 


_— 


—_— 
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The Epiſtle Deatcatory. 


deſcended is the ſame alſo thataſ- 
cended(as tis Eph.g.9,10.)He flil 
retazns the humain nature whzch 


ſameGod,butman.1ts true the man- 
rified, but tis not annihilated, hzs 


in body. The man zs ſet downe on 
the r1ght hand of God, Heb.lo.12. 


the ſame manner in which hee 
| aay, 1o ſhall he be ſeen in like 


rit, as that he is gone out of the 
fleſh. But albeit his all and onely 
| preſence Le now in ſpirit ; yet hee 
ſhall come again and all eyes ſhal 
ſee him:azd they alſo who pier. 
| |ced him, andall kindreds of the 
| earth 


A 


once he took:and ſo 1s ſtil not only the| 
hood or fleſh of C' hviſt 1s now glo- 


body 7s made glorious, but ſtill tis | 
2 This Jeſus ſhal come again in | 
manner commeng 42am, Amt.n.lo | 


11.He 7s 70t ſo ſwallowedup in ſpi- Vs 


p 


— 


did aſcend,as he was. viſible(ever | * 
to the eyes of the fleſh)when he went” 


—_—_ 


The IETY —_— 


Lu. 12.42- 


: himſelf: diſcoveries of that love of 


| found giving the houthold their 


— 


earth, as it is ApOC. I. 7. Whe- 
EVer ſhal ſay theſeScriptures are Rot 
to be taken in the letter (1 know 
I have the mind of Chriſt jff T ſay 
in this)be hath not the ſpirit. © 

3 That til this comming again, 
we are to waite for him,and up- 
on him inthe ſpiritual, and yet 
external obſervation of the Gr- 
dinances of the Goſpel. And 
them we are to expef,and ſhal find, 
the ſweet and ſpiritual tncomes of 


which I treat. 

4 That intheday of Chriſts 
comming agatn, thole Miniſters 
will be Tound þ! led, who as 
faithful & wiſe Stewards ſhal be 


portion of mcat in due ſeafon. 
And theſe Saixts wil be Uamles,wrho 
in that day.ſhal be found exerciſed 
in,and yet Irving above the wn mo 


—— 


 ThesE piftle Dedicatory. 


uation of preaching, fellowſhip, 
prayers 4zd breaking of, bread, 
which Chrift hath commanded to be 
kept up til he come. 

And now (beloved )what 1s the pan- 
ting of my ſpirit, hoth for my own 
ſoul,foryours,and for al theSaints? 
Is it ot this 2 that the morning of 
that day would dawn 2 15 zt zot, 
that the ſhadowes would fly away 
and that the day ſpring from on 
high, m7ght agazrz ( 72 the glory of 
Chriſt{God and man)vilit us? Swre- 
ly theſe are the dgily groanings of 
the ſpirit; me: But with theſe there 
1s alſo a mixture of ſighs : «þ ! that 
the ſpirit nwould make us diligent, 
that we may be found of him in 
peace, without ſpot, and blame- 
Icfle: ad oh! that wee may bee 
counted worthy to eſcape all 
theſe things which(zz part are al- 
ready)come to paſſe : aud to ſtand 


before 


| 


| 
Chriſt is 
aremys yt 
the day 
dawnings | 
and anne! 
G1. e.che | 
lighc brin- } ' 
ger,and he | 
is alſo the | 
morning 
ar. 


2Pet 3.14} 


The Epiſtle Dedlicatory R 


Rom. 2.2, 
| 6rioau/0y- 
Fay. if, O 
commit as 
{a choice 
treaſure, 


_— — 
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before the ſon of man, yea and doh! 
that when the Lord ſhal cal us to 
an account, concerning the ora- 
cles, the ordinances which he 


hath committed * tous: we may 
be found, 1 Neither as having 


defiled them with our ownc'in- 
ventions:Nor 2 as diſ-eſteeming 
them upon pretence of our at- 
tainments:No,mor3to have made! 
them our reſt and confidence.But 
I ſhallſigh the reſt zz ſecret. 7 be- 
ſeech you beleeve that my heart un- 
derwrites thts, that I am, 


Yours iintirely affeQionate in 
' the love and labour of 
the Goſpell. 


Ton N D'v RANT, 


SERMON 
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| 
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$9 , DE DEDEDDEDED 
A word to the Reader. 


[* theſe Sermons I preſume thou 
wilt perceive the plaimneſſe of man; 
and my prayer is, that thou mayeſt 


| 


| 


Spirit. 

T be time of their preaching , was 
(ſome fix years lince ) even then 
of the day of Englands tremble. At that 
time they were accounted ſcaſon- 
able. 


The matter of them , is ſome Goſpel 


likewiſe perceive the power of the | 


this makes me thinke they can nc- 
ver be unfeaſonable. 

The manner of their delivery, was ( as 
ic ought to be nor with enticing 


p:icity and plainneſſe of the Goſpel. 
The end g:4s,and is, next to Chriſts 
a __ 40 


light,of the glorious love of Chriſt , and 


words of mans wiſdeme. But inthe fim- | 


{ 


To the Reader. 


| glory, thy good (O beleever!) who 
ever thou art; and if this be not at- 
tained, I muſtcry out, 7 have laboxr- 
ed in vaine | And 

"Two requeſts I have unto thee. 

The firſt is , that thou chbaritably 
cover the failings of the Preacher. Re- 
| member the beavenly treaſure of the 
Goſpel, is in eartben veſſels. 

The ſecond is, that thou careful 
corre the Errata's of the Printer, 
which by reaſon of my abſence 
| from the Prefle could not bee a- 
voided. 

Tf to theſe two thou wilt over 
and above adde thy prayers for me,that 
I may ſtill be inabled from an experi- 
mentall knowledge of Goſpel truths to 
publiſh the ſame unto poor ſouls ; Thon 


my pains ia this , even oblige me to 
a publication of ſome other Papers. 
In hope whereof, I ſubſcribe my 
ſelfe, 
Thine in the fy and 
renoth of Goſpel- love. 
| Fa $5 Darant. 
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wile doe more then requite me for| 
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x. B _ Know- 
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SERMON I. 
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EPHES. 3. v. 19. 


And to know the love of Chriſt which 
paſſeth knowledge. Wo 


Nowledge is the perfedi- 
K on of the rationall crea- 
V ture; It is that where- 
by -wee Come -73 Oe? 
SQOD9 wer lw ( as the Bhi- 
loſopher ſpeaks) #. #. to partake of 
Divinity, to belike unto the Deity. 
Gol is light, and:knowledge;and the 
more we partake of it, the” more 
like. we are to him. Now' by bow 
much the likelier we are unts God', by 
ſo much the nearer we come wp'to" perfe- 
Aion. 
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To the Reader. 


| glory, thy good (O beleever!) who 
ever thou art; end if this be not at- 
tained, I muſtcry out, 7 bave laboxr- 
ed in vaine | r'g | 

"Two requelts I have unto thee. 

The firſt is , that thou charitably 
cover the failings of the Preacher. Re- 
member the beavenly treaſure of the 
Goſpel, is in eartben veſſels. 

The ſecond is, that thou careful) 
corret# the Errata's of the Printer, 
which by reaſon of my abſence 
{| from the Prefſe could not bee a- 
voided. 

Tf to theſe two thou wilt over 
and above adde thy prayers for me,that 
I may ſtill be inabled from an experi- 
mentall hbnywledge of Goſpel truths to 
publifh the ſame unto poor ſouls ; Thon 
wile doe more then yequite me for| 
my pains ia this , even oblige me to 
a publication of ſome other Papers. 
In hope whereof, I ſubſcribe my | 
ſelfe, 


ate. 


Thine in the ſincerity and © 
ſtrength of Goſpel- love. 
| John Durant. 
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EPHES. 3. v. 19. 


And to.know the love of Chriſt which 
_ Paſſeth knowledge, on 


RO Nowledge i the perfetti- 
K on of the rational crea- 
ture: It is that where- 
by -wee Come 73 @e:Z 
DD QO9QDS prey lu ( as the Phi- 
loſopher ſpeaks) 1. e. to partake of 
Divinity, to belike unto the Deity, 
God is light, and:knowledge;and the 
more we partake of it, the' more 
like. we are to him. Now' by bew 
much the likelier we are unts God', by 
ſo much the nearer we come wp perfe- 
ion. | 7 oh 


» _  Know- 


Note. 


* 
Fe 


"The truth of Chriſts love . 


_ Knowledge 3s. exceeding precious © Tt 
muſtneeds be fo, ith ic tends to 
perte&tion. Indeed, as Againas laith 


meane in it ſtlfe , Jet the very ad of ſce- 
ing #x{weet : So alſo he determines 
| of knowing, that How ever the ob- 
je& be low and poore, yet the 
very aft it ſelfe of knowledge, is 
high and precions, _ | 
Now ot dll kitowledge there is none 
(precious, nor ſo ptrfeing as that which 
is divine. Other 'knowledge ( viz, 
bamaine ) can make ns perfe& onely 
axmen : This knowledge (vit.Di- 
vive) gives us aperfeftion as Saints, 
But, | . + og 2 142. 
Of all divine knowledge.tbe knowlede | 
q of. Feſus Chriſt inthe light of love, is | 
precious, as tending moft to the per- | 
 fe&ion of our ſoules:: ' As there are | 
degrees'of- luſtre 'in the. heavenly | 
lights;ſo there are degrees of glory 
in divine truths, Every Star 1n the | 
Firmament hath a glorious light; 
but. yet: the light of the Sunne ex- 
ceed them all in glory : And every | 


of feeing , Tbough-the objec of fight be | 


| 


| 


| 


truth 


— _— R 


SE 


to Beleevers. 


_— 


DB —_— 


ven of Divinity) hach a peculiar ex- 


| cellency in it, and the knowledge 


thereof is precious : Bute Jeſus 
xity*s heaven) hath a tranſcendent 
excellency in him, and to know 
bim,doth far moretend to the per- 
feting of our ſoules, then the 
knowledge of any , or all divine 
truths 'elſe beſides, Therefore it js 
that Payl accents this knowledge 
wich an- excelency , Phil.3. 8. Tea 
doubtleſſe (ſaith he) I comnTallthings, 
but lofſe, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge. of 'Cbrift Feſus wy Lord. And 


for albeit. 'hee had attained the 
knowledge: of other things, yet 


| without this, he had been art a lofle 


in point of ſoul-ſacred perfe&ion, 
So that how ever other knowledge 


(as being ſome way perfeRing and 


| precious) be defirable; yet there is 


no knowledge'which is ſo \to bee 
defired (* at leaſt by Saints )-as the 


knowledge of Jeſas Chriſt. 
| But 


truch ( which is as « Star in the hea- | 


Chriſt (who is as the Sunne in Divi- | 


certainly Paul might well ſay thus; 


oo. 
"y 
4 M4 4 A. 
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The truth of Chrifts love 
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'But yet, as although the 'Sunne 

'be the moſt glorious of the heavenly 

ights, yet mortalls receive more 

comfort by its beat, then by its 

light : In like manner, though the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt be the 
moſt tranſcendent of divine truths; 
yet our ſouls receive more ſweet- 
nefſe by the warmth of hu love, then 
by the luſtre of bis light. Looke as 
Moſes could not ſee the glory of God 
live , and yet muſt dye except be 
ſaw bis grace : Even fo our ſoules 
cannot ſee'the ſuſtre of the bripht 
| beames of Chriſfts glory, and live ( wee 
maſt dye'ere we can behold that) 
yet notwichſtanding we muſt ſee the 
light of the boſome-love of Feſws , or elſe 
we dye. It this light dawne not up- 
on our boſomes; if this knowledge 
{hine not into our hearts, we ſhall 
finke and dye in our ſoules, eſpeci- 
ally if wee are in feare ot any 
{troubles, 
Hence it was; that the Apoſtle 
Paxl among the reſt of thoſe preci- 
ous Petitions, which he puts up to 


Fs 


Fs (8, the 


Fe 
* © 
Js =_ _—_—— = —_ — —_—_— ts - 


——OO——O——— 


to Beleeyers, 


—_—_ 


the Father of our Lord Feſws , inthe 
behalfe of the Epheſians , leſt they 
ſhould faint at bis tribulations ; hee 
adds this, that they might know 
tbe love of Chriſt which p iſſee knowledy, 

I ſhall briefly give you the context: 
that it may give ſome light to 
the Text. 

The Apoſtle having hinted. in 
the firſt verſe of this Chapter that 
he was a priſoner of Fe;jus Chriſt for 
the Epheſians, who were Gentiles; 
|and having alſo upon that ſpoken 
ſomething of the excellency of the 
Gofpel 5 and the warrant which hee 
had to preach the ſame unto 
them (which two things were as 
two great ſupporters of him in 
his ſufferings ) hee comes in the 
fourteenth verſe to pray for the 
Epbefians that they might not 
faint at-bis tribulations, Now there 


might faint at newes of his tribu- 


B 3 . _Syints 


| 


might be a donble ground of the | 
Apoſtles feare , why the Epbeſrans | 


I Sympathy , Tt is uſuall with | 
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Note. 


Saints to ſympathize each with 0- 
ther in their tribulations. And 
Paul npon this ground, might 
rightly thinke, that the tidings of 
his impriſonment would be ſad to 


| theſeEpbefans;and happily he might 


feare, that out of their tenderlove, 


both to his perſon, and preaching, | 


they would bee over ſad, by ſym- 


pathy, 'to underſtand that now | 


their Preacher was in priſon, 
.-2-Feare leſt themſelves might meet 

with the like ſufferings, For what 

might they thinke : Is Payl in pri- 


| ſon for preaching the Goſpel,, then 


fure-may we feare the like for re- 


| ceiving. the Goſpel. 
It is commonly ſeen, that the re- | 


ceivers of Goſpel-truths ſuffer as well 
a the revealers. And certainly (the 
Epheſians might ſay ) we ſhall bee 
accounted as faulty for our faith 
in, as Paxl isfor his preaching of 
the: Goſpel. This peradventure 
they. might argae, and feare, and 
faint. Therefore the Apoſtle bend- 
eth-his knees to him who alone 8 
able 
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able.tokeep from ,. and lupportin. 
faintings, i.e. To the Father of our 

Lord Feſus ; And three things hee 

beggeth in the behalf of the Ephbeſi- 

ans that they might not (upon any 

ground) faint at his tribulations. 

| 1 Divine ſtrength, That he would 
grant according to the riches of 
his glory , that they might be ſtrength- 

ned with might by bis ſpirit, in the inner 

| man, verſ{.16, The ſpirit of man (the 
Apoſtle knew) was weake , andſo 

' would faint, unlefſle God did. 
| ſtrengthen it, therefore he begs the 
Spirit of Ged (which is the power 

| from on bigb) for their ſtrengthening 
in the inner man , that they might 
not faint intheir outward man, 

2 Chrifts inbabitation. That Chrift 
may dwell in your hearts by faith, 
faith he,verſ. 17. If any thing will keep 
up the heart from fainting , it 3s the in- 


preſence creates comfort, And there 
is no ſuch fence-againſt fainting 
| under any feares as Chriſt in the! 
| {oule. The inhabicacion of Chriſt 
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dwelling, of Chriſt with the ſoule.Chrifts | 


Note. 


P_ 


EN Ba with-| 


—_— -—_ — - 
—_— OY On OP —_—_—_ W—_— 


The 'trmth of Chriſts love © 


alien. ud 4 hoc 
> 


td 


within , will ſupport the- ſoule 
from ics faintings at tribulation 
for Chriſt withour, 

3 The knowledge of Chriſts love : 
That they might know the love of | 
Criſt which peſeth bnowledge;as tis in 
the Text. Paul well knew the power 
of Chrifts love and the efficacy ther- 
of this w ay. So that now you may 
gather up theApoſtlesPetitions into 
one Prayer, and you may conceive 
him pouring out his heart after 
this manner : 

*T boy Father of our Lord Feſws, fith 
© thou art the Ged of all comforts , and 
© comforteſt thine in all their tribulations, 
© fo that they faint not ; vouchſafe to 
© erant according to the .riches of thy | 


| © grace, that the Epheſians may not faint 


© at my tribulations. And to this end, 
* ſtrengthen them by thy Spirit of power 
© in their inner men; fill them by the glo- 
© rious preſence of Chriſt dwelling in 


i them 3 but above all, let them know the 


© ove of Feſus Chriſt which paſſeth 
* knowleage, 


Thus you ſee by the Context, the 
__rif 
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to Beleevers. 


drift and ſcope of the Text. But be- 
fore I ſpeake any further to it, 1 
muſt cleare one thing, which hap- 
pily may be an occaiion of doubt, 
and that is the ſeeming unreaſsr.4ble- 
reſſe of this part of Panls prayer : For 
may ſome ſay, what reaſon is there, 
that Pay! ſhovId pray for that, 
which he hints is impoſiible ? why 
ſhould hee pray that the Epheſians 
might know that which he exprefly 
ſaith , was above knowledge. The 
love of Chriſt which paſſeth 'knowv- 
ledge, 
There bee three- things which 
may fatisfie this ſcruple , and de- 
monſtrate the reaſonablenefſe of 
this requeſt, 

1 Admit the love of Chrift bee 
above knowledge, yet *cis not 
unreaſonable to defire to know 
it, For look as albeit the fulfi Fing of 
divine precepts be absve our puwer , yet 


notwithſtanding it is to be in our endea- | 


vour. Inlike manner , albeit the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, of Chrifts love , though 
its above cur intelletuals , yet it mey be 

m 


Doubr. 


SatisfaRi- 
on. 
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| in-our defires, The ſame infinitenefle, 


{ taining of that which cannot bee 


| Iedge of the love of Chriſt , by the 
| ligbt of reaſon , yet as Saints by the 
| light of faith they may; eſpecially the 
| Holy Gboſt (in the mean time) ſhed- 


; Rom.5 5» 


{ tobe above knowledge, in regard of 
| its perfeion of degrees, ſimply in regard 


' which grace puts in the will, ma- 
king ic endeavour to fulfill that, 
which it cannot; nay, yea and doth 
alſo put on the defire for the ob- 


obtained. But, 

2 To know the love of Chriſt 
may be ſaid to be above know- 
ledge wich reference to men , as 
men ; not unto Saints as ſuch, In-| 
deed the /firit of marz is not able to 


know or ſearch into the love of | 


Chriſt ( that is above its know- 
ledge: ) But theSpirit of Chriſt is able 
bath to ſearch into, and to reveale 
his love. And though Chriſtians as 
men , cannot attaine to the know- 


ding it abroad. in their bearts , as "is 


3 The love of Chriſt may be ſaid 


of its parts. Tis 
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"Tis true, the perfe& knowledge | 
of Chriſts love paſſeth the ander- 
ſtanding of men,and Angels(which 
p is its glory: )But yet in ſome meaſure ol 

| it may be known (the which is our 
duty.) For that which cannot be 
| knowne perfedily (in the higheſt de- | 
gree ) may yet be knovne partialh 
(and in ſome meaſure, ) 

Thus the Text may be cleared 
ſrom the doubt propoaunded. Now | 
there are four ways in which I ſhall | 
look upon this Scripture, and ſo 
ſpeake unto it. bY? 

1 As it includes the truth and reality | Pvifion 
| of Chriſts love to the Saints, 
2 As it concludes the beighe and roy- | 
L alty, or tranſcendency of that love. | 

3 As it holds out the Apoſtles de- | 
| fre, that the Epheſians might know 
both. 

4 As it containes the ground of keep- 
ing up the Epheſians bearts from faint- 


ing at Pauls tribulations, which is the 
1 drift and ſcope that Paxl drives, 
or aimes at in them. 
And thus there will be four Do- 4 


Aarines | | 
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@rines which I ſhall take up, and 
' ſpeake unto from theſe word. 
DoRtrines | I: There zs love in Chriſts boſome to- 
fromthe | wards allbeleevers. 

20m Il: That leve which Chriſt beareth | 
| to beleevers is a tranſcendent love. 

| II: Its a thing of neceſſary concern- 
| ment for every Chriſtian to know the 
tranſcendent love of Chriſt. 

IV: The Spiritual knowledge of the 
tranſcendent love of Chriſt towards be- 
teevers, 34 of ſpeciall efficacy to keepe up 
"ra bearts ſrom fainting under-any trou- 

le. - 

I begin with the firſt, ( which 
however it might more fully bee 
gathered from another Text, yet 
becauſe it)will be a good foundati- 
on for the following diſcourſe,and 
is cſeare enough in this place,T ſhal 
briefly ſpeake unto it now, viz. 

There is love in Chriſts boſom towards 
| «lt beleevers. 

I fuppoſe it is clearly ( couched 
at leaſt) in theſe words, ſcizyce ſup- 
poſes ens. Paul would not donbt- 
leffe pray that the Epbeffans might 


now 
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know that which was not: Things | 
muſt be, ere they can bee knowne. | 
Nothing falls under the under- 
ſtanding, till it firſt bee in be- 
ing. 

I ſhall briefly open the point, 
and. then proove it, and apply 
Wn: 522] 
How love may bee ſaid to.be in 
Chriſt \ as any other affe&ion') 1 
ſhall not need co inquire : Though 
happily love may be ſaid to bein 
Chriſt as God ( for:as he is man 
there is no doubt of it) in far more 
proper ſence, then any other paſ- 
hon.may, becaufetis ( as it were) 
| 
love,1Fobn 4.16. | 

' What the love of Chriſt is; I ſhall 
not curiouſly define. The Mora- 
liſts have ſo many difinitions of love, 
that indeed tis hard among them 
|(as the proverb)js to find this wood for 
trees,i.e.to know what love is,amieng 


| 


with 


his eſſence: God being(as Jobn faith) | 


their various definitions. 'there-| - 
of; Patling by thereforetheir nici- } 


Point 0+ 
pened. 


How love 
way be 

faid to be 
in Chrift. | 
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tics, 1 ſhall content my fſelfe 


| this 
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{ thing, in wiſhings and working for its 


hath the ſame-power over all the 


| fretching' out of the heart. Looke as 
hatred contraRs and'gathers in, ſo 


this plaine deſcription of love. 

It is the commanding affe@ion of the 
Joule, conſiſting in the expanſion or go- 
irg out of the heart, towards « perſon or 


good. 

Icall it an afe&i#n, and the com- 
manding one : it being indeed on 
all hands aflented unto. Love is 


Lucen regem in the ſoule, And it firs 


upon the Throne commanding all. 
Ies the Centurion in the boſoume, and 


affeRions , 'which the Centurion 
hath over all his ſervants. - 
I ſay it conhlifts in the expanſion or 


love'opens and dilates the heart. 1 
adde, that it conliſts( in the gene-| 
rall}in wiſhings and workings for good; 
I doe nor ſpecifie the end, for that | 
deſcribes, and denominates the 
particular kindesof love : There-| 
fore only in the generall, I fay ir; 
confiſts; in the going out of the! 
heart,. in wiſhing and working for 
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the good of the perſon, or thing 
loved. 

So that now, when I fay that 
there is Tove in Chriſts boſometo- | 
wards all beleevers: I meane, that 
the commanding affeion of Zeſus Chriſt 
4 ſet upoy-tbem 3 that bis beart is open, 
and ſtretched out wnto thews ; and that the 
wiſings and workings of his ſoule are to- 
wards them for good. 

By Beleevers, in a word, I under- 
ſtand all thoſe who cloſe with Chriſt us 
tendred in theGofpel. How ever therebe 
differente berween chem in the de- 
grees of their faith,and the ways of they * 
light:yet al agreeing in this, that they 
ſee themſelves toft withont Chriſt, | 
and that'God the father doth freely 
tender him in the word of grace : | 
they doe thereupon goe out in the | 
ſtrength ayd fincericy of their ſouls 


to imbrace him as he is tendred: | 


They are beleevers all of them ; 
and in this thing Chriſt puts no dif- 


ference (as tis Atjs 15.9.) betweene | 


them ; but burnes in his boſome 
with reall love towards them al]. 


| 


who they 
aregdeſcri- 
bed, - 


Belcevers 


| 


_ 
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| the point, ifT ſhould bring all thar 


| 


| Chriſt loveth beleevers, for Chriſt 


_ 


For proofe , I ſhould but darken 


cloud of wimeſſes, which would glad- | 
ly come and ſer ſeale to this ſweet 
truth, Aske Fobn,and he wil witneſle 
that Chriſt bved bim, He was in- 
deed a boſome-beloved beleever,; and 
ofhim its often ſaid, he was the di- | 


| ciple whom Jeſus loved : yea and Fobn 
{will witneſſe for more then hims | 
ſelfe : Hee faith Jeſus Joved him, 


and all belcevers beſides him : for | 

ſpeaking to them he ſaith : He (i.e. 
Chriſt) bath loved us, Apoc. 1.5. Call 
$= Pay! , and hee will prove that 


leved bim 3 and ſuch was the love | 
| that Chriſt bare to Paul that he pro- | 
| fe{[-th that he conld, nay, did live | 
| pon 1:, T live(ſaith he )by the ſonne of : 
; God who loveth mee, Gal. 2. 20. Nay | 
Paul further beares record to this. 


| truth, and wirneſſeth, that Chriſts | 


Love ſtretcheth forth ig ſelfe ro eves | 
ry beleeving ſoule, we «re (faith he) 
maye then conquevers, through him that 
loveth us, Rom, $8.37, I ſhall addeno ' 


| ore \ 
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more teſtimonies to 'prove this 
|trath, 'Even the Teaſt belcever, 
though bur a babe, is able co liſp iri 
the Ianguage of this love, and cell 
you that there isa divine fire of love 
in Chriſts boſome, burning brighely 
towards belecyers, + 
I ſhall hint 3 Demonſtrations of 
the do&rine taken from the beha- 


which will evidently clear cordiall 
[love unto them. 


riour of Chriſt towards beleevers, | 


z Chriſts eye is alwayes on beleeverg, 
land he takes delight to looke there 
| where they are. The eye is thezadex 
| of love. Iris a ſweet ftarre alway 
ſhining over the hearts and houtes 
ofthoſe whom we love. The pro- 
verb te]1s us, wherewe love, there wee 


the rewlings of Chriſts eye : how that 
ſill they are toward beleevers: will 
you liſten to Chriſts Jove in its lan- 
Snage this way ? Let me ſee thy coln- 


Chriſts 
love de- 
monſtra- 


ted. 


i 


| Oculus 4- + 


morry 
| ANAL 


you - | Hbi amor 
looke, Now it is eafie to obſerve | ubi oculus. 


tenaxce ( faith be to the beleever) for 
it is lovely, Cant. 2.14, Such is the, 
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pleaſure that Chriſt takes in be-'; ,Thyp. 


pcarance 


| 
| 
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ie. Thou 
haſt hear- 


tened me, 


. | with thy fight. How can we qtie- 


holding of beleevers, that he ſeems 
ro live upon their looks, and ſpeaks 
as if hee were raviſhed with their 
light, Thou baſt raviſhed my heart, my 
ſiſter, my ſpouſe, thou baſt raviſbed my 
b2art with one of thine eyes, Cent. 4.. 9. 
He ſpeakes once and againe ( as if 
he did ſucke {weetnelſe from the 
ſpeech) thou haſt raviſhed my heart 


{tion Chriſts love to beleevers,when 
his eyes are thus fixed on them, that 
their fight doth raviſh his ſoule. 
Build upon it O beleeving ſoule ! 
Chriſts delight in looking on thee 
doth demonſtrate his love to thee, 
He peeps through the Iatteſles, to 
declare his love, Cante2. 9 Nay as 
if he were over powred ( as indeed 
ſuck an effe&, doth a look of love 
produce) while he beholds belee- 
vers he ſaith, Turne. away thine eyes, | 
from me,for they bave overcome me,Can. 
6.5. The wordis, JPN and ic 


ignifies bave made me proud, Or as | 


| Oyr-margent hath it, bave puft me up, 


Chrift 
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the looks of beleevers; his eye is on 
| chem, andhis heart is taken wp , if 
their eye be on him, 


beleevers, The tongue is loves Trum- 
pet, The breathings of the heart 
fill the lips with ſounds of love: 
Love that is ſecret in the boſome, 
ſounds ſweetly in the breath. Speech 
| as a filver Trumpet loudly ſounds 
love. Its ſaid of Shechem the ſonne 
of Hamor , that his ſoxle clave unto 
Dinah the daughter of Jacob , and the 


'| tongue ſpake it; for it is added, 
that be ſpake kindly to the Damoſell,Gen. 
34.31. Beleevers, Chriſts tongue 
bewrayes him. His lips ſpeak his 
love to you :: Qh how ofc hath 
Chriſt ſpoke ſweerly to thy ſoule, 
O beleever ! Canſtnocthon gather 
by his [peaking to thy beart, ( for that 
is the Hebrew phrale for ſpeaking 
kindly)the love of his heart ? How 
nearethy heart, O ſoule! do thoſe 
words of thy Saviour goe ? If any 


Chriſt ſeems to pride himſelfe in | 


| 


2 Chriſts tongue (peaks bis love to 


Text faith , he loved ber, and. his | 


i C 2 thirſt. 
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thirſt, let bim come and drinke fretly. 
Doth not his heart open as a touri- 
taine of love in this ſpeech ? And 
ſpeakes he not. to thy heart, i.e. 
very kindly when he ſaich ,- 1f thou 
doe but thirſt , come and drinke ? Aske 
the poore woman that had the 
bloody iflue ? Marke 5. whether or 
no Chriſt did not ſpeake to her in 
the language of love, when he ſaid, 
Daughter thy faith bath made thee whole: 
Poore heart, ſhe had touched him 
as ſhee thought at unawares; and 
when {hee heard him ſpeake of it, 
ſhe trembles as if ſhe expeRted words 
of wrath : But while ſhe touched 
his garment ſecretly , love touched 
his heart ſweetly, and his tongue 
beſpeaks it, when he called her 
Daughter. And as Chriſts tongue 
trumpets out love, when he fpeaketh 
to, ſo when he ſpeaketh of belee- 
vers. O the bigb Epitbites, (4. e, 
that which he addes to beleevers 
names, when he ſpeaketh of their 
perſons!) how rheterical/, how en- 
comiaſticall is the language ' of his 


_ Jove! 


 |them, were but either fained or fond, | 


to Beleeyers. 


lave! when he ſpeaks of his Spoule: 
Thox art faire (ſaith he )tboy art faire, 
thou haſt doves eyes ; thy baire i as a 
flacke of goats,thy teeth are like a flock of 
ſhegp;tby lips are like a thred of ſcarlet,thy 
necke like the tower of David,exc.Cant, 
4-1,2,3,4 As belcevers declare their 
love to Chriſt by ſpeaking highly 
ofhim; ſo Chriſt declares his love 
to beleevers by ſpeaking highly of 
them, If beleevers call him the Lilly 
of the valſies , he calls them the Lilly 
among the thornes, Chriſts love will 
not permit him to ſpeake of them 
in low language, Thus the lips of 
your Lord, O beleevers ! arca de- | 
monſtration of his love to you. 

3 Chriſts aftions ſeale to the truth,and 
ſtrengthen the demonſtration of the Do- 
frine, If there were nothing but 
the eye or the tongue it might bee 
feared , leſt the love exprefſed by | 


But aRion following.theſe,ſeales it 
up,that the love is not complemental}, | 
but cordiaf. Tf love be onely in the 
lip, it is without life , and it may be 
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ſaſpeted as counterfeit. But when 
men not onely ſpeakes, but atts love, then 
love lives, and is love indeed. Indeed 
where love is in cruth , it will bee 
ſeen in at; every ation being, oge- 
ly loaves lacky to goe of its errands, 
and loves Max. to doe its worke. 
Now ſhuuld we take a view of the 
ations of Feſus Chrift, we ſhall ſee 
chat thy ftcive to excell and ex- 
ceed his words in the declaration 
of his love to beleevers, I (hall one- 
Y hiat ac ſome as intending the 

arger diſcourſe of them in the next 
Dottrine. 

1 "Conſider Feſws Chriſt mani- 
feſting bimſelfe , and his ſecrets 19 belee- 
ving ſoules : and this will demon- 
ſtrate the truth of his love, Dalilab 
queſtions the truth of Sampſons 
love, from the concealment of his 
ſecrets from her- : How canſt thor ſoy, 
T love thee , when thy heart # not with 
me, laith ſhe,7udg. 16.15. Thus ſhee 
ſeems to argue, where there is love 
in truth, there will be a commu- 


nication of ſecrets : But chis I find | 
—_ 


—— — 


—_ — 


to Belkevers, 


-o- © — 
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— 


not in thee, therefore I queſtion 


whether thou indeed dofſt love me. 


—_— 


How ever Dalilah did, or might ar- 
gac thus againſt her Sampſon, belee- 
vers cannot argue 'fo 


boſometh bimſelfe to beleevers, the 
ſecrers of his heart are with them. 
Chriſt tel]s his Diſciples that hee 
would manifeſt bimſelfe unto them, 
Joh.14. The ment of the-world are 
ſtrangers to Chriſts affe&tions, and 
therefore they are fo to his ſeerets. 


minde of the Lord , becauſ&*hre 
doth not love them : But we ({vith 
Pu!) that is, wes t#ho are beloved” 
by Chriſt, we Wave the minde of 
Chrift, I Cor.2 16;'*Looke as the 
Father loveth the Son, aid de-! 
clares it by chis, that he ſeweth bi 
all tbings which bim(#lfe doth, ] ob. 5.40 
In like manner, che Son loveth'be- 
leevers, and aftually 'demonftrates 
ic by this, that. he declares -all 
things ( 7. e. all cheſe ſecrets which 
were needfall for them to-kn6w'): 


againſt their | , 
Saviours love.. The'Lord: Jefas wi- þ 


«i... - 


RE --" thay 
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Carnall people doe not know the | 


Y 


I <a +» 


— _ — 
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CE eons 


md 


| that be beard of the Father, Joh.15.15 
The ſecrets of Chriſts Cabinet- 
comncell. are with thoſe whom hee 
loyes, 2b 24; 1 | 
' 2: Ebrift often takes beleevers 'to big 
bowſe, and feaſts them. Thus we deale 
with our friends, and thus we de- 
| clare to them our loves; Chriſt 
deals ſo with'his, The King bath 
(i brought me jnto bis Chamber,Cant.1.4. 
 , _ | Nay, he hath: brought me into his 
= bangueting bouſe , Cant.2.4. When 
| David would declare his love to 
| Barzilai, he ſaid, Come thou over with 
me, ad I willfeed thee with the at Feru- 
ſalems,. 2 Sam.19.23, Thus Chriſt 
often ſpeaks, and declares his loye 
to. beleevers, Come thou to mee 
poore ſoule,'and I will feed thee 
with me in Jeruſalem. Nay,Chriſt de- 
| clares his love:, not onely by invi- 
ting and veloging belecvers to his 
houſe;- but alſo'by comming to 
| theirs, He doth ftand at their door,and 
knocke, and if they will but open, 
he will enter, Fpec, 3.6. if they love | 
|him-ſo much as to let him in , hee 
= will ' 


— 


to Beleevers. 


L ——_ 


{ will come and declare his love by 
dwelling with them, Joh. 14.23. And 
hee will feaſt with them in their 
 houſe,j,e. their hearts. And becauſe 
he will declare hee comes to ſhew 
loye, he will make the feaſt at his 
owne coſt, He bath gathered his myrrb 
with bas ſpice, for this parpoſezas 'tis 
Cant3.T, 
3 Chriſt unites himſelfe to beleevers, 
and in 'that demonſtrates that kee 
loveth them. AﬀeCion begets uni- 
on. Auſtin (long agoe) defined love 
to the junAare of two in one. Amor 
eſt j unura duo copulans;Love it makes 
one of two, It is ſaid of. Fenatban 
| and David, that their ſoules were 
bnit together, 1 Sam.18.1, Chriſt and 
beleevers are knit together, and 
itis Chriſts lyve which makes the 
bnot, Its a more then morall unioa 
which is between Chriſt and be- 
 leevers, they are not onely his 
| friends and brethren, but his Spouſes, 
and Members, If he be a bead , they 
ſhall be the bedy; and if he be a vine, 
they are the branches: Nay the union 


OO ——C—— 
o 


| 


be. \ 


——_— 
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betweene Chriſt and belcevers, is 
nearer, then that of \the wine 
and branch:s; of no branch can ir 


vine, and the vine in it: But of beleevers 
tis ſaid, Cbriſt is in them, and they are 
in bim. This union demonſtrates al- 
ſothe truth of Chriſts love to be- 
leeving ſoules. -I ſhalt now make a 
word of Application,and conclude 
this point, There be but three uſes 
unto which I will ſpeake; 
- Information, 
viz, a uſe of anſon and 
Counſel. 

Thje I. The point informes us of 
the fwetineſe of Chriſt to all the Saints. 
O how ſweet! how kinde!how gra- 
4 <ious! is Jeſus Chriſt ro belcevers, 


{weet unto you. Ruth at the confi- 
deratiqn of Boaz his love, fallech 
on her face, and faith , Why bavs I 
found grace in thine eyes, that thou 
Ihouldeſ® take bnowledre of me, ſecing 1 


All 


be ſaid (properly ) that it i in the 


 thas to minde ther, thus to ſet his | 
heart upon. them, Belcevers, the| 
Lord loves you; Is he not in this| 


- to Beleevers. - 


b—_—— 


am 4 ſtratger. Fallon your faces bes 
leevers ;. you were once. ſtrangers to 
Jeſus Chriſt, but you have tound 
grace int his eyes 5. your names. are 
written Upon his heart in letters of 
love : well may you ſay that Chriſt 
is ſweet, ſceing he loves (ach ſtran- 
gers a$ you weree, The King of 
Iſrael is ſurely ſweet in ſetting his 
love upon you, who were ſtrangers 
\unto Urael. O how happy artthou, 
O poor beleever,in being the obzet 
of thy Lards Jove ! The meanelt be- | 
leever may raiſe up a very bigh ſtru- 
ure of happineſſe , upon this corzer 
fone, Chrifts love. O how bleſfed 
art thou in thy beloved ( poore 
ſoule!) and how ſweet is hee,to 
thee! that hath alway a fire of love 
burning in his boſome towards 
thee, 

. 4], This point 4s very comfortable 
tO beleevers. ls a cordial/to you, is 
ic not, O beleevers!that C hriſt doth 
loveyou'? doth it not revive your 
hearts (nr brehren) co hear, thar 
he who is the Lord of life, and 
glory | 


A— 


— —— — ; 
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grace and love to you? Jeſus Chriſt 
who bath written upon bis garments, 
Lord of Lords ; hath alſo written upon 
his boſome love to beleeverr. Gertainl 
(bcleevers )) could ycu butſee how 
near you are to Chriſt, how highly 
be prizeth you, how dearly he loves 
yon 3 I ſhould not need to bid you 
 fejoyce, or be glad, or be of good 
comfort. | 

Objet. No, will the ſonle ſay, 
Indeed you need not, if T c.uld bat 
fee that Chrift loved mee , but I doubt 
\ that. 
Ref. Doubt it not ( O beleevin 
| foule) but be confident , and in that 
| confidence bee comforted : Chriſt 
 Ioves yon, and that ( as wee 
ſhall ſhew hereafter) with a tran- 
| ſcendent love, 
Objef. But its good to have a 
ground of confidence; and in vaine 


| glory io himſelfe, is a Lord of} 


(hall you comfort me , if I fee no 
reafon in your words. Why what 
reaſon is there that' Chriſt ſhould love 


mee ? 
| Rel, 


| | pon whom be will. Chrift will love | 


| cauſe, and 7 feare be will take it. And 


_A— 


to Beleevers 


| —_— 


Reſ. Chriſts love is its owne reaſon. | 
He therefore loves becauſe he will. 
It thay be the vanity of our wariton 
love, that we love meerly becauſe 
we love: But its the glory of Chris 
love, that ke doth ſo. The reaſonwhby . 
Criſt loves thee (O poor ſoule!) is in 
bis owne boſome. If thou looke in thine, 
thou wilt not finde it ( becauſe tis not 
there ) but look ap into Chriſts boſome, 
and there it is. He will bave mercy | 


thee, and doth love thee (Q belze- 
ver) becauſe be wil, Doe not there- | 
fore ſtand queſtioning why be ſbould, | 
but be. comforted , and rejoyce in 
this that be doth love thte , even thee 
(O poor ſou).) Though it way be 


thy taith belittle , yer Chriſts love | 


to thee is true.” | 
2. But though he love menow; 
will he love me gill ? wil ot Chriſt | 


diſlike me bereaftcr,aud upsn that diſlike | 


deſert me ? Sure I am I ſballgive bim 
certainly if Chriſt deſert, 1 dye, I can 


rot live longer then I bave his love. 
| «Hy A. Nei- 


————_ 
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A. Neither dye, nor doubt, poor 
ſoule! Thy Lord fo loves thee,that 
he will not leave thee; or if he doe 
for a time, hee will not alway, 
Cbriſts bowels burne with love , audthat 
fire however ſmathered for a time , will 
| breake out in 9 flame at laſt, Chriſts 
loveis like himfelfe , immutable 
and unchangeable. Love # Chbrifts 
life as well as thine : He will not ſure- 
Iy kill himfelfe by deſerting thec. 
Thou canſt not live except Chriſt 
-doe love, neither can Chriſt. Your 
Lord hath ſwarne ( and ſurely if bee 
bresk bis oath be dyes )that the moun- 
taincs ſhall be removed,but his love 
ſha}! nor leave thee. 

ObjeF. Oh-! But thygh Chriſt doe 
kp: m:,yet men hate me.l cannot be ſo 


cheertull in Chrifts love , becauſe 
I mect wich the creatures wrath. 
Rep. 1 pity thee poore creature, 
Thou halt the love of the Potter, 
and thou feareſt the wrath of the 


potſb:1d. Why art thou ſo weake,as| 


to i:!nke under the creatures wrath; 


while thou haſt ghe Creators love- 
"FI , Be | 
-— 


— 


= 


— 


. KU 
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to Beleevers. 
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Be of good comfort, Chrift can 
breake in peeces all thy enemies 
with his tron red, while in the mean 
time hee'l comfort thee with his 


Shbepberds-crook. Why doſt thou | 


droop at the hatred of him, who 
dwelleth in a Tabernacle of clay, 
and not rather triumph in the love of 
him, who is ſet downe at the right band 
of the Majeſty on bigh, Looke up be- 
leever ; heaven is cleare over thy 
head, though the earth be dirty un- 
der feet : Though thou be in a ſtorm 
among the creatures , yet the Sunof 
lbve ſhines on thee from Chriſt. He 
ſmiles and loves thee, what though 
men frowne and hate thee ? Feare 
not him who hates thy body , and 
at worſt can bart deſtroy that ; re- 
joyce rather in him, who loves thy 
ſoule, and at the laſt will raiſe up 
thy body from the grave, and give 
| thee a glorious body like unto his 
| owne; and fill thy foule with eter- 
nall joy in the injoyment, of his 
everlaſting love, | 

The laſt uſe of the point is for 


connſel. 


@———— 
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counſel, Sith Chriſt loves the Saints, 
I would: (farcly. the point might, | 
and doth ) counſell;both, the world; 
and beleevers, 
Firſt, you men of the world; If yon | 
' thave an ear to beare, beare : Chriſt loves | 
| beleevers, be ye connſelſed to doe the like, 
Certainly Chriſt will take it well 
at your hands, if you love theni 
who are beloved by him. His 
friends are ſometime ftrangers in| | 
your land, uſethem well, ſhew| 
thern love,purt it upon Chriſts ſcorez 
{ he loves them, and he will reward 
you : Jeſis Chriſt doth ſo love be- 
leevers, as that he will notleta cap 
| of cold water, given to them in bis name, | 
| (that is , becauſe hee loves them ) 
goc unrewarded, I fay it again,fith 
Chriſt is gracious, and loves belee- 
| vers, be ye wiſe-and love them allo, : 
However take beed that ye ds not wrong | 
them. It you will not doe them 
good , beware you doe them no 
hurt : Beleeve it, if you doe,Chrift 
loves them. and he will nor beare it. 
Tremble , le ( while you life up / 


your.\ 


—— 4 —_— 
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ratho againſt beleevers) that 


eſus Chriſt who loves them, daſh 
you in peeces, Beware of perſecatin 
Chri ſts beloved ones under pretences. It 
will be buta poore excuſe, to ſay 
they were Schiſmaticks,Chriſt knows 
them to be Saints : Belceve it, the 
| blood of beleevers Js very precious; 
|and as he will puniſh Antichriſtian 
wretches, ander what names , -or titles 
| |ſoever diſtinguiſhed : So alſo will hee 
be avenged upon all thoſe who 
dare touch beleevers, under what 


if you will not be ſo wiſe, as to love; 
yet be not ſo mad, ao bart thoſe 
whom Chriſt ves. x 

Bur ſecondly, let this counſel belee- 
vers 3 fith the Lord Jeſiis loves 


thereof, Beleevers, live as the cb+ 
jets of Chriſts love., Advance hu 
King dome, imbrace his counſels, love all 
bas members, be abundant in bis works, 
| and ſervice. In all things ſhew thax 


nick-names ſoever diſgraced, Therefore | 


them, that they would walke worthy | 


Chriſts love to you hath a conſtrai- } 


} 


ning power in you ; at lealt be ez 


— 


- 
"OY th Ae —_ the. 


i 


"S Hp.  "OF-; comjelled 


"onm__ truth of Chriſts love 


counſelled to love Chriſt who lowes you; 
and that ſo much the rather , be- 
cauſe Chriſt deſerves thy love, 
chough thou doe not deſerve his. 
O let not the love of Chriſt plead 
againſt you, and ſay, Irunned out 
to them , but they returned not in 
to me.Let not Chriſt ſay,l gave you 
|counſell, & you did reje& it;In love 
Tegave you Commandements, and 
yaui did tranſgrefſe them. No, bur 
fith Chriſt loves you, love himz and 
If you love bim,keep his Commandements. 
Rouſeup your ſelves, Q beleeving 
{fJals! and confideriog that Chriſt 
loveth you , demeane your ſelves 
accotdingly. If he call,come: If he bid 
you go, go : If his Kingdome be ad- 
vancing, joyne in the work (175 the 
Kingdome of bim that loves you ) If his 
Spirit counſe#, take it ( It comes | 
from love.) In a word,in all things | 
live as thoſe who indeed are beloved 
of Chriſt, And let your car riagebee 


exattly obedient, kinde, and loving unto 
bim, who doth ſtoop 10 low ,. as to. 


love ſuch poore creatures as you be. | |} 
py Andi 


—_ 


 — 
— 


" to Beleevers. © 


| And if any aske, why you love,and | 
labour for Jeſus. Chgiſt , tell th 

tis becauſe you love him : And 24d 
withall, that did they bur know 
how Chriſt loves you , they woyl@| 
rather aske , why you love him ſo 
litcle, or doe for higz no more. But | 
if they demand , bow doth Chriſt 
love you? Tell them, that queſtion | 
is unanſwerable. Indeed ſay he loves 
you , and that truly; but withall 
tran{cendently. That Chriſt loves you 
tell all the warld you know ; but bow 
he loves, tell them, that paſſeth your 
knowledge ; yea and the knowledge 
of every creature,for tis a love paſſing | 
knowledge, And this is the next] 
thing, and the chiefe thing which 

we ſhall ſpeak of. * þ 
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a 


EPHES. 3. v. 19. 


And to know the love of che which 
; _Poſſeth knowledge, 


. Saints. life, Paxl 
tells you, hee. was 
dead to the Law, that 
t be might live to God, 

And the ground thereof was thie, 
that he lived by faith in Criſt, who 
| loved bim, Gal. 2.20. As the life, 10 
likewiſe the comfort of the Saints is 
wrapped up in the love of Chrift. A 
 beleever can neither /iveznor rejozce, 


| foul But fel clu;Chrilt wil bur ur ſmile 


” — ———— 


JOS HRISTS "I is the| 


if the Lord Jeſus ſmile not upon his | 


and. 


—_— 


| 


lit is included in this place ) I hall 


q” 


{aow. ſpeake more, largely ta! the 


|rbisphraſe) tha-it poſſeth knowledge. 
:Whence our lecopd-paynt 306 BING, | 


| ſomes tranſcendent loves ifs 


(hrifts ire to Beleevers, * 


vers know not. gnlybow to livegbut 
alſo how to rejoyce.in all, even the 


our Lord Feſus,. tor -the Ephelians, n 
that they might not; faint at bjs-37in 
bulations; : He 1 incredtes, that to:this 
purpoſe,they might; know. the ove 
of Gbyiſt whicb paſſeih.knowledge, 

- Having briefly aches at the rer 
ality of Chriſts loye to beleevers (as: 


raydhy. thereof. (: $8 it, is \{et” Hat; (in 


Mes 7 


'. Ebat love which Chrifk begreth, wke- 


and ſhine in the light of lope: Belees. , 


work of times. Hence , it wasthar | 
this Apoſtle praying to the father of | 


; You ſee bow folly this-poynt | 


| lye6in theſe words. It miſt negds. 
derranſcendents kth the Apoſtle Gaichy |. 
Pit paſſetb knowledge. - - 7 


I ſhall indaavodr ro open: the 
point, and give you the meanitig 


creaf, by bringing you. tothe 
D 3 top.” 


7 CN _ — 
— . - w- 


"_— 


— 
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| that they are 4fptzhable. ' SO'when 
declart,- the, 
| whnfotndency of « 
{which Pay! WaaTWiken wr 


[which m4 


op ofthis bipb bjperbulical expreition F 
in three ſteps or.ſtaires. 

- "Firſt, The love of Chriſt to 
beletwers is tranſcendent ', - it being | 
 dbove © expreſſion. 'Thofe who 'tn- 
joy Chrifts love,:they know Nor | 
howto exprefleit; ſuch'is rhe troy 
ſeenitericy of che love, that: it" puſſerd 
thefr knowledge, how to' exprefle it, 
in any 1 ;\ The Secriprate 
ſet#oue the light-of thin goby: this ;| 


it would heighteri an 


Tapture” "(in; 
to therhirtl heavens /Yand the: glow 
of thar which he then heard, ii(ers 
it downe by this, that ic was -un- 
atterable, ty beard arp eakable words 
Ny 26 raqrere'y ;for 

wor +bins being in 
« [hoven cotiyereible-) whied /it 
& Wut-hot pofibleFit d man t6'utter,2:Cor. 
12. T4, In like manner Whet> the 
a. (peaks'of | che trahſten- 
[dent joy , which beleevers rejoyce 


with all by velgevingg : [c uſeth-this 


; J: ES: phraſe 


" "I 


| 


ns Chrifts love to; Beleevers, - 29. | 


_— 


1 Pet: 1.8, Te reoxce with joy wnſpeak: | 
able. | 


in filence, thac the joy of which 


, | vers have by faich, which certainly 


tare 'the tranſcendency of Chriſts 
love 'to beleevers, It pafſeth know- 
| ledge: im' this, that no man ( no, 
though he had the torgyrs of men ail 
| Angels) knowes how to expreffe 
IC, | 
2 Chriſts love js tranſcendent, and 


phraſe, that ic was unſpeakeable, | | 


And it maſt not bee paſſed. by] 
Peter ſpeakes, is thac which belee-} 


is founded upon Chrifts love; So | 
that if the joy, inthe faith of Chrifts |, 
love be unſpeakable, the love” it ſelfe # |: 
_ [mach mere. © For que efficit tale eff, eft || 
Mags tale ( as the Logicians ſpeak) | 
ke. That tybichmakes any thing fo, or | 
ſuch; is much mort WT ſo,or ſuch. T his |. 
may be the firſt ſtep, to aſcend rhe | 
height of the expretſian,and to de- | 


> 


may be ſaid to be above knowledge, in 
that it is above apprehenſion. As the 
language of beleevers cannot ex-: 
prefle, ſo neither can their know- 


V4 ledge} 


— 


——— 
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| ledge apprehend the light of their 


 prefle; when the tongue is {ilen- 
| ecd,the underſtanding may be com- 


[The moſt ſpiritaall Mathemaritian 
;love in all its dimenfions. ' Its as 


| poſſible for that little creviſe of the 


'| the ſoule (knowledge) tolet inthe 


| this phraſe, that it is ſuch as cexnot | 


Saviours love, Men often can.ap- 
prehend more then they can cx- 


prehenfive. But now in the love 
of Chriſt, there is that, which po- 
ſeth and confoundeth the: very in- | 
teleualls of men and angells. It 


'is ſo bigh, as that there is no reach- 
ing of it ; ſo deep, as that theres no 


ſownding of it ; ſo loxg, as that it, 
exceeds meaſuring z , and ſ0_ broad, 
that there is no comprebending it. 


is not able to commenſurateChriſls 
body(the eye )to let in all the light 
of theſun: At. tis for that great eye of 


luſtre of Chrifts love, The Holy 
Ghoſt when hee would ſet out a 
thing as. tranſcendent , hee uſeth 


be comprebended. As now, ſpeaking 


'|of the great things, which God 


— 


doth, 


ae: Cbriſts love to Beleewvers.. 


—— 


cannot xomprebend, 76 37+ 5. with- 
out doubt, as the yperation of the fa- 
thers band , ſo tbe expanſion of the ſons 


ed. 
« In this, the fathers works, and the 
| ſonnes loves, do' equally tranſcend, 
that they paſſe krouledne, and are not 
able to be apprehended. 


doth, ic is ſaid they are ſuch 4s wee |. 


heart, is {Uch, as cannot be comprehend- | 


3 Chriſt beares to bc:leevers a 
tranſcendent love, and it paſſeth 
b»owledge in this, that it is above 
conception., Fancy can conceive, 


hend. The underſtanding being 


beyond its limits; and therefore 
where reaſon cannot ſuggeſt; the 
underſtanding cannot apprehend. 
But now fancy is winged, and-it 
will flye : It doth ( as Scaliger 
 ſpeakes) «fpernari ceterorum finium 
Preſcriptionem: It ſcorneth to be bounded 
| þthouph by reaſon it ſelfe : It flyeth high 
.and will guefle ( at leaſt ) at the 


that which reaſon cannot compres- | 


bounded by reaſon , cannot goe | 


tranſcendent height of that which 
| ni reaſon 


| 
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—_— ww _— 


TY” 


reaſon 'eannot reach. Yer ſuch 


It is ſo biyb, fo ſmperlatively- tranſcen- 
dent ; Thar let fancy looſe and let 
it flye as high as it can, it is not 


table to ſoare to the top thereof, 


As the underſtanding going to its 
utmoſt bounds : So fancy flying be- 
yond all bounds,is not able to con- 
ceive what is the love of Chriſt to 
| beleevers; | 

So that now when I ſay, the love 
Which Chriſt beares to beleevers i tran- 
ſcendent, and when you read in the 
Tex, that ic paſſeth knowledge :- You 
may take the meaning thus, -That 
it ts above the expreſſionof the fineſt 
oratorie, the comprehenſion of the dee- 
peſt theorie, and the conception - of the 
ſublimeſt fancy. In ſo much as, let 
 eraterie ſpeake, wiſdome ſtudy, fancy fly, 
yet neither the one, nor the other, 


\nOrall arc able to expreſſe, appreb nd, 


br conceive what is the love of Chriſt 
tobeleevers. Indeed the loveofChriiſt 
is ſuch as heaven ie ſelfe ( though it be 


afrer 
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(my beloved) is the love of Chriſt, | 


— 


the Pate of ſight ) doth not as here- | 


| 


——_— 


I Eo— —_ —— 


up and down the infinite ocean of lowe 


| comprehend the great {ea in which 


reFnity they . ſhall bathe, and bleſle 
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 Chiifts love v0 Belexvers. 


after we (hall ſhew)exalc the Saints | 
ſo high, as'to make them able to 
comprehimd that Ioye in: the fields, 
whereof'they doe wake and live, 
It is with 'the Saints in Heaven;: ab 
with the: fiſhes in the Sea : they 
{wim up and downe the mighty 
waters, but yetthey doe not, can+ 
not comprehend that watry world, in 
which: they live. In like manner, 
the Saints above, though they ſwim 


(which is.in their Saviours boſom} 
yet they can. no more-comprehend 
that valt ſee of love. in which to e» 


their {Gules, then the little fiſh can 


ieſwims.» Wherefore: {-ere I prox | 
ceed farther ) let me- premiſe this; 
thatit is not in my thoughts, nod 
dareT preſume this, neicher would 
| have you, expeR,. that by any 


thing which I {hall or can ſay, 4] 
ſhal beable to ſer out the infinitneſſe | 
of that love ( of which we hal treate) | 


M— 


accerdingrto his full latitude, and: 
| | worth. | 


ad. MT —_— 


| worth, - No, this I diſpaire of 3 
only I deſire to:let you ſee ſome of 
the glimering beames of that tranſ- 
cendent love Which is in Chrifts bo- 
ſome towards beleevers, 1o:as that 
you may wonder at it, and ſet a- 
| bour the exa&erſtudy of it. And 
looke as a painter when he intends 
{ todraw outrhe Sea, or the: world 
ina Mip,: hee 'maketh onely ſome 
little ſbadow:s of the (earth and ſea, 


bled to guefle at the vaſtnefle there- 
of: In like manner I (hall-draw be- 
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title ſbadowy prickes,or lines of Ebriſts 
| love : that thereby T may helpe you 
ſomewhat to imagine, what is that 
infinit# tranſcendent love,” which nei- 
| ther Saints'inor Angells' are able 
| Gin all its luſtre and dimenfions) to 
paint out or diſcover. 

For the proofe I ſhalf'notneed 


The tranſcendetity.' of | 


{ that ſo the beholder may' be” ina- | 


fore you C in my diſcourſe') ſome | 


to adde 'more Scriprures';' it being 


cleare enough by what the. Apo- 
ſtle ſpeakes in this place- of "Chriſts 


love, that it is.tranſcendent. + In 


hr — PX 


the | 
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the verſe before this, the Apoftle 
hints, that there are all the dimen- 


ſerve to declare any thing vaſt and 
infinite. There is abread;b,and/ength, 


Chriſt. And ir is worth'the noring, 
the Apoſtle doth not tell bow great 


|thoſe dimenfions were. He doth 
not ſay bow broad , or how long, or | 


bow deep, or bow bigh; but (as if the 


tranſcend his knowledge ). he paſ- 


|ſeth it by, and only addes this, that 


this love paſſeth knowledge. 

I find not this phraſe ( to my 
beſt remembrance.) but once niore 
in the new Teſtament, and that is 
Philip. 4. 7. where Paul ſpeaking of 


God, he ſaith, it paſſeth anderfland- 
ing, ' Certainly, it is the glory of 
Chriſts love ( as well as of his fathers 
peate.) that it alſo puſſeth wnderſtan- 


. AN RNOn ; 
| "Tr at your leaſure you read, and 


| 


reading ſpiritually confider, what is 
| ; pre- 


oo mr oo 


fions in Chrifts love , which may | 


and depth, and height in the love of | 


dimenſions of Chrifſts love did |} 


the efanſcendency of the peace of | 


= 
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- | is tranſcendent) in the glory and 


leevers ; you will be forced to con- 


_—. 


| preſented to faith , in the booke of 
the Canticles: you will fee this truth 
(that the love of Chriſt to beleevers 


em 


convincing power , and proof thereof. 
| It may be in your time you have. 
mi/- ſpent ſore houres in reading of 
ſome Romances : And you have 
' wandred at ſome ſtrange ſtories 
| of love which you have met with- 
all: But alas! ſhould you compare 
the higheſt love that ever you read 
kof, wich the love of Chriſt to be- 


feſſe, that that ove in compariſon 
of this, is buclike the ſtory ic ſelfe, 
1.e. a meer fancy, If ever ſtrengrh of 
afeQtion , were ſet oyt in {weet- 
gefſe of expreſſion : It is in that 
book to a ſpiritual] eye: when I doe 
but conſider the 4 Chapter only of! 
that Song: I cannot chuſe bye. won- 
der at the high. tranſcendency of 
Chriſts love to belcevers, Surely 1 


conclude ' the affeftions are ſweet, 


expreſsions thereof are fo reviſes 
- # - - o 


— 


phe, ahguatey ophar eucin(—) wy 
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lo great,ſo higb; as in that Chapter 


they are. | 

I ſhall give one generall demon- 
ſtration to let you ſee the truth of 
the DoQrine , that Chriſts love to 
beleevers is tranſcendent : The de- 
monſration take thus; 

That love which includeth in it , and 
comprebends all kindes, atts or demontra- 


tions of love Whatſoever, muſt needs be a 


tranſcendent love. 

But ſuch is the love of Chrift to be- 
leevers,&c. Therefore,ec. I ſuppole 
the major is cleare enough, and 
needs no proofe. The Painter 
tooke the direF, and undeniable 
way to make the Pifure of Mirerva 
tranſcend, and excell all other 
beauties, when he epitemized , or 
contradted all the ſeverall rayes,and 
particular beauties that were ſcat» 
tered up and downe in other per- 
ſons, or pictures, in that one peece. 
Ic is upon this ground an axiome 
indubitable, and beyond or a- 
bove diſpute , That the. Sunne doth 
far tranſcend in light , any,or all the other 

| lights, 


LR 
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lights, Moon, or Stars, & c. becauſe in 
ics light, all theirs is contained,and 
that in an eminent manner, 

All the queſtion is about the! 
minor 3 whether that Chriſts love be. ſuch 
to beleevers, as that it includes and] 
mance in it, all other kindes | 
or «ts of love whatſoever. Now! 
this I ſhall put out of queſtion by! 
an induction, or enumeration of the ſeve- | 
rall kindes, or afts of love. 

Amongſt other ( how exa& 1 
will not determine ) the Moralifts 
teli us of theſe foure kindes of love 
as the chiefe,viz. | 

1 A love of ſriendſhip. 
| 2 A loweofpin. 
| 3 A loveof- ſympathy. 

4 A love of complacency, 

In theſe foure onely, I ſhall in- 
ſtance ( which T bad rather call ſeveral 
demonſtrations,or degrees of one and the 
| ſame paiſion of love, then particular kinds | 
diftin&) and ſhall ſhew that Chriſt 
love to beleevers, includes, and | 
containe3in it all of them, and 
that therefore it muſt needs bee | 
| tranſcendent. 1The 


— 


| 
| 
' 
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1 The love of friendſbip is ſo called 
(nor as if ict were the babit of friend- 
ſoip ic ſelfe, but) becauſe it is that 
| kinde , or ad? of love whereby we proſe- 
cute or follow one , whom we looke upon, 
and love as a friend;and to whom we wiſb 


| goed. Now this kinde (or rather de- 
 gree} of love , isin the love of Chriſt to 
 beleevers : Chriſt looks upon , and 
loves all belcevers as friends ; hence 
it is, that he counts, and calls them 
all by that name, ye are my friends, 
Joh.15.14, And that this is real, 
appears by his dealing with-them. 
Therefore tis added ; Henceforth I 
call you not ſervants, for the ſervant 
knoweth not what bis Lord deth, but I 
bave called you friends ; for all things 
that T bave beard of the Father , T bave 
made khnowne unto you, verl,15. Thoſe 
whom ye love as friends , we open 
our minds unto ; and ics their pri- 
viledge ; we communicate to them 
ſecrets Which we have heard. Chriſt 
dealeth thus with beleevers, and 
thas dealing , doth not he declare 


to them the love of friendſbip? 
| 'E 
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\- -2 Thelove of pity. This falleth in, 
and followeth upon the tormer;for 
(as Fob faith.) to bim that is afflicted, 
| pity ſhould be ſbewed by bis friend, Job 
6.14, This alſo is included in 
Chriſts love to beleevers. For upon 
that leve of friendſbip which he bears 
to them , he aRteth this of pity Rtill 
towards them; 'when 7o eye pitied 
them, bis eye did, When finners, ye 
Satan rather laugh at their miſery, 
and fay, Ava, Aba, ſo would we bave 
it, Chciſt he as it were ſighs to ſee 
their ſorrows,and indeed pities their 
ſoulzs : Hence it is ſaid, 1[a,63.9. 
Inhis love 3-and in bus pity be redeemed 
them ( twas reall pity ic did work) 
and be bare them,and carried them all the | 
dayes of old. 

3 The love of ſympatby ( which in} 
truth is but a bigb degree of ji y)'s al- | 
ſo contained in the love ofChriſt to| 
beleevers, Men ſympathize with 
thoſe whom they love; when they 
doe (as it were) take up their mite | 
ries upon themſelves, and be as if 
[they were in their friends caſe. 
Thos 
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| bigh Prieſt Jeſus Chriſt d:th (ympathize 
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Thus doth JeſusChriſt ,when heſees 
any beleever groan either under in, 
or ſadneſſe,he comes, &by a/ympathy, 
doth affli& himſelfe (For in all their 
afflitions ( ſaith the Prophet ) bee 
was afflicted, [ſa,63.9.) as it he him- 
ſelfe was in their ſadnefſe, and un- 
der their finne, The Author to the 
Hebrews tells us, Wee bave not an 

bigh Prieſt who cannot ovumdnont, 7.0+ 
(mpathize with or infirms i 5,Cha.4.15 

His meaning is, that indeed our 


with belecvers in their forrowes, 
And in Chap.5. 2+ it is faid of 
Chriſt , that be can have compaſſion of 
the ignorant; that word IS purpiimeIs7y, 
and it fignifies as much as, hee 
 knoweth how to pity according to 
the meaſure of ouc miſery, Let the 
miſery be never ſo great ( for with 
reference to great meaſure) I beleeve 


the metaphor is uſed) Jeſus Chriſt 


a meaſure of (ympatby , as is needfull, 
So that Chriſts love - to beleevers 
you ſce containes in it alſo tht 


knows how to meaſure out as great |. 


E 2 love 
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God is on* 
ly ours in 


1] Chriſt. 


Chriſt is 
called, 
IWI2Y 


11. e. God 


with U5,0T 
our God. 


love of ſympatby. 

Laſtly, For the love of complacen- 
cy (which indeed is the higheſt de- 
gree of love ) this alfo is in Chriſts 
ove contained. You have a de- 
ſcription of this love of compla- 
cency (and a demonftration alſo of 
the thing in hand ) Zeph, 3. 17. 
The Lord thy God ( which I under- 
ſtand of Chriſt ) in the middeſt of 
thee, # mighty, he will ſave, be Will 
rejoyce over thee with joy : be will reſt in 
bzs leve,be will joy over thee with ſinging. 
Its the nature of the loveof complacens 
cy,to reſt in its ſelf,and to rejoyce inics 
lettings out unto its obje&t, as it 
were with ſinging, ThusdothChriſt 
to beleevers : He firſt loves them, 
and then refts in that love,and after 
ſolaceth himſelfe in their ſoules, 
and rejoyceth with ſinging, while 
he reſts in his love, with them; 0- 
verthem, in them. Looke as the 
father did from all eternity, by his |. 
love of complacency, reſt in the ſonne , 
and tooke his delight in him, as ic 
1s Prov.8,30. So. doth Jeſus Chriſt 


reſt 


— ms 
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reſt in beleevers, & he ſolaceth hims- ( 
ſelf in their perſons, for asic is there 
added verſ. 31. His delights were in 
the ſonnes of men, Thus doth Chriſfts 
love to beleevers (you fee ) com- 
prehend in it this) higheſt kind 
(or rather depree) of love, v#z. thac 
of complacency. 

So that now to wind up the de- 
monſtration ) Looke as the Sea 
doth tranſcend all other rivers, be- 
cauſe that they all come,and empty 
themſelves into it. In like man- 
ner doth the love of Chriſt excell all 
| [loves whatſoever, and is tranſcen- 
Ident;In as mach asal the kindes,aGs, 
or degrees of love which runne up 
and dywne among the creatures (as 
it were in ſeverall channells ) doe 
all mecte, and empty themſelves in 
Chriſts boſome, as into the vaſt ocean | 
of love, and thence flow forth into the 
boſomes of beleevers , as the ſole 
choyce peculiar ciſternes of the 
ſame : grear, high, tranſcendenc 
love, | 

But becaufe my defigne is a little 
| E 3 to | 


| "EP 


| 
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to hoſe my ſelfe in this diſcourſe of 
love. I ſhall for the further making 
out, and diſcovery of the tranl- 
cendency of Chriſts love to belce- 
vers : Speake to it more particu- 
larly : And at this time I ſhall 
touch at the jubſtance and circumſtan- 
ces of this love, and in both, ſhew 
how it doth tranſcend, and paſſe 
all knowledge, 

1 For the ſubſtance of the love of | 
Chrift to beleewers : It is ſach as if 
rightly ( 1. e. ſpiritually ) conſidered: 
will appeare to bee tranſcendent. 
Thereare ( to omit others ) but 4 
things which I ſhall coach upon 
briefly, as the ſubſtantiall declara- 
tions of the hyperbolicall excellen- 
cy of this love, 


I The nature. 
; 2 Tye degrees. 
viS Y3 The duration. of this love 


4 The operation, 


1 To begin with the nature of 
Chrifts love to beleevers, It is tran(- 
cendent, ic being of the fame na- 

tyre 


| 


— 
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Chriſt loves beleeverswich rheſame 


the father loves himſelfe. His love 


Chrifts love to beleevers ) for they 
[are in their nature both the fame. 
Chriſt himſelfe beares record to 
this trath, - As the father bath loved 
me, ſo I have loved you, fobn 15.9. 
That you may fully - feele the weight 
of this demonſtration, take it in 
theſe 3 Concluſions briefly. 

I Of all love, that is the moſt tran- 
ſcend:nt leve which is in God. For 
God(as the ſpirit ſaith) z love, 1 oh. 
4.16, Water inthe founraine is the 
{weereſt, and love, in like manner, 
in God is cleareſt, for he is the God 
of love, 2 Cor.13.11. Looke as light. 
in the ſunne is the moſt tranſcendent; 
So levein God muſt needs tran- 


{cend, becauſe love is in him, as 
E 4 light 


tare, that the fathers ito bim, Jeſus | 
kind;or nature of love,with which | 


£0 them, and his fathers love to him, | 
for nature are all one: - And if there | 
[be tranſcendency in the one ( viz | 
the fathers love to Chriſt ) there | 
[mult needs be alſo in the other( vis | 
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| deed as every beame of light, is but 


; ſome. 


ſus Chrift was he, who is ſtill not 


P 


of the father; in whom he was well 


- | runnes into bis boſome, ang ſs through 


light is in the ſunne, 4.e, In its ackns, 
and proper orbe or feat. And in-| 
the irradiation of the ſunne, ſo all 
the love which is in the boſoms of| 
creatures , is but like ſome little 
drops of dew , which firſt fell from 
the Heaven of love, Gods bo- 


2 Of. all the Icve which.is in God;' 
that i« the moſt tranſcendent, which bee | 
lets out to Chrift, It is Chriſts glory 
that he is crowned with the flower,beau- 
ty, and glory of the fathers love. Jes | 


only the beloved, but the wel-beloved 


pleaſed,i.e.In whom the facher did reſt 
in bo higheſt degree of his love, 
And apparent it is, by all the a&i- 
ons of God, that he loved Chriſt 
with the moſt tranſcendent kind of 
love, Inas much as that he made 
all things for bim, gives all things to 
bimr, and lets not out ſo much us a drop of 
love to any creature, but that it fir. 


him\ 


ht 


A briſts love to Beleewers.. 


57 


L————_—_ had 


bim to the creature. The very ſpirics | 
and quinteſcence of that love which is in 
| Gods boſome, was ler out {and that 
without meaſure)intoChriſts. Now, 

3T bat leve which Chriſt bears to belee- 


father. As it lowed from the tathers 
boſome into his, ſo it flowes from 
his boſome into beleevers; Icis the 
ſame love for zatare, and quality, 

As every drop of the Sea is the ſame | 
for quality, that all the water in the | 
$:a is : So every drop of love | 
which falls in upon the boſomes of | 
beleevers, from Chriſts, is of the 
ſelfe-lame mature, and is the 
ſame for quality , which the fa- 
| ther beares to him. Indeed there is 
difference in the quantity. And the 
reaſon is, becauſe our Ciſternes are 
not ſo capacious as Chriſts Ciſtern. 
And yet ſo much as we can contain 
we ſhall have,as I ſhall ſhew by and 
by. 
"Io that now, herein is the firſt 
thing, wherein the tranſcendency 


vers, as the ſame which be had from the | 


| of Chriſts love to beleevers appear- 
eth; 
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eth ; It »» the ſame for nature with that 
which the father ſhewes ro bimſelfe. 
Hence ict was, and is, that Chriſt 
both did, doth, and will, declare 
the fathers name to beleevers, that ( as 
it is Fobn 17. ult. ) the love wherewith 
the father loved bim, may bee in them, 
as hee himſelfe is in them. 
2 If wee conſider the deprees in 
which, or the meaſwre according to 
which 'Chrift lets out his love to 
beleevers, we (hall ſee it is tran» 


the boſome of beleevers with as mach love 
as they can bold. The creature when 
ealarged to the utmoſt, is not ca- 
pable, neither can it containe more 
then they have. So that as the na- 
ture of the love is bigh; in 1;ke man- 
ner the depfee is full. The Prophet 
feremiah ſpeaking of Gods Wrath a- 
| ainſt finners , uſeth a metaphor in 
which he-compares Gods wrath un- 
towine ( as alſothe Pſalmiſt doth, 
P/2l.75.8.) and finners unto botte!s ; 


wrath, He faith, every beitle is full 
0 
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and ſetting out the degree of that | 


fl 


ſcendent in that alſo, Chrift fills | 
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of wine, Ferm.13.12, Bcloved,Chrifts | 
love is compared to wine alſo, Cant. 
1-4 And it you compare the {o/{crmes 
of beleevers unto bottells ( as you may) 
then certainly know, every bv- 
ſome 1s full of the Wine of Chriits 
love. The jaſtice of the father is not 
more exa# to fill the botome ot 
inners with his Wrath, then the 
grace of the ſonne, is free to fill the bo- 
ſomes of belecvers: with bis loves) 
dence it is that he faith, Open thy 
mouth widely, and I will fill it, Pjal. $1. 
1® 


You read of a tx of oyntment, 
which when it was opened, the 
whole houſe was filed with the 0- 
dour thereof, 7ob. 13. 3, ſach a' tx 
of oxxtment is the boſome of Chritt 
( as may be gathered trom Cant. 1. 
3. ) which being epened in the} 
houſes, 7. e. the hearts oSclecvers, 
fils them | full | with the ſweer 
ſavour thereof, And indeed, as 
Chriſt bids belcevers aske the father. 
that their joy might be full: So hee 
is a8 beuntifull himſelte(as he would | 

nave 


erorrers: 


— 
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: | have his Father to be ) and there- | 
fore withour their asking (for hee 
hovetb firſt) he lecs out, yea and fill 
| them with his love. In this life be- 
leevers have (at leaft might) as much 
| love as faith can let in; and if the ſoul 
ry be not full *cis onely becauſe the 
| mouth is narrow (as the bottle with the 
| narrow necke in the ocean.) And 
| hereafter, as much as viſion it ſelfe 
| can ſwalbw. So that now the tran- 
ſcendent fulneſſe of that degree in | 
| which Chriſt lets out his love to| 
beleevers, doth evidently declare | 
| | the love to be tranſcendent alfo. | 
3 Adde to both theſe the confi- | 
deration of the duration of Chriſts 
{ love ta beleevers; and this will fur- 
' ther demonſtrate its tranſcendency, 
As the natare is high , and thede- 
gree fall ,,lo the duration is coves] 
ſtant, andÞerpetuall, Having loved 
bis owne , be loved them , bus 62s 5.2.10 | 
the end; it may be,to the perfeQion, | 
Fob.13.1. Chriſts Iove is once and / 
ever. ft is of the fame nature with | 
himſelfe , unchangeable. As no- 
| [ thing | 
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thing in beleevers was ſo good as | 
to make him to ſet his love upon | 
them; ſo nothing is ſo bad, as doth 
make him take it off again, Indeed | 
ſometime the viſble atings, or de-.| , 
monſtrations may be concealed, but. 
ſtil che love it ſelf remains ſure,and 
is never violated, That looke as 
Divines ſay- of Chriſt upon the 
Croſle, The beatificall viſion was ſuſpen- 
ded,but the bypoſtatical union was not di- 
ſolved. In likg manner, though the 
light of Chriſts love may be for a 
time obſcured , 'yet ghe life thereof 
is ſtill preſerved. The love maybe 
darke ſometime , but dyes never. 
There is nothing , no not ſz, that 
can totally, and finally ſeparate be- 
tween Chriſts love, and a beleevers 
ſoule. Pay) asKeth the queſtion, (to | 
this day it is unanſwered , yea and 
unanſwerable) What ſhall ſeparate ? 
Rom. $8. 35. The meuntaines ſhall 
| depart , and the bils ſhall bee removed 
( faith Chriſt ) but my kindneſſe ſhall 
2ot depart, a5 4.10. Beleevers,thoſe | 
| high hils which you Ro | | 
ee, 


by PO” 


pr 
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les, at whoſe {ight ye wonder: And 
the mighty mountaines which you 
behold ſometime, and are amazed 
at cheir valtneſle ; thoſe very hills 
and mountaines not onely may, 
but ſhall depart : Burt yet the love 
of Chriſt cowards you , is ſo tran- 
(cendently high, and ſure, that it 


ſhall not , nay cannot depart. So| 


thar, as the very heavens themſelves 


wax oldlike a garm?nt,and yet the perſon| || 


of Chriſt rewaineth; even,ſo ſhall haven, 
earth, every creature Wax old, d-cay, and 
aye : But ſtil! th love sf Ch: it towards 
beleevers, ſball cntinuz young, freſh, and 
flauriſhing : Such is its duration, 
tuch thall be its cont] nuance, In- 
deed the very life of Chriſt , muſt 
depart, and he dye againe , ere his 
fove to his can decay : For his love 
15 nvt onely the beleevers lite , but 
his owne (as was hinted formerly ) 
Othc tranſcendency of this love, 
which thall thus laſt ! 

4 Conjider now inthe laft place, 
the operation of Chrifts love to beleevers; 


and you ſhall fee its tranſcendency |. 
an- 


( bri(ts love to Beleevers. 


anſwerableto its natwre, degree, and 
duration. We guefle at the tranſcen- 
dency of things by the noblenefle 
of their operations. It is a certaine 
\rule, the more noble any thing doth _ope- 
rate , the more noble it is in its ſelfe. 
Love of all the afte&ions being the 


- [moſt noble, anſwerably it hath the 
4 [moſt noble operations. Chriſts love 


will eaſily appeare to be tranſcen- 


# |dent, if wee conſider how much 
|moxe nobly it operates then any o- 


ther love in the world, From the 
fieſt point of time untill this, yea 
and till time ſhall be no more ; the 
operations of Chriſts love to be- 
leevers , have been, are, and ſhall 
bee tranſcendently glorious and 
noble, 

I ſhall not in this place ſo curi- 
onſly ſearch into all aRions of 
Chriſt { becauſe T ſhall more parti- 


 cularly ſpeake to them by them- 


ſelves) to let them therefore paſſe; 
{hall onely inſtance in five parti- 
culars, and in them you ſhall ſee 
the tranſcendent operations of the 


love 


oO © —— 
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LT 


I 
love of Chrift to beleevers. 

1 There was ns condition (6 low ;#nty 
which Cbriſt did not condeſcend , to de- 
clare that bis leve did tranſcend. High 
love ftoops low ; and the higher 
fall che 6G is, the lower ftill it 
ſtoops. You may take loves eleva- 
tion, by its condeſcention; and the 
lower ſtill that you obſerve love 


{ condeſcendeth , the higher alway i 


you muſt conclude it is elevated, I 
thinke it wes buta fancy, which 
one ,reporteth of a great Prince, 
who (its ſaid Jteooke upon him borki 
the habir, and imployment of a 


{ dience to his Father , but his love 


dayes-man , working to, build! 


| a houſe ( in which his beloved! 


was) that he might viſit her. Yee ler 
me tell you,it is no fancy,but a re- 
ality in Jeſus Chriſt; that out of the 
height of his love to beleevers , hee ! 
took upon him both the forme, and 
the imployment of a -dayes-man 
(which ſome thinke, though I doe 
not, to be intended in that of Fob 
9.33.) to declare not onely his obe- 
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to beleevers, He emptied bimſelfe, or 
made himſelfe vaine ( for ſo the word 
$4702 may be tranſlated ) and tooke 
upon bim the forme of a ſervant, &co 
Philip.2.7. Chriſt became of no 


reputation , that his love to be- | 


leevers might be of high reputa- 
tion, O how noble did Chriſts 
love operate towards belecyers, 
when hee ſtooped fo low for their 
ſakes. | | 

2 There was no atlion ſs mean,which 


' | be did not cheerfully undertake, te declare 
bis love to beleevers, Royall: love 


doth (as it were) debaſe the ſaule, 
to any (though the meaneſt)) ſer- 
vice , to declare it felfe,  Facob will 
be a ſervant ,, and keep ſheep. in the 
heat of Summer, and the cold of 
Winter, rather then not ſhew his 
love to Rachel, And Jeſus Chriſt 
will waſh his Diſciples feet .( a 
mean imployment) and though he 
be Lord of all;will be a ſervanc unto 
all his Diſciples, that he may not 
onely teach them humility,and love 
oneunto another ; bur alſo that he 

F may 
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| [evr Bo 
ffely Shen hedenyed , "and for- 
| ted” Sranſeenenttys 


tha Whit Failin more gr 
| qe the bed 0 of love os: "oy 


” TO.” 


may declare the height. and. zran- 

ſceadency of love unto them all. 
3. There is no failing/ſo foule , which 

' be doth not paſſe by , to declare the ſur- 


— 


Great love paſſeth by , and -pardo- 
-neth great faults. . And the greater 
thefqulcs are which be committed, 
the Eerater is the love by which 

pardoned. Petey failed 


| won his Maſter : But Lang? opera- 


> Surely th Joe, of men a, 
cpaſent þ bf This fault doth 
oy n{cend* the ve; yet though 


| bak 'will-not;, Chriſt will ( as tis 

7e7.3.1.) His love tranſcends, this 
faalt. Chriſts' ove to. beleevers is 
fargreater ; and doth much tran- 
ſcend the love of men tov their 


wives, ard therefore hee doth that 


| fat foule failing of Adultery. 1 


which they will'not, i.e. Paſſe by 


paſſing beam ſe of bis, love to beleevers,| 


when it: Pong 


take 'the Prophet clearly and pre» 
cifely] 


_—— 


o k 
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[bracelets of ten ſbekels weight of gold, | 
, | Gen.24. 22. Chriſt gives grace] 


( 


which are in beleevers. | 
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ciſely to ſpeake this of Chriſt ; for 
'ris he alone who' as 'tis ver. 14. 
is married anto beleevers. Its the glo- 
ry of mans love (and then doth love] 
operate nobly ) when he paſſes by 
an offence : Its mach more the 
glory of Chriſts love, and chat| 
ſhews it felfe rranſcendently glori- 
ous, in its operation, by paſſing by 

the grofſe, and greateſt failings | 


_— 


4 There was no'gift ſo great , which 
Chriſt did not beſtow upon beleevers. | 
Love produceth gifts. Tſaaks love! 
to Rebeccah was ſeen to be great by 
che great gifts he ſent her. A golden 
earing of balfe a ſhekel weight, and two- 


. 
—_ 
—ﬀX. : 


(which' is far more precious then | 
gold) to beleevers : Out of bis ful- | 
neſſe we receive grace, for grace; Joh.. 
1.16,Nay,fo great was his bounty, | 
and fo large were his pifes ; That bt 
became pore for onr ſakes (that was by |. 
giving) that by bis poverty we might he | 
made rich, 2Cor.8.9, Burt what 
F 2 __ greater). 
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| love ſhall be preached, the guifts of their 


greater gift then himſelf ? yet ſuch 
is the tranſcendent. operation of 


for beleevers ſakes, and to their 
ſoules. 


5 Adde to all theſe, this alſo , 


of Chriſt to bzJeevers ; that there # 
notbing almoſt ſo meane in them, but 
he highly prizeth it. Love prizes 
every thing in the party beloved, 
Chriſt doth, both prize, and prailſc 
mean things in beleevers, becauſe. 
his love towards them is mighty. 
Their woyce (though inarticulate (for 
ſo the word HWP ſignifies) is ſweet 
Cant.2, 10. Their love ( though 
faint) is faire with him, Cant. 4. ro. 


prized; that where ever the Gefpell of bis 


love ſhall alſo be diuulged, Mark. 1 4.9% 
{Thus you ſee all along, how tran- 
-ſcendently glorious, and noble the 
love of Chriſt operates towards 
beleevers: And what doth it de- 


clare but this,that the love of Chriſt #« | | 


Chrits love, that he gave himſeltfe | - 


that ſuch is the tranſcendent love |} 


Their gifis ( though ſmall) are ſo| 


indeed \ | 


— ———S : —_ 
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ſO 


ledge. 
ſome Demonſtrations of the tran- 


vers, ſubſtantialy : T ſhall nvuw adde 

ta word or two, to demonſtrate 
the ſame yer clearer, from ſome 
conſiderable circnitances abour 


' There bee foure circumſtances 
which I ſhall but menction,viz. The 
confideration, | 

1 Of he perſon leving. 

2 Of the perſon beloved. 
3 Of the 1ime of this love. 
4 Of the end thereof. 

1 Conlider the perſon loving, e. i, 
Jeſus Chriſt, He being a tranſcen- 
dent perſon, his Tove is like him- 
{elfe tranſcendent alſo. Perſoxa eſt 


indeed tranſcendent , paſſing know- [ 
Having thus briefly touched ar | 


ſcendency of Chriſts love to belee- 


amoris menſurs. _ According to the 


.|dimenſion of the perſon, fo arethe | 


dimentions of the afte&ion. The 
heighr of the lover,isthe heightalſo 
of the love, As theVoraliſts judge of 


| 


the magnitude of crimes, by _ 


——  — 
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— _ 
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| nefle of the love, from the great- 


| the-boſome- in which it burnes. 


perſons againſt whom committed : 


Alittle wrath revealed by God is 


and gives a great heat, but fire in 


So we may alſo conclude the great» 
neſſe of him by whom ris declared. | 


great, becauſe he himſelfeis great: 
Anda little love let out by Chriſt, 
muſt be great love alſo, becauſe heis 
great. Fire isby ſomuch the greater, 
and hotter, by how much the fuel! 
or matter,in which it is,isthe more 
combuſtible. Love is fire, and the 
flames thereof tranſcend and ex- 
ceed, according to the vaſltnefle of 


Fire in-wood makes a great flame, 


brimſtone flames more, and burnes 
hotter, Love being in Chriſ, tis 
as fire in brimftone, vr rather as fire 
in a mount of ſpices , it muſt needs 
therefore give a great heat, and 
make a great light, And that light 
will diſcover his love to be tranl- 
cendent, As the man is, ſo is bis 
ſtrength (faid they of Gideon). Judy, 
8.11, As the Lord is ( may we lay 
. nN 


| 


m_— ———————— 
m_ 
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of Ghrift) ſo is bis love. He is wondexful | | 
and his love muſt needs be ſo too!! 
Becauſe we are but little, thereforel 
our love cannot be great : and be- 
cauſe Chriſt is great; his. love can- 
not be little. The love of the Lord 
Jeſus cannot chuſe but be tranſcen- 
dent, paſſ ng knowledge, becauſe him- 
ſelte is: ſuch. But 
2 Conſider the perſons beloved, | 
and this (eſpecially joyned with] 
the former ) will indeed demon-'] 
ſtrate that the love of Chriſt is. 
tranſcendent. Who are belcevers, 
that are thus beloved ? Are they of 
any note or name ? nothing leſſe, 
wormes they are, and not men. Nay] 
not bigge, but poore-wormes : For 
ſo Facob is ſtiled, -Eſay 4.1, 14. Hee 
that knoweth their frame remem-| 
breth well they are but duſt;Pſal.103.T4.| 
But this is notall, for as they are 
wormes,ſo wortbleſſe-ones 3 and as they 
are but duſt,ſo defiled duſt too. Now 
that the rich Jeſus, (hould love poor! 
Facob : That hee who is fo migbyy , 
ſhould affe&t beleevers ſo meane-:| | 
F 4 That] 


| —— 
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| That he who is ſo pure, that hee is 
| without ſpot, or blemiſh, ſhould 0- 
pen his heart to ſuch as are ſpot- 
ted all over, and whole very beauty 
( without him )) is but a blemiſh ; 
This .heightens the love indeed , 
this declares that ir doth tranſcend, 
He that knowes how mean, worth- 
lefſe, contemptible creatures belee- 


them) conclude that the love paſſetb 
knowledge. 

3 If wetake into our thoughts 
the time of love, either when it was 
firſt ſet, or firſt drawne forth, we (hall 
ſee by this alfo, that it is cranſcen- 
dent, For the beginning therefore, 
when it was firſt ſet, it beares date 
before time. Before time had cither 
beginning, or being ; Love had 
both, in Chrifſts boſome, rowards 


the world : for when the one had 
nu foundations,the other had. 


Surely if (as it is Prov. $.51. ) bi 
| delights 


ad —_ —_ 


| vers are( without Chriſt)wil quick- | 
ly (if he conſider that Chriſt loverh | 


| 


beleevers. Chriſts love to belee- | 
| vers is an antienter building then 


) 


| deltght s were in the ſonnes of men, that } 


| mind, (as we ſay) then certainly the 


| firſt declared : The Prophet tels us, 


Cbriſts love to Beleewvers. 
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iS » beleevers, ( for you may | 
call all the reſt of the weeks lonnes 
of Sathan rather then ſonnes of 
wen) if(Ifay) his delights were 
with the ſonnes of men, before the 
font aines of the deep were ſtrengthened, | 
or the feundations of the earth were «p- 
pointed : Then certainly his love | 
was alſo towards them before thar | 
time, for his love was the ground | 


of that delight. Indeed the firſt | 
| 


words which Chriſt wrote, was 
love to beleevers, and this Was | 
written with glory(for twasbefore | 


gold was ) upon his boſome, for | 


| then-other books were not. And ! 


it the love were begun time out of 


love ispofſing knowledge (as the Text 
ſaith.). 
And for the time when it was 


it was at ſu.h atime, as in which 
we were moſt unlovely, m hen we lay in 
eur blood, and was nor fo Jovely, as 


ro prevoke any eye to fitty us : 
| Then 


nz w ro —  mo_— "_ Cr R—— 
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Then did Chriſt paſſe by , and it was 
| the time of bis love z and then did his 
love breake forth with the light of 
| life ; for then he ſaid Live, as tis 
Ezek.16. 

Surely hee did ſhew wit, who 
fancied the fained beloved all be- 
ſmeared with a- poyſoned . hand, 
and made leprous thereby, and yet 
} ſtories, that the lover was as con- 
tant in love as ever : But we ſhall 
fhew onely the truth, and the tran- 
fcendency of Chriſts love to belee- 
vers, if we. affirm from Scripture Hi- 
ſtory. When beleevers were all poy- 
 foned with the leprohe of finne, 
and lay as Lepers by the way ſide, 


them by the hand, and opened the 
Tove of his heart, in letting out a 
ftreame of bloud to waſh them, and 
make them cleane, Now , that be. 
tore ever the fountaines of the.deep 
were laid, 2 fountajine of love 
ſhould ſpring up in Chriſfts boſome 
to beleevers; and that it ſhould bee 


then. Jeſus Chriſt came and tooke} , 


they 


opened in his fide, at ſuch a time. as}. 


—- 


{not at himi{clfe , but at you, Hee 


'| you «ver. The end which he drives 


| ——— 


| (briſts love ro Beleevers, 


T3 


they lay in their filth ; What doth | 


this declare , but that Chriſts love 
to beleevers is tranſcendent, and 
(as tis in the Text ) paſſeth know- 
ledge ; it being ſer, and declared at, 
or in ſuch a time. Yet | 

Laſtly, take in the conſideration 
of that end which Chriſt cimes at in 
bas lave to beleevers, and this will de- 
clare it allo to bee tranſcendent. 
Chriſts love to beleevers is its owne 
end : He loves that he may ive 3 and 


this makes the love glorious. Jeſus | 


Chriſt (beleevers ) in all the love 


which he lets qQutto you, aimes 
loves you now , that he may love 


at in declaring love in aleffer mea- 
ſure here, is, that he may declare 
love to you in a greater meaſnre 
hereafter, He makes you veſſels of 
grace in this world , that you may 
be veſſels of glory in that whica is to 
come. All the glory which hee 
aimed at for himſelfe, was the glo- 


ry of his grace, and that ſhall be to- 
| wards 


Fr CY 
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| 


4 ſhould ſer his love before the firſt 


| wards you : Chriſt delights to ſet 
| the-golden apple of bis glory , in the ſil- 
ver picture of your good. Hee being 
love, onely aimes that men may fee 
the lizbe thereof; and he choſe your 
| boſomes (beleevers) as the golden 
Candleſticks to ſet up the glorious 
light of his love to ſhine in. | 
Now then, that fo infinite a Majeſty 

as Chrifts is, ſhould love ſuch meane 
worms as beleevers be : And that he 


| of the times; and let it out in the worſt | 
of times, and that onely for their | 
| food as theend: Oh! who can confi- | 
der this, but muſt fic downe and” 
wonder, and cry ouc, Oh the tran- | 


ſcendency of Chriſts Jove, How ! | 


| how & doth it paſe bnowledye. | 


Having thus demonſtrated a lictle, | 
I would now apply this point at | 
preſent in threc uſes, 
1 Of Conſolation. | 

» Of Convif ion, | 
3 Of Counſel. 

I In as much as Cbrist loveth be-. 


U1%. 


leevers with a tranſcer;dent love : How | 
. may | 


—_ 


|  Chriſts love to Beleevers 


may this comfort beleevers at all 
times ! Thou complaineſt , O be- 
leeving ſoule, that the world doth 
not love thee; nay thou ſayeſt it 
doth hate thee : Why, be of good 
comforr, though the world hateth, 
Chriſt loveth; and the world. can- 
not hate thee ſo much. as he will 
love thee; His love doth tranſcend 
the worlds hatred. What the Ar- 
gel rold Daniel, that ſay I to every 
beleeving ſoule, who groaneth un- 
der the hatred of the world , Dan. 
10.19. Feare not O man greatly Leh» 
ved : Why complaine you (Oh be-, 
leevers) for want of the puddle drops 
of the creatures love; you have the | 
pureſpring of Chriſts love? what | 
weaknefle is it, to cry for want of | 
the light of the Stars, ſo Jong as you 
have the light of the Sunne ? Thou} 
haſt che Creators love (beleever) bee \ 
not ſad therefore in wanting they 
love of the creature; eſpecially con- 
fidering, what a tranfcendent love 
it is. Comfort your ſelves ( O my 
| brethren) with theſe thoughts, Je- 


{us 


DO #S_— 


a. 
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ſas Chriſt loves you , and that love 
of his which he bears to you paſſeth 
hbnowledpe. a 

2 Let this be a word of Convidtion|* 
unto finners, Wretches, be ye con. 
vinced, that however. you "ſay no 
body regardeth beleevers, yet there | 
| is one who is'greater then all, who 
regards them , and that ina high 
manner; know that Chriſt loves 
them with atranfcendent love, You 
break theirſouls in peeces,you ſlay them, & 
You murthber them,and yet you ſay the Lofd 
doth net ſee,neither doth the God of Iſrael 
regard it,Plal.94.7.But be convinced 


| [nowto the contrary: T heLord Jeſus 


dorty ſee , and he doth regard them; 


| and ' ere long hee will make you 


know , that ( however you deale| 
with them )* they 'are deare unto | 
him , though you love them not ar 
al}, yet he loves them highly, Were 
you not afraid (ſaith God) ty ſpeake a- 
gainft my > ſervant Moſes , Num. 12.8. 
God wonders that they were not a- 
fraid to ſpeak againſt a man,whom 
hd loved ſo much. And who can 
a -_ 1 _ 
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chuſe 'but wonder, that ever any 
wretches- ſhoald bee ſo vile, as to 
(peake;/ and att againſt thoſe,craet- 


| Hy , whom Chriſt loves cranſcen> | 


dently ? - But I pity ye ( poor crea» 
tures: ) It may be yon thinke that | 
Chriſt{lights them as you doe ; yet 
be convinced now , and take heed 
hereafter what you" doe; cer- 
tainly who ever they bee , whom 
you oppole, if they be beleevers : Be 
conv.inced-,. that the Lord Jeſus 


love. | v | 
--3 This DoArine might bee a 


love of 'Chri{t., above all the loves 
of the world, O friends! why doe 
you. ſpend your ſelves , and lay out your 
ſoules in the purſuit of that which 3s not 


wiſh you wouldnow be wiſe;you who 
court the creature , court them now 
no.more : I ſbew you a more excellent 
way of love. Confider the tranſcendent 
love of theLordJeſus;and be ye coun- 


rr 


loveth them all with a tranſcendent | 


Counſellour'#and it counſells all to | 
looke after, and prize a'partin the | 


love 3 at leaft not tranſcendent love. T| 


ſee 
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| ſelled to labour to get a ſhare in i. 
Oh thac the hearing of this, that 
Chcift loveth beleevers with a tran-| 
ſcendent love, might make .you 
ficke in your ſoules, till you parti-' 
cipate of this love. | 
| When one heard of the great! 
| Love - which was berweene two 
choice friends, he ſaid, utinam tertius 
 efſem, i. e. O that I were but a third, 
thac I mighe* ſhare with them in! 
their great love, Conſider it , you 
have heard of the bigh tranſcendent 
{ love, which is between Chriſt and 
belcevers.Be on fire therefore, andþyrn | 
with defire , that you,may partake 
| of that love, and that at leaſt you 
mayenjoy that love, which thoſe 
that have moſt, are not able to ex- 
preſſe, or conceivt,ic being a tran- 
ſcendenc love, paſſing knowledge. 
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SERMON IIL- 


GW 


EPHss, 3. V. 19. 
And to know the love of Chrift which 
poſſetb kncwledge, 


QEE are Ianced - out 
S/E into the great depth 
Y/ F& of our Saviours love, 
| S wherein our ſoulcs 
VS Ae may ſwim very{weerly; 
and alchough l can neither ſound 


| ground, nor ſee ſhoare, yer T am loath 


to deſire to be from this Sea; fur it 
were delight in the higheſt manner 
to be drowned here, The love of Chriſt 
is ſo ſurpaſſing ſWeet in it ſelfe , and 
fo infinitly neceſſary for cur ſewges; 
| 48 that ics my delire (at leaſt) to 
CF make 
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The tranſcendency of 


make ſome further diſcovery of its 
tran{cendency. 

You fee-what an —_ the A- 
 poſtle uſeth to exprefle the great- 
nefle of Chriſts love by, viz. That it 
paſſeth knowledye, 


| meaning of the expreſſion, and en- 
'tred upon the proofe of it in the 
proſecution of this point of Do- 


- | Arrine, viz. | 
That the love which Chriſt beareth to | 


beleevers, is a tranſcendent love. 
This being the maine thing 
which I eye inthe Text; and in- 
deed the maine thing which every 
ſoule ought to eye, and live upon: 


cution thereof. 

All which I ſpake the laft time, 
for the demonſtration of the truth 
of the Do@rin,was but in a general 
way : I ſhall therefore now go on 
to demonſtrate the love of Chriſt to 
be tranſcendent from a briefe ſur- 
vey of the courſe of his life. 

Indeed Chriſts life was ( as it 


The laſt time wee gave out the| 


E ſhall proceed further in the proſe- | 


__ — 


Es ee — 
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| Chriſts love to beleevers , may ap- 
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were) but one great ad of love, be- 
gun at his birth , and carried on e- 
ven to the time of his death. 1f 
we follow this Lamb, in the whole 
trat of his life ; we ſhall ſee, chat 
from his cradle , unto his croſſe, the 
whole way was paved ( as the bot- 
tome of Solomons Chariot was ) 
with love, 

There -be three beads, or demon- 
ſtrations which I ſhall now tonch 
upon , that. the tranſcendency of 


peare yet more full and glorious, 
They are theſe : 

1 His birth, and incarnation. 

2 Hw life, and converſation. 

3 His death and paſſion. 

Each of theſe ſeriouſly conſidered, 
will abundantly demonſtrate the 
love of Chriſt to belceyers to bee 
tranſcendent, 

Firſt, conſider his birth and incar- 
nation. How doth Chrifts love| 
tranſcend in this at. The low | 
condeſcention of Chriſt, in be-} 
comming man , doth evidently de- } 
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- 


1 clare the high tranſcendency of his 


love to beleevers: Had it not beene 
great love. in the Lord Jeſus, to 
have taken upon him the: Angelical 
nature? Sare it had. It Chriſt would 
have .come into the world, with 


cydings of love, and life, he might 


have came as an Angell of glory (not 


as a peece of clay )) and ſuch a conde- 
. | 1cention as that had been much. But 


hepaſſed by the nature of Anyels,and took 
upen bim the nature of maxzthat in this 
athee may declare love to belce- 
vers. The Apoſtle tells us , that hee 
tooke not upon bim the nature of Angels, 
Heb.2.16.s zap at57.e.in nowiſe , at 
no band , would he take upon him 


| the Angelicall nature, buc he took 


upon him the ſeed of Abrabam, to de- 
clare his love to the children of 
Abrabam. That we may ſee a lictle 
more clearly how the love of 
Chriſt doth tranſcend in his birth : 
I ſhall ſpeake to this head in ſome 
particulars; and by all of them 
you ſhall ſee how Chriſts love unto 
beleevers did appeare, and ſhine 


glort. 


— 
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he became man, and was borne tor 
their ſakes, 
Here I ſhall conſider therefore 


tour th'n2s, 

x hence Chriſt came, 

2 Where Chriſt came, 

3 How Chriſt came, 

4 Why Chriſt came, gs, 11 
And out of all theſe you will ſee 
'[the tranſcendency of Chriſfis love. ' 

1 Conkder whence be came.Chriſt 
was in the boſome of the Father;where 
ne lay, and lived in his Fathers 


was 1n- 


to beleevers. Jobn tells us , he came 


Chriſt trom all erernity was in 
Reaven, There he had his Fathers 


Fathers love : There he was bleſſed 
in his Fathers boſome £ for ſo the 
Scripture ſaith) he was 2 Tv xo\my 
7; m27p3s, Fob.1,18. He was living 10 
che light of the Fathers love: And 

being with God , he ſolaced him- 
| G 3 ſelte 


particularly (under this head)theſe' 


when he 


love; hence he came to declare love. 


| downe from Heaven, Joh.6, 33. Jeſus 


L ——— ——————————————  _—_—— 


glorioully in this att of his , when:{ 


| 


company : There he enjoyed bis | 


—_—_— 
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| felfe in God. In that very light, 
and glory in which God himlſelfe 
was; in that ſame Tight and glory 
did Chriſt triumph : And yet from 
this, from this he came for beleevers 
ſakes... He forgat (as it were) bis 
kindred, and fathers houſe, to be borne 
for beleevers. To undertake a long 
Journey , and from a rare place, for 
any, doth declare much love to 
them. O how long a journey did 
Chriſt undertake? and from what 
a Paradiſe of pleaſure did he come un- 


Surely great was his affeQion, 
tranſcendent is his love, who came 
(at leaſt fora time) from the an. 


| of love (his Fathers bsſpme) to open 


to beleevers the fountaine of love (his. 
owne boſome. ) 

2 But where did Chriſt come,when | 
he came from heaven? was it into 
ſome Goſhen, ſome land of light ? was 
it into ſome Paradiſe , ſome land of 
life ? was it into ſome Elyſium, 
ſome place of pleaſure? Nothing | 


leffe. The place trowhich he came 


to beleevers', when he was borne? | 


| 


was 


—— —_____ —_ — — — MK 
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| 


| ſcendent love was it, that brought 


| not onely drew bim up with ropes, but 


| been love indeed, Why ler me tell 


Chrifts love to Beleevers. 
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was Egypt, where beleevers ſat in 
darkneſſe : It was the wilderneſſe, 
where beleevers were in the ſhadow 
of death : Twas into this world, where! 
nothing is but vanity, and vexation. 
Hece it was,that Chrilt came four be- 
leevers ſakes: And oh what tran- 


Chriſt here, His eyes ſaw, that his 
beloved ones were in a defiled 
place ( which therefore could not 
bee their reſt, as itis Micah 2.10.) 
his love therefore prevailed with 
him to come here , to fetch his be- 
loved hence. It was great love 
which Ebedmelech the Ethiopian ſhew- 
ed anto Jeremisb, when he came to 
the brinke of that filchy Dungeon, 
in which the Prophet was, and put 
downe cords to draw him thence : 
But what great love had it been, 
if Ebedmelech had not onely come} 
to the brinke of the Dungeon , but 
come downe into the Dungeon, and 


carried him up in bis armes? This had 
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| you (beleevers,) you were in this 
world, in a worler Dungeon , then 
[:remiah was, in which you were 


drowned in the mire thereof : And the 
Lord ):{us Chriſt came (when hee 
| was borne ) not onely to the brizk 
of the Dungeon with cords to draw 


to take you up in his very boſome, 
bn and to bring you out from periſh. 
inghere, I came forth from the Fatber | 
(ſaich Chriſt ) that was great love; | 
but he addeth, 7 came into the world, 
Joh.16.28. Here was love indeed : 


ready to dye for hunger, and to bee 


you up, but into the Dungeon it ſelf, 


1 for Chrilt tro come from Heaven 


( Sathens kingdome.) For Chrift to 
come from the plece in which glory 
ſhines CHeaver,) unto a place which 


to come out from the preſence of the 
Father, who alwayes ſmiled upon 


(the Fathers Throne ) into the world! 


lyes in evill (the world,) For Chrilt | 


men , "whoever frewned upon him : 
For him to come from thence, 
where he alwayes heard the Halle. 


him , and to come into the place of | 


lujabs 


_ —— 
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lyjabs of Angels, to-c ome here,where | 
his cares were filled wich the revi- 
linys of ſinners © BaIG ! O the height, 
 |andthedepth ! O the breadth,and 
length ! O the tranſcendency of 
Chriſts love to belecyers! 

3 But bow came Chriſt here? Came 
he in pomp, with glory? Came he 
with the ſound of a Trumpet ; that 
all might know , that though hee | 
did come into a cottage, yet he was a | 
Prince. No, but rather in a poore | 
meane way, Indeed. when Chriſt ' 
was borne, an beavenly boaſt appeared, | 
praifing of God, ard ſiroins : But that 
was rather, to diſcover vnto the 
world, thar the Saints lover was 
come into their Country, then any 
[ way tO dignifte him , wit indeed 
was above all glory, Some expound 
that place, Jj:.42, 12. He ſpall rot 
| cry, nor lift up, 1.07 cauſe #4 woyee to bee | 
heard in vbe ſtreets. &c. As it it did 
meane,that Chriſt thou'a not carry 
the matter (about which he came) 
| | in an outward glorions manner, 
with pomp ; but that in a filent, 
BOL 


— 
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j And it you confider the hiftory of 
| his Nativity, you will fay, that 
| Chriſt camenot with any great ſhew; 
{| he was borne , not the Son of ſome 
{ great Yueen, but the Infant of a 
| was not a mighty Monarch, but a 


{ which he was twitted in the teeth, 
} as aiſgracefull, [s nt this the Carpen- 


| come into the world! when he was 


| him in the cratch. He that was wont 


} Cherybims, was content to be found 


— 
—___ 


way, he ſhould both come and doe 
| all that, unto which his Fathers 
{ love, and his owne did defigne him. 


' poore Vergin : His reputed father 


| meane Carpenter. This was it, with 


ters Soy? O how meane did Chriſt 


borne in an Inne, and that happily 
none of the beſt (for there were not 
many lodgings in it) and therefore 
his travelling mother was faine to 
lye in the ſtable, and there was hee 
brought forth. And how did he lye? 
when being ſwadled with ſome 
homely cloaths , his mother laid 


i fit upon the Throne amidſt the 


inthe watch among brui s. Verily, 


while 


by 
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while we conſider this, wee muſt 
needs conclude that Chriſts love 
was ſurpalling great, in that hee 
would vouchſate toſeem (at leaſt) 
yea, and in a bamaine way 10 bee ſo 
little, and to lye ſo low for your 
lakes. But 

4 Joyne to all theſe, the end of 
Chriſts comming into the world , and 
this will exccedingly heighten the 
demonſtration, and evince that in- 
deed the love of Chriſt paſſeth know- 
ledge. Why, for what did he come ? 
upon what deſign came the King of 
glory from heaven, to earth , in fo 
meane a way 3 came he to take the 
Grownes off from the heads of Kings ,; 
and to put them upon his own : in- 
dzed Herod feared this, but without 
ground, for Chriſt came for no ſuch 
end, But the end for which he came 
was love. His deſign was to d:clare,and 
make kifowne that love which lay 
bid from eternity (in his owre, and 
Fathers bolome ) unto beleevers, 
There fore it was that he was borne 


in time , viz. that belcevers 4 


ces 
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| into the world, and you will ſee 


— —— 


fee, and know that love which 
hee bare. to them from before 
time, 

I will in a word mention (omit- 
ting others) ſix particular ends for 
which Chriſt was borne, and came 


__— 


them (like (0 many ſeverall lines in 
a compatle) meet all in Lve, asin; 
their alone cexter, 

I The firſt end for which he was 
born was, to redeem the precious (oules 
of. bel-evers from that ſlavery in which 
they Ley; yea and their boc i:s alſo from 
that vanity unto which ( with the 
reſt of the creatures ) they were , 
ſubjeFed. Chriſt ſaw his beloved | 
ceptiv?s in Sathans kingdome, | 
bound with chaines, and made ſlaves 
unto his will, This fight went to | 
his fone ; and his love could not | 
containe it ſelte, but he mit come, 


| that his beloved might be ſer free, 


That this was the end of his nati- 
vity,the Apoſtle witnefſeth, Gal.4.4 


When (aith he} the fulneſſ> of time | 
was come , God ſent bis Sonne (and 
he | 
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he readily came ) made of a woman, 

made under the Law, 16 redeeme them 

that were under the law,that we might re- 

ceive the adoption of ſons, You were 

once (laves ( beleevers ) and Chriſt 
was born that you might be ſonnes. 

And a part of that adoption to 

which you were redeemed, is not 

only the redemption of your ſouls 

' | ( chough that be the cheite ) but 

alſo, the redemption of your bodyes, as 

tis cleare, Row. $8.23. This wasthe 

end why Chriſt was borne, and 'T 
think I need not ſay, it was an end 
of love , for yon cannot conſider. 
this , but you muſt confeſſe 
that. 

2 Another end which Chriſt 
aimed at in his nativity, was fo bee 
fitted to ſuffer for beleevers ſakes. 
As Chriſt was God, and ſhined 
with the glory and majeſty of the\ 
Dicty; buffetrings, ſpictings,bind- | 
ing; ec. could not, durſt not, take 
hold upon him, when hee ſpake 
but that word, I AM HEE, the| 
glory of his God-head ſhining 

| through | 


= 
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chrough it,as through a crevile )it is 
ſaid, they that came to ſeize him, 
wentbackward and fell ts the ground, Joh, 
18.6. Chriſt knew that as hee was 
God, he could not ſuffer, and yet 
a-necelity he ſaw of ſuffering for 
beleevers ſakes ; Therefore he was 
contented to cloud the glory of 
his Deity, with the mantle of the 
ſeed of Arabam, that ſo he might 
be fitted to ſuffer for them. When 
 Cedrus ſaw that his death would 
profit his Country, and that while 


| 


| way finnes g he ſaw alſo, that yer 


he had on his imperiall robes none 
durft (lay. him, the hiſtorian ſaith, 
' Depoſitis imperii-in fognibus, famularem 
Cultum induit, &c. 1,c, Hee laid aſide 
the royal robe, and put on an h:mely ba- | 
bit, that he might bee fit to dye 
in that diſguiſe. My beloved, the 
Lord Jeſus ſaw that the blood of 
bulls and goates could not take a- 


if ever beleevers lived, it muſt be by 
blood : And therefore, the father 
having prepared him a body (as tis 
Heh.10.5.) his heart had this Jaw 


of | 
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of love written in it, that he took 
the body, that thereby he might be 
fit to bleede. Surely you. are| 
blind if you ſee not love in this end, | 
' |viz, That Chriſt was borne to be? 
fit to dye. | 

3 A third end why he was born, 
was, that he might be like belee- 
yers. Love tends to likenefle, 
Chriſt becauſe he loved, would bee 
born, that he might be like them-in 
all things, . whom he loved abdve 


'C pirit)in the likeneſſe of man, Phil.2.7. 
He beheld his beloved in the forme 
of ſervants, and he would be born, 
that hee might be in their forme. 
Chriſt ſaw his deare ones, cloathed 
with the ſackcloth of humaine na- 
ture ( for that compared with the 
4.5 gener is but as haire to filke ) 
and therefore ſtoopt to a nativity, 
that he might be in the ſame faſhi- 
on, and appear in the ſame ſuite. 
Though the humane nature ( eſpe- 


I G—_ 


all things, He was made (ſaith the| 


cially cloathed with infrmities )| 
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were buta very meane array, yet 
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I 


unto belcevers.Surely this was love. | 


| hamſelf more clearly and convincingly un- 


| 


{ leevers, Chriſt is nearer united to 


| 


"——_ 
his divine love made him eſteem it 
above the angellicall ; Therefore! 
palling by the nature of Angells, he 
tooke upon bim the nature of man,and | 
was borne, that he might be like 


But, ; | 

4Chriſt in his nativity aimed at a* 
nother end{as like,in love, the for- 
mer as might be ) & that was to unite 


tobeleevers. Union is an effe& of af- 
fe&ion, and love defires"to unite. 
And if union be deſigned as the 
end of any at, we may ſafely ſay, 
love was the agent in that deſigne, 
Chrift indeed unites himſfelfe to 
belgevers, by communicating unto! 
them his owne divine nature; But; 
that he might make the union 
more firme he was borne to take 
upon him their bumane nature. Be- 


——— — 


you, then unto the Angells ; his 
love © you did in this reſpeC tran- 
ſcend his love to them; he tooke 
not upon him their nature, and ſo 
was 


<> — 
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was notunited to them that way; 
but he took npon him your nature, 
and was for this end born, that he 
might be united to you this way. 

| Say,is not this love ? Yet 

5s Chriſt had another end of 
love, for which he was borne, viz, 
T bat be might be fitted in a more fawii- 
liar manner to condeſcend th the capaci= 
ties, yed, and to (ympathize with the 3n- 
firmities of beleevers, Chriſt deſires 
to converſe with them ſweetly, and 
to- ſympathize with them ſeriouſly ; 
neither of which he could (o clear- 
ly do as God, therefore it was, he 
would be born mar. As he was God, 
and had only the divine nature, be- | 


manner to'converſe with him : his 
glory was ſo amazing, that their 
weake eyes conld not dehold it ; 
his majeſty was ſo overpow- 
ering , that their fraile ſpirits 
| conld not converfe with it. Hee 
was therefore pleaſed to take our 
nature and be borne ; that they 


i 
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leevers were not able in ſo free a | 


mighe converſe familiarly with his 
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grace,and not die, who could not 
bebold fally his glory, and live. Had 
Jeins-Chriſt tooke upon him the 
nature of Angells ,- and ſo haye 
come into the world unto his, alas, 
his preſence ( like that of the An- 
gells ). had been tercible : -Belee- 
yerscould not have borne it, For 
this end therefore the word was mad: 
fleſh and dwelt among ſt us ( as tis Fobn 
I.x4.) That ſo we might behold the 
£lory of God, in the onely begotten ſorn?. 
The divin glory can nowmore ſafe- 
ly bee contemplatcd by beleevers , 
while it is in the tent ( that I may 
allude to the word ixlwzow.) of 
fleſh; then it could bee by it 
ſelfe. 

Now beleevers may looke upon 
the iluſter of bis Deity more {wcetly, 
while they can behold it as ( it 
were ) through the love-bood of-bu- 
manity, Beſides, Chriſt being borne 
he is now fitted to ſympathize with 
the infirmities of his. 7: behoved bim 
(faich the Holy ghoſt)in al things to 
be made libe(and this isſpoken of his 

| be- 
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that bee might bee Hxeiuay : i, & one 


pity, Heb.2.17. Chrift by his being 
borne, and ſo aftually experien- 
cing the infirmities of the humaine 
nature, knows now the better how 


me, is not this great love, that Je- 
ſusChriſt(who might(if he would) 
have ſollaced himſelfe in the con- 


our infirmities, yet that he) would 
be borne; that ſo we might bebold 
his glory,” and be might ſympathize With 
us ; heby his birth condeſcending 
to our capacities, and making 
himſelfe ſenſible of our infirmi- 
ties. | 

6 Adde to all theſe ends this, in 


- | the Jaſt place, That Chriſt by bis na- 


tivity bath raiſed our humaine nature, 
the dipnity of which was another end of 


love of Chriſt to tranſcend in this; 


end of his nativity ! Certainly be-| 


= IDY  leevers 


co ſympathize with his. - Now tell | 


templation of his awneglory, and| 
never have ſtoopt to the ſence of | 
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it Oh ! how might I ſhew the { 
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becomming man) unto bis brethren, | 


that can ſhew tender mercy orf| 


g 


TEE 


L102 


a. 


- The tranſcendency of 


— 


nature _) pliſter in the golden (1 


would ſtoop ſo low, as to be born 


{ tranſcendency of Chriſts love) was 
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leevers, Chrift by uniting your na- 
ture to his owne,did mightily dig- 
nite it. How doth the humaine 
nature ſhine in the Juſter of the di- 
vine : How doth the peble ( mans 


ſhould ſay the glorious ) ring of 
the divine nature, O ! the tran(- 
cendency of Chriſts love, that hee 


for this end, that thereby he might 
raiſe high the nature of his beloved 
| ONES, 7.2. beleevers. 

So that thus you ſee how the] 
birth of Chriſt ( throughly view- 
ed )giveth a bright diſcovery of the 
tranſcendency of his love. Cer- 
tainly, if you ſpiritually contem- 
plate all that love which ſhines in 
the birth of the Lord Jeſus : 
you will eafily conclude , that 
his love to beleevers paſſeth know- 


"edge. 
| Theſecond head ( from which 
I laid I would demonſtrate the 


| the life of Chriſt. And now a little 
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to ſpeake to this ; you muſt not i-{ 
magine that 1 dare undertake the 
whole hiftory of his life, and de- 
monftrate his tranſcendent love 
from every a& thereof, No, this 
| were too large a field to walke in, 
Tthall hint ſome thing in the gene- 
rall of it, and then I ſhall in a 
more particular manner ſpeake to 
| ſome remarkable paſſages thereof, 

all ſpeaking inlet love to 
beleevers. General: the life of Chriſt 
was a perfect myrrour of bus love : e- 
very aCtion of it was full of love, 
[and if we put all the aftions of his 
life together, we may conclade that 
he was borne not ſo much to live, 
as to love, There was not a word 
which dropped from his )ips, but 
it was full ot love, and for his 
| workes which he did, they all ſpake | 
love ſo loud, as that the deafcf 
[eare might heare ic. So that we|' 
| may ſay(as the Pſalmiſt in another 
Jcaſe), There is no ſpeech, nor language 
where the voyce of hzs love was not bears, 
[the lize thereof wert through every af of | 
tb 3 bis 
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bis life. Should we begin at the 


| particulars, and ſhew how Chritſt 


Temple, where he diſputed with 
the Doors, and follow him to 
the mount, where he was crucified by 
the Soaldiers, we (ſhould fee all the 
way ſtrowed with lpve-roſes. And 
as there is no beame in the ſunne, 
in which there is not light 3 ſo, 
there was no a& in the life ot, 
Chriſt, but toa ſpirituall eic, ſhines 


tt. 
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wich thelight of love.But(omiting 
others) I ſhall inftance only in tive 


in the ations of his lite, did de- 
clare the cranſcendency of his 
love. 

1 7eſws Chriſt did run for beleevers 
ſakes through all the miſeries of this life, 


You cannot bee in any milery | 
( which z humane ) but Chriſt was in | 
it for you, to ſweeten it unto you. Art | 
thou bangry ? he was, Xdat.q 3. Arc | 
chou - thirſty ? hee was: Art cho | 
Weary ? he was, Jobn 4. 6. Meeteſt | 
thou with ſcoffings, ſcornings, derviſi - 
ons, blaſpyemies, buffettings, why, thy | 
Lord Chriſt out of his tranſcen- 


d-nt 
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dent love)runned through all theſe 
In his lite for thee. Beleevers; I | 
beleech you mind it, when/-ever 
you meet with any of the miſeries 
of this life, your beloved mer with | 
them for your ſakes, and that for}. 
this end, that he might ſweeren 
them to your ſouls... And' there+-| 
fore when you meet with, andatre} 
prefſed by, the miſeries of this life} 
in any kind,then think upon your | 
Saviours love, who lived a life ſen- 

fible of theſe miſeries, out of i his 

loveto you, AndI doubt not but 

you will ſay,O tranſcendent love? . 

2 The Lord Jeſus ſubmitted to all the 
duties of religion (which was not only #0- 
fulfill the righteouſheſſe of tbe Law) but 
to declare the infini:neſſe of bis love i for 
by it beleevers may ſee, be requires of 
them at no time, more then bee did bim- 
ſelfe, The yoake of Chrift, by this 
is made (ſmooth and eafte. Now] 
his. commandements will appeare, | 
not to be grievgws , becauſe he did 
obey them firſt himſelfe. There is 


no duty ( O belceving ſoule ! }) -un- 
H. 4 'tol 


———— 
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to which thou canſt be called in the 
whole courſe of thy life , bat thy 
Saviour in his life did the ſame.The| 
child may wel ſay,be hath a loving 
father , when as he can fee him ficſt 
doing that himſelfe in his owne 
perſon which he commands it to 
doe, Your everlaſting Father Jeſus 


| Chriſt (O ye children of faitb) in his | | 


life went through (in his owne 
perſon) all thoſe performances | 
which you are to doe in Religion. 
And is not this tranſcendent 
love ? 

3 Our L1din the whole courſe of bis 
life was &ver careſull to provide and uſe | 
all poſſible meanes for the ſtrengthening 
of beleevers graces. Knowledge and} 
aith ; are the two great graces for | 
the (weetning of the life of belee-| 
vers, and Chriſt was very careful] 
to ſtrengthen them, Therefore it | 
was that he ſpake chiefly to. thoſe 
things which mighe ſtrengchen | 
theſe graces, For knowledge , how 
lovingly did he ſpeake that which 
his Diſciples were able ts beare? And : 


if 


WE p - - — 


| 


| its eahe to obſerve how ready ! 


| 


E 


| ſakes , that he was not there when 
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it he thoughe they did not well un- | 
derſtand what he ſaid, how loving- 
ly did he expound all things t» them 
when they were alone ?as tis Mark 4.33 

34. Yea when they asked him of 
any parable, what its meaning 
might be? How lovingly did hee 
latisfie their deſires, telling them, 
that it was their priviledge, and to 
them it was given to know the myſterjesof 
the Kingdome of God, Luke 8.9,10.Nay 
when - Jeſus had fpoke any thing, | 
which they anderttood not,and did ; 
but perceive their reaſoning among chem- | 
ſelves about it, he did voluntarily | 
(not being asked)) inform them, as 
in that Mat.16.7,8,9,And for faith, 


— 
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Chriſt was to ſtrengthen it. Did hee 
not rejoyce when he had an oppor- | 
tunity fo to doe? Marke that. in | 
7ob.11. when Lezars wes dead,and |: 
hee knew how his raiſing of him | 
would conduce to the confirming 
of their faith, he profeſſeth (fpea k- | 
ing of it ) that be was glad for their 


he © 
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he dyed,to the intent they might beleeve? 
yerſ{.15. Now (my beloved,) what 
doth this care oiChriſtto ſtrengthen | 
your graces declare, but the tran- 
ſcendency of his love to your 
foules, 

4 Jeſus Chriſt in bis life aimed 
more at , and rejoyced more in beleevers 
| comforts then his owne, When he heard 
_ | that great voice from heaven, ſay- 
ing, I bave glorified st (5.e, his name) 
and Twillglrifie it, He ſaid, This 
voice came not for bis ſake » but for bis 
| Diſciples. It ſeems his end in that 
| requeſt { for that voice was an an- 
| {wer to his prayer ) was not his 
glory,ouc their good. And there- 

ore, not rejoycing himſelfe in the} 
excelent glory of that voice from 
heaven, hee ſpeakes to them , and 
applies it 'to them, proteſſing it 
was for their ſakes; Joh-12-30.Hence | 
itisalſo, that he when he was to 
| dye, and knew that his boure w.#s come, | 
|} (and fo one would thinke ſhould 
have retired, and ſpent his time for| 
bimſelfe\) he ſet himſcl te to _ 

Orr 
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fort his Diſciples, that in ſo doing, | 
h2 might -5; we that having loved 
chem, he loved them to the end, 
wich a cranſcendent love, Joh.13.1. 
Tell me {m7 beloved) ſhould you 
ſee one going to the Stake, or Scat- 
fold to dye,and ſhould you obſerve 
him ſpend all his time, breath, and 
eloquence in comforting {ome one 
dear beloved;would n&t you ſay his 
love did tranſcend, in making him 
forget himſelf,co comfort her?why 
lo ic was with your Saviour: There 
were but few houres er: he was to 
be: taken, and to ſuffer. And yer, 
as if he minded (as indeed hedid) 
the comfort of his Diſciples more 
then his owne,he improves all that 
time and ſpent(as it were)al hiselo- 
quence upon them,labouring to it- 
lence their deſpairings,and forrows, 
not minding his owne death, 
and ſufferings. Oh tranſcendent 
love! | 
Laſtly, It muſt be alſo minded, 
that Feſus Chriſt being to pray to bas 
Father ( the laſt aRion as it were of 


his 
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8 { his life) be in that prayer declared the 
| tranſcendency of bis love ,. by putting uf 
| more requeſts in the bebalf of beleevers, 
then of bimſelfe. You know the pray- 
er in Job.17. And if you obferve it, 
| ou ſhall fnde, that albeic in the 
+arHorng he-prayes for himſelfe 
| in that (Father the bowre is come glori- 
fiethy Son) yet having bur as (it 
| were) mencloned this in the x verſ7 
and reiterated it in verſ,5. he doth 
(in a manner) ſhut himſelfe out of 
| all che reſt of the prayer,and ſpend 
eth ic wholly for beleevers. And 
| oh what glorious things did he 
beg in their behalf ! That the Father 
world keep and preſerve them, ver. I5, | 
| That be would ewne and ſanfifie them, 
| | ver. 10.17. T hat they might be one with 
the Fatber, as be was one, ver. 21,22. 
| And in the clofe of all , how doth 
{ he intreat the Father, to admit them 
to be RIG ws, and . __ 
bis glery'; and how ſtrongly doth he 
wn. 4 for this! doth vn, 4h uſe the 
| cogent motive of love ? for thou lo- 
b5- vedſ# me, ver.24. As it he ſhould ſay, | 


Father} 
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Father ,I know t bou loveſt me, thou didf 
ſo before ever the world was ; now 1 be- 
ſeech thee by that love ,, as if ever thou 
wouldeff declare that thow deſt love meg | 
owne, preſerve, ſanftifie , make one with | 
thy ſelfe, mine as 1 am (for this is the 
argument to the whole prayer )and 
let them, whom T loved in the world, bee 
with me when tbey leave the world : © 
Fatber , as thou leveſt me , bear , grant 
this (as my laſt) requeſt for my beloved 
nes, Tell me now , how tranſcen- 
dent is Chriſts Jove? and how near 
doe beleevers lye to his boſome? 
who being now ( as it were) to 

ray and dye, forgets himſelfe,and , 
a out his laſt requeſts in ſo 
many, ſo tranſcendent particulars 


in their behalfes. 
Thus you fee how eafie itis to 


and yet running, to read all along 
tranſcendent love to beleevers. But 
I muſt now ſpeake a word to the 


alſo as lively demonſtrating ( as ei- 


runne through the life of Chriſt, | 


death of Chriſt, and you ſhall ſee this | 


| ther , or both the other branches) 
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[ his life) be .in that prayer declared the | 


| oh what glorious things did he | 


{ he intreat the Father, to admit them 
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tranſcendency of his love ,. by putting up | 
more requeſts in tbe bebalf of beleevers, 
then of bimſelfe. You know the pray- 
er in Job.17. And if you obferve it, 

ou ſhall inde , that albeic in the 

ginning he-prayes for himſelfe 
in that (F atber the buure is come glori- 
fiethy Son) yet having bur as (it 
were) mentioned this in the 1 verſ7 
and reiterated it in verſ,5. he doth 
(in a manner) ſhut himſelfe out of 
all rhe reft ofche prayer,and ſpends 
 eth ic wholly for beleevers. And 


beg in their behalf ! That the Father 
wonld keep and preſerve them, ver. I5, | 
\ That be would owne and ſanftifie them, 
| ver. 10.17. That they might be one with 


the Fatber , as be was one, ver. 21,22. 
And in the cloſe of all, how doth 


to be there where be was, and to bebold 


bis glory'; and how ſtrongly doth he 
re for this! doth ac uſe the 
cogent motive of love ? for thou lo- 
vedſt me, ver.24. As if he ſhould ſay, 
Father | 
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ſo before ever the world was ; now 1 be- 
ſeech thee by that love , as if ever thou | 
wouldef declare that thow doſt love me, | 


thy ſelfe, mine as I am (for this is the 
argument to the whole prayer )and 
let them, whom I loved in the world, bee 
with me when tbey leave the world : © 
Father , as thou leveſt me , bear , grant 
this (as my laſt) requeſt for my beloved 
nes, Tell me now, how tranſcen- 
dent is Chrilſts love? and how near 
doe beleevers lye to his boſome? 
who being now ( as it were) to 
ray and dye, forgets himſelfe,and , 
Rn out his laſt requeſts in ſo 
many, ſo tranſcendent particulars 
in their behalfes. 
Thus you fee how eafie it is 0! 


and yet running, to read all along 
tranſcendent love to beleevers. But 
I muſt now ſpeake a word to the 


Father ,I know t hou loveſt me, thou didſ | 


owne, preſerve, ſanftifie , make one with | 


runne through the life of Chriſt, 


death of Cbriſt, and you ſhall ſee this | 
alſo as lively demanſtrating ( as ei- | 


| ther , or both the other branches) 
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the tr uth of the point” vis, That 
the ly v- of Chriſt te belcevers paſſeth 
hnowled ge. 

The chird head of demonſtrations 


to it a litcle diftinly, © though 
briefly. 

But where {hal we begin his paſ- 
fron ?, and at what part of it ſhall 
we enter upon this demonſtration? 
thall we goe with him into tae 
Garden (indeed there it began ) or 


(how upon it, it ended) or ſhall we 
{peake of what he ſuffered in the 
high Prieſts hall? I thinke ir not a- 
miſſe to mention each. 

To begin therefore at he Garden 
in which Chriſt was taken. O how 
eranſcendently ſweet is the ſmell of 
his love here! | | 

Beleevers looke npon your Savi- 
our in the Garden; See him, when 
his ſoule beg:n te be ſorrowfull , and 


be faith, My ſoule is exceeding ſorrew- 


 "— 1 


being the death of Chriſt, I ſhall ſpeak 


ſhall wee aſcend MAfount Calvan}| 


very beavy,and liften a lictle to what | 


fall even unto the death, Matth.26.38. 
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you experienced Saints! Tell me, / 


{what manner of love is this : For 


your Lord to be fad nnto the death, 
that he might remove thoſe clouds, 
which have ſometimes kept your 
ſoules in the ſhadows of death and 
derknes.But go on andliiten to your 
Lords cry to the Father, once, and 
againe , when he begged that the 
ap mig bt paſſe from him : Surely the 


wrath in the bottome of the cup was very 


bitter / which made him defire to 
be delivered from it:) But as ſurely 
the love in Chriſts toſome was very 


ſweet, which yet prevailed with 


him, to fubmit his will to the Fa- 
thers , and to drive it up for your 
ſake. Did you heare ever of ſweating 
in a cold night , and that upon the 
cold ground,in an open Garden? Surely 
you will ſay he muſt be bot within, 
that can , or could doe ſo. Why, 
the beat of your Saviours love was 


[ſuch , asthat ie ſupported him to 


beare the beat of Gods wrath, that 
as cold as the night was ( and twas a 
winters night as is rationally con- 


jeQured) 
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ſufferings, beleevers for your ſakes, 


—— 


conjetared ) and as open as the 
place was ( « garden) yet then, and 
chere,he did ſweat,and that clodsof 
blood Jhis veines iſſuing out freely, 
and the air conjcaling it preſently): 
and this, in the beginning of his 


I preſume you are not blind ( and 
yet certainly you are ) if you can- 
not read matchleſſe love in this, 
Some have been ſo weake ( reports 
reitterated tells us ſo) as to write; 
letters to their beloved with their 
blood : If it be true,you will fay | 
it is mach(and Ile ſay, 't was med 
Bur yet let me tell you, its no {im- 
ple tale, but a ſweet truth, Chriſt! 
in the garden bled enong b to write a large 
letter of love toyou- And if you read 
ſpiritually,you'l read ſuch love, as 
yet, when you read, you cannot ex- 
prefle it, while you read the ſtory 
of Chriſts agony in the garden. 
The greatneſſe of Adams folly is not 
fo legible in his eating tbe for- 
bidden fruit in the gerden (which | 


was the ſhutting of us our 


Of | 
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of paradiſe) As the tranſcendency of 


Chriſts love, i in bis agony in the gar- 
den (which was to re-inſtate belee- 
vers. in a happyer ſtate then Pa- 
radiſe was, or could be.) 

Bat lers follow our Lord from 
the garden, to the High Prieſts ball, 
and here, lets heare a lictle the bide- 
ous out-cryes of the rude rabble againſt 
bim, Ah Lord ! what was that 


ſtopped our Saviours cares, ſo that| 


he would not regard ? and filen- 
ced his tongue, that he would not 
reply? walt not love ? when you 
read, how ſome ſpit upon, and others 
railed at Chriſt: How ſome blaſphe- 
med him, and others buffetted bim, 
how many ſceffed, how many ſcor- 
ned, how many accaſed, how all cr)- 
ed out againſt bim : I ſay when you 
read this, cannot you as ſweetly 
read the tranſcendent love of Chrift 
to you, as the traxſcendent malice 
of the Jewes againſt Chriſt, . 
Bur not to ſtay 'here, goe out 
wich Chriſt co Calvary. ( As hee al- 
'cends the mount, doth not the de- 


I monftra. 
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| monftration aſcend too.) See him 
nailed to the croſſe for your ſakes, and 


by the maſters aſſemblies ( ſuch as 
Payl was ) viz, That the love of 
Chriſt paſſeth knowledge. Surely be- 
leevers, Chriſts banging of: the croſſe, 
and them breathing out bis loft breath, 
| and powering out bingbgarts blood, in a 
ſhameful, curſed, and tormenting way, 
for your ſakes, is enough t9 make 
' you | cry Jout,0O the depth of bir love ! 
{*T was well ſaid by one, that mount 
| Calvery, was loves- Academy : and he 
is worſe then a Dunce, that cannot 


{ v- 
| ove to beleevers here. 


ftrength , and za fuch Sermon of love in| 
| the Bible, ner in the creation, as thef 
blood of the crofſe, ſaith a fine pen. 
| Greater love then this hath - no 
[max | that a man lay downe bis life for 


The tranſcendency of =" 


te] mee, if that fight, doth not | 
cleare this truth ( as a nate faſtened, | 


| leane the tranſcendency of Chriſts | 


T be blood of tbe creſſe ſpeakes love in | 


w 


— 


| bis friends, Fob. 15.13. Indeed m 

hath no greater(nay ſcarce ſo grea 

a love as that : ) Bat Jeſus Chriſt 
| | had, 


oy EY 
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had, and ſhewed as great, ( nay a 
| far greater love then this) for hee 
laid downe his life for his foes(ſuch 
beleevers you were. ) *T was but a 
brag of Peter ( his words were great- 
er then his love} when he ſaid hee 
would dye for Chrif#: But *cwas a | 
reality in Chriſt, when ſpeaking of 
the baptiſme of his death, he ſaid, | 
| How am I ftreightened till it be ac- | 
| compliſhed. | 
| Certainly it was large hve, that 
| ſtgengthened his ſoule, till he taſted of | 
death for you. The Scriptures re- ; 
cords it, as the charafter of the 

| 


OOMEND 4 


—” 
. 


tr anſcendency of the Martyrs love 
to Chriſt, that they loved not their 

lives unto the death'for his ſake :| 
But alas, their death for Chriſt was 
{bur their duty ( they were bound” 
to it, becauſe Chriſt loved them. ) 
| whereas Chriſts love to us is grace, 
|for bee loved us firſt, Aske a con- 
demned Malefatour , what if the 
Princes fon ſhould go to his father 
and fay ; Father, I confeſſe the wretch| 
s deſervedly - dye, bun I fee a willing- | 

2 


neſſe 


——— 
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& 


| pretſed to you, in his death for 


1 - I muſt profeſſe, if you can, 1 
{ cannot : This head of demonſtra- | 


| ne eintbee, that bee ſbculd live; only| 
perceive it ſticks with thy juſtice * Thou: 
wouldeſt magnifie thy mercy in bis par- 
don, could: ſt thou al[s [atisfie thy juſtice: 
why, for that father here I am, ard / wil 
dye my ſelfe to [atisfie thy juſtice, onely 
let the poore wretch bive to the glory of 
thine,and my free-grace : And having 
chus ſaid , ſhould goe to. the place 
of execution, andgye indeed: Aske 
(I ſay) the MalefaQor, what kind 
of love hee counts, and calls this. 
Belecvers, aske your owne hearts 
( for you were the Malefatours ) 
Andtell me what word is great e- 
nough to exprefie the great love| 
of Jeſus Chritt which he lively ex- 


you. Surely , you will ſay , the 
tbought of the love is too big for 
your mouth, you cannot through 
your narrow expreſſions, Jet out. your 
large conceptions of Chriſts love 
in his death. 


tion, is fittcr for meditation, then 


_ 


\ Caxpreſſion. 


| T6 briſts love to Beleevers, © 
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expreſſion. And yet when wehave 
medicated the moſt of it, we ſhall 
never be able to reach the height of | 


are \wallowed up by the thoughts 
of his death. Bis death doth ſet 
out his love moſt to the life, 1 
will wind up this head with this 
conclufion; You are no Schollers 
in Chriſts Schiele, it you cannot 
read a large and long LeCure of Jove 
upon Chriſts croſſe: Letit paſle as | 
an epboriſme; The love of Chriſt, ex- | 
preſſed in þis death, - tranſcends ſo bigh 
above our theuphts, that wee ſhall ne- 
ver be able to ceme to the height thereof 
| all our life. Ris love tranſcends our ex* | 
preſſipns , confounds our conceptions: 
| | yet it muſt be belcived and applyed. 
Art preſent I ſhall offer bur 
three words, to help you in the 
application of the tranſcenden- 
cy of Chriſts love to beleevers. 
Firſt, Stand and wonder ( O belee- 
ving ſoules) at thy love : Indeedits 
fitter for wonder then words : Think 


it, Thethoughts of Chritts life, | 


upon this that I have ſaid, and Jet 
| | 3 Rp onr 


— -- - 


| 
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"AY 


- | aſcended to ſome height , then in 
-| and ſay, Lord Jeſus, whet is man (by 


| | thou fhouldeſt this minle me , as to bee 
| borne of me, to live, yea to dye ] ta de-! 


| (which you may interpref found your 


your thoughts dwell upon the| 
meditations- hereof; and when in|. 
the working of your thoughts , you have 


che wonderment of your ſoules, cry out, | 
O9 the deptb ! of the love of Chriſt, 
which” pafſeth knowledge. Wonder 


fin the Worſt of creatures ) and what am 
I ( by unbeliefe the worſt of men ) that 


clare love to me. O that you would 
live, and loſe your ſelves in the 
thoughts of your Saviours love! 
And when you have loft your ſelves 


ſoules ) in the bottomleſle gulfe of 
| your Lords love; then recover 
| Your ſpirics againe, and cry out, 
| Ob abe dazling beights!0 the confound- 
ing ( yet comfortable) depths ! Ob 
the divine ( yet immenſurable ) di- 
menſions of the love of Chriſt which 
pafſerb knowledge. 

2 Lament, O! lament { belcevers ) 
when you conſider that notwithſtanding 


C brift | 
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Chri# doth thus love you , yet you are | 
too too apt to neglef# the conſideration 
theresf , and too too poort in its requitall. 
That holy man (Mr. Welch) wept 
becauſe be (aw bis beart ſo dull, that bee 
could -not conſider the love of Chriit as | 
be ſhould, and would. And truly, | 
who can with a Gy eye conſider, | 
the negle& of the thought of the | 
tranſcendent love of Chriſt? whar | 
O ſoule, doth Chriſt love thee | 
much , and doſt thou thinke on't | 
but little 2 Canſt thou ſpend daies } 
and weekes in reading the fond fax- 
cies of fained loves ? And haft not 
thou an houre to meditate on the | 
reall royall love of the Lord Feſw ? | | 
And as thou mindeſt it but ſeldcme, | 
ſo thou requiteſt it but ſorrily, What 
[mall returnes of love, hath Chrift 
had from thee, ſor this >aft expence [ 
of love upon thee? Hee loves us 
richly ; but, alas, we love him poorly. 
His love paſſeth knowledge, none can 
underſtand it; and our love in at 
lad ſenſe , pfſeth knowledge too , for þ- 
[one can perceive it, How _ | 

alas, 


tt... 
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| dayes', and though his love was 


lalas , doe we, will we forſake for 


Chrift?-'C And yet hee forſooke 
much for us.) | 

He forſooke Heaven , andcame 
into the world for us; and we will: 
not forſake earth (alchough it bz to. 
goe to Heaven) for him ;* he did' 
much for us ( and counted it but 
liccle) he liv'd from firſt ro laſt for! 


us, but we doebur little for him, 


{and yet we count ic much,grudging| 


to give him the laſt and leaſt, 
though Saran hath hadche frk,! 
and moſt part of onr life. Hee as 
you have heard, ſuffered for us even 
death ic felfte; But which of us is 


| one bead for him? 1pnatius (in tor- 


willing to tafte of ſuffering for him, 
True ,\ ſome Have ſaid , If they bada; 
thouſand beads, they would loſe them all 
for Cbriſt _— ſome are but 


few *'For who of us would loſe 


mer times”) faid he was —_y to | 
endure fire, creſſe, butcheries, and all 
for Chrift ; but'theſe are the latcer 


A 


bor ; ours is growne*cold; we can 


_ ſcarce 
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for Chriſt : Wel, I beſeech you fit, 
and figh, and ſay, Oh ! bow meanly doe 
we requite the love of Chriſt : He was 
born,lived,dyed out of love to us : But we 
are ſo far from dying for Chriſt, that we 
ſcarce are willing to live to Feſus Chriſt. 
Thirdly , in as much as Chriſt 
thus loves you (O beleevers!) with 


atranſcen 


vedof Chriſt, ſhould mourne for 
not being loved of the creature, 
Why ſhould the Kings daugbter who 
bath (-or at leaſt ſhould) fre ber | 
kindred,and ber fathers bouſe : Why (I 
ſay ) ſhould (he (i.e. the beleening 
ſoule) weep becauſe. the ſcullion ſcorns 
her, whemrthe King himſelfe em- 
bracech her. Irs but meet that you 


Chriſt, fich its fo 'tranſcendent . 
Wherefore, drinke waters out of thine 
owne ciſterne (O Chriftianl) and (as 


- | 
_ * 
» 
»4 
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Solomon ſaith ) rejoyce with the wife 
K or 


ſcarceendure a word, a jeer, a ſcoffe | 


at love : Be you ſatwfied | 
berewith, and be content (if it muſt be 

ſo.) .to want the love of men. Its af 
| ſhame that any who are the belo- 


thould reſt facisfied in the love off 
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would nor be diſconrentcd art the 


—__" 


-| worth thereof:It in the midſt of the 


(or rather with Chriſt che busband) 

of thy" youtb *: let bim be as the loving 
Hinde and'pleaſantRoe;let bis breaſts ſas 

tis fie thee atall times : Doe not erre, 
in mourning for the want, or þunting 
after the enjoyment of creature 
love; buterre alwayes, or {as wee 
render it) be raviſhed alwayes with bis 
love. Bathe thy ſelfe (Oh beleever) 
alwayes in Chriſts boſome : live 
upon , and be contented with his 
love: Lec others ip, and drinke (if 
rhey'l be ſo weak) af the puddle wa- 
ters of the treatures love 3; while'thou 
Cas wiſe )neither envieſt,nordefireſt to 
partake with them, Surely did you but 
remember this, that the love of Chriſt 
(towards you) paſſeth knowledge,you 


want of the loveof any, orall cthe| 
creatures,conſidering therfore that 
it is ſuch, be you'conrented'with ir. 
Its a fign that the love of Chriſt paſ- 
ſeth thy knewledge,in theitranſcendent 


abſence of al other loves,thou canſt 
not be content &ſatisfhed with this. 
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EPHES, 3. 19. 
And to know the love of Chriſt which 
Paſſeth kpowledge, o 


dEE are yet upon: the 
& conſrderation. of ithe| 
PS tranſcendency of Chriſts 
I love to Belecvers ( And 
ded & oh how ſweet is it to 
loſe our ſelves in this confiderati- 
on!) How loath am I to leave a 
point of ſuch infinite necefſicy, and 
{weetnefſe ? How gladly could 1 
not onely Ive but dye in the decla- 
ration of the love of Chriſt to belee- 
vers. I doubt not but the very men- 


tion of the peint , That the love of | 
| M _-- Chriſt 
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| 2 8. Fae — As *, briſt loveth thee with a 


| monſtrace this, That the leve of Cbriſt 


_—_ 


Cu s belbrmers & tranſcendent 


love WER ha Flt me (0 of. > cri 
wh _ with. ie Shay thine 


ved with his 


love paſſmp knowleqge, Something we 
have fig hv 4AR , and = 
thing more wee ſhall adde at this 
cime 3 yet becauſe when I have ſaid 
all that cap aboyt, the tranſcen- 
dency of Chrifts loye to beleeyers, 1 
ſhal® come mariy thouſand. ſteps 
ſhort of its height; Tam reſolved co 
ſay all that I intend to this Point, 
atthis time. . © 

b Therefore a little | inore to .de- 


paſſetb knowledge, 1 ſball increat you 
£0 view, 
_ Firſt, His command over thaw: 
Secondly, His care for them. 
Fhirdly, Fix endeavour not onel) 
to declare to , but to perſwade be- 
leevers of this love. 


Firſt, If we do conſider the command 
which Chriſt exerciſeth over beleevers, 
We] 


—_— 


* oP? 


<— 


 Chrifts love to Beleevers. 


I63 


b— — 
o 


; we ſhall ſee the 'tranſcen 
| his affe&ion even in that. It isChrifts 
| \ glory, that he is thee King of the Sainys 
(in apeculiar manner) andit is is 
Src that he exerciſeth that king- 
y power in a {weet way«; How 
ever be ruleth the Natiqus with awed of 
iron, yet he ruleth the Saints with a 
golden Stepter. Hence it is , that.al- 
though in wrath, his iron-rod 
breake the Nations:in $eeces , yet his 
golden Scepteris ſtill Rtrerchied out 
.in loves. co entertaine the Saints: 
You read in Cant./3. that Solomen 
made a Chariot of. the wood of Lebanen, 
be made the pillars theredf of filner , the 
b4t tome of gold ,' the covering » of-.it of 


WITH LOVE Þ. £04, That 
Chariot which pr meds fot 
himſelfe, and in. which he; rode, 
| might well ſet oyr. che Chafiptijn 
which Chriſt xideeh up and gdawpe 
the world of beleewers ,, whom hg go+ 
vernes,. Indeed it; i4-very (g1Ari@ns, 


bur with all it is very gracious x; 88 
.M " ip 


dency of 


purple ,, the middeft bring, [PAVED | 
{LOVE|Com: 3d 


and-it.gliteers with. deams of light, | 


_being | 


tt 
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beirig paved with ſtones of love 3 Love 
"18thetbrone in which he fits, love is 
the Scepter , with which he ruleth, 


in'/ſuch/ a' way ,- as that beleevers 


| may ſay,that he is the Lord of love, 


evenin his raling of them; - Abſo/om 
did biit flatter , when he ſtood by 
theway of the gate , and kiſſed all 
rhat 'paſſed* by (-and by it infinuated 
how ſweetly he would governe;y if 
he came to the Kingdame) bur that 
which was flatfery irs Abſolom-is'rea- 
kty in Chriſt, -When avy of the fpi- 
fituall pilgrims come-{(as beleevers 
doeYto' doe him obeyſance{asthey 
ought" to" doe')' being under his 
commands) he*putreth forth his 
hands;and taketh then, and kifſeth 


{them and doth not onely promiſe, 
bat performe tranſcendenr love in | 


all 'his cotamands over chem.” Pat 
to fead this tore particalarly,you 
wwHL] tee) ve? trahſcendency of 
Chrifts::loverdiſcovered in his .com- 
mand over belcevers;if yon-confider 


threeehings : * 


OO OPBR / o OOCETN 3 AEST 4 | 


and all his government is managed | 


| 


: 


|  (tbriſts be to Boleewers.. 


Ln ——— 


Firſt; Chriſt layieth no-commands apo 
beleevers, but ſuch us my of leave and 
ſweetneſſe. He reduced all the De- 
calogue to theſe two heads: Tbou 
ſhalt love the Lord1by (God with-all thy 
beart, and with allthyrfow!e, and-with bf 
thy minde': and tbow:ſbalt love thy neighs 
baur as thy ſelfe, Marth. 22.37.39iWell 
might Zobr{zy , That bis: Commandes | 


| ments are net grievous, 1 Joh. 5.3:.(the 


word is burthenſorhe ) andindeed' 
what burthem is' there iin the 'com+ 
mands of Chriſt ,-uhlefſe love bea 
barden.Indeedihe might have com- 
manded ( which is bi pecaliarePreras' 
gative )-what he pleaſed, but he\cam-' 
manded nothing but whats ple«- 
lant in it:ſelfe,, arid wilk be fato a 
ſanRified ſoul ( which is the tran(= 
cendency of his love:) 4 newComman-» 
dement ({{aith he) doe T give unto your; 
that ye love one another » 4s T have lowed: 


Jou,that ye aiſo love one anotber,Joh.,13z 
v.34. Well may the Commande- | 


ment be called New, it being fac 
as was never given by any Kingsbe-: 
lides himſelfe : And ſurely there 


M 3 was 


Baperns 


i rom Bapes 
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© The tranſcendeucy of 


| The word 
is, DYJ1 


which is 
1 uſed for 
the plea- 
ſantneſſe 
of aiiſe of 
love, 
352m, 1.26 
| 


| 


— 


; Was great love inhis boſome to be- 
leevers, when he onely Jaid abur- 
then, or a command of loye upon 
their ſbap/ders. All ber wayes are wayes 
| efſe,Pruv.3.17+ The wayes 
of \ Chriſt ( which are his Com» 
mands ) are waycs of pleaſantneſle 


| 


{ Beleevers , if you-could but live in 
{bve 5 you would falfill tbe Law of 


| our-Lerd ; for he being a Lord of | 


ove to you's: Love is the fulfilling of 
the'Law , he-layeth upon you, Yea 
ſachi'is the tranſcendency of his 
love” to beleevers;* that be layetb 
'no Commandement wpon them ,) to doe 


Fleſh | and blood may thinke| 
ic” a hard, and a barſh Com-| 


[mand to walh the feet of a poore | 
\beleever , 'a fellow ſervant: | But | 


'grace will fee the Command to be 
1weer., and lovely, ( and Jeſus 


'Command) 'becaufe it is no other 


then what himſelfe hath done be- 


fore: 


——_—— ——  _— 
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(fot1take it, that Solowon there by | 
wifdome underftandeth Chrift. ) : 


any' thing which | be did not bim{elf. | 


'Chrift:to be loving in laying this | 


| 


| 


Chnſts lave to Belervers. 


fore : 'As{e che ſervant whechiy 63) 
Lord be laying /\who 1ayech "66 
commandement- z\\bnt 
that whith i ivcetin its Tel&and 
ſweet inihis-Fruit.y and nb wort 
then his Lord himſetfs. will under- 
take; Belcevers; idiogour ext , att 
the cominandsofyour:; Loid Clwid 
tre ſipeetitithemielves, and lweee 
in their feait 3 and they are ſuch/av 
he hiniſelfe (while he lived) ſftouk 
ped arfita;'- Doth not chis _—_ 
fratiſtendent love ?. © 

Secondly, Chriſt Layeth al his ep 
mand) in way. of loves: thac which he 
biddeth beleevers doe (who are uti: 


\dis' 


810. 


- Av the command is, 
the manney' of Its 'kmpofirs 
ſweet arid loving-' Ic. poſſi 
2 ſweet thing may be: injoyned/inna | 


—- biscommand ) itis in a loving } 


\thas | 
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ment in it ſelfe may bee barthehs- | 


þ 
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M4qg Chrift'. 
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trarſh way': An-cake commande«;| 


ſome in the way of its impoſall: To 
command*with a bended fiſt, and a'\ 
frowning forthead,is not to command | 
ina Toon way : Bat 'now Jefus | 


| 


| 


| Chriſt whenever be - commandeth, 
hee ; commanideth ſweetly, ! and 
ſmiling] 


FAS. «AM. er th 


y, be doth zot-lift «p44 vayce 
and: cry. (. _ fame. noderftand chat 


p 
pl 

in an auſtere; reugh, rufgtd man- 
L472 Rut as:the Lord is; 19! is bis 
langaage,loving,' Obſerve with-what 
aye; he-:layeth his commands: on 


 dee-rmbatſeever Tcommand you,.:Job.15; 
14. 'He doth not threaten, and ſay, 
I will be your Foe-if you will: not 
abey;: but i£-you doe; you ſhall bee 
my Friends... And:ſoagaine;; If you 
lave me keep my Commandements: It is 


| worth the noting, that grece may be 


ſaid ro: come-;in; this reſpet by; 
Chriſt 2 He ;gave not his Law-( as 
Maſts did ) withithungring and light- 


in a ſweet and-loving way. He 
beginneth his Sermons, with Rl:ſed 
«reye: Andall his commands drop 
from him like the drops 'of "dew npsn 


beldevers. Lou dre my friends if you | 


ace) Eſai42z v.32. Hee doth net] 


— 
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|"igiin. a OUR wapgere) Bas he | 
e-the Law to bis Diſciples him- | 
= ra 


the tender 'graſſe; Heſhall come down 
-Hizt.) \ 1 


& + 


te ets 
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like raine upan the mowne graſſe _—” 
ſhowers that water the earth, i. e; Hee 

ſhall come downe, -both ſoftly x: 
{weetly 3 this is ſpoke, of Chriſts | 
comming asa. King , ſo that you, 


Chriſts love unto you, in the man-, 
[nerin which he layech. his' Com- 

mandements On yous . 

Thi rdly,Confider the end that C briſt, 

doth aime at in all bis Commandements.:. 
and that will alſo diſcover the. 
tranſcendenc of his love, to belee-- 
vers. He ſeeks not himſelfe,. bur” 
them in all his Commands. | Hee | 


that the belcever may get all; he 
putteth them to labour in bis Vine- ; 
yerd, . that they may Have all the} 
barvef#. As it is incunliſtent with, 
his.Deity., to have any thing added. 
to-him., ſo alſo it'is inconſiſtent. 
with his love ; He putteth his ſer- 


the corns , and he fſettethk them to. 


(Gith, the Plalmiſt, Pſal.72. U, 16, ) "*5j 


may ſee the tranſcendency | of! 


biddeth the beleever worke, not that] 
he may reap any thing himſelte, bur | 


( 


vants to reap,that they may have all | 


work, 
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The end of his Commandements | 
are your comfort : As his govern- | 
| ment incteafeth over you, fo his | 


| cffeft,and fruit of all his Comman- 


| worke ; rather that he may give them 


wages, then: that himſelfe fhall get 
| any thing by their workings, - Take 


finde reſt untg your ſoules: Chrilt Iay- 
eth a yoke upon their necks, not to 


| barthexthem, bur to eaſe them ; nov 
tObreak their backes, but to 'refreſs | 
their boſomes. Matiy Kings, arid Rus | 


 Ters aime at themſelves in their | 


' commands, and they ſeeke tos too 


Teeve it) Jeſus Chriſt your King , is 
not ſachan one : All that he aimes 
at in his government is your good : 


[ 
i 


j 


peace increaſeth in you : This is the 


dements, not ſo much that others 


' my yoke upon you ({aith he)and yon ſball| 


a #. 


—C 


Yue 


often, rather their owne greatieſſe, | 
'chen their Subje&s good. Bur (be-/ 


; manding » as that you may finde his 
grace in obeyins. * Indeed love' is the 
worke and wages of his Comman- 


dement ; he therefore bids you doe 
| 


fo, 


_—— 


% 


*%* 


| may. take notice of his plory-in com- | 


| 


| | Chrifts lave to Beleevers. 


D —————————————— 


————— Lmmmnd 
—— 


notwithſtanding all. _ | 


declared to be tranſcendent- in the 
exerciſe. of his command oyer 


them? | | acts 
Secandly , conlider- the care:that 


love that Chriſt exprefſeth to beles- 


| vers, in _the-care that he taketh of | 


them for all neceſſities! Heis not 
| onely a Lord to:command , and to ſet 
them on work; but he is a Fatber to. 
 tabe care;and provide for his. And it 


love, inthe tranſcendent care that! 


| leaſt 


ſo, that he may love you ; there- | 
fore it. is , that though you. are, 
fraile., and weake , - and cannot{; . 
obey; he will be kinde co love you; |: 


So that now the Commands of']. 
Chriſt, being as it were love materi- || 
ally (in the ſubſtance ) and love for- | 
molly (in their impoſals ) and love| 
finally (in their aime) what can you |. 
conclade fram all this, but that the 
loye of Chriſt even to beleevers , js| 


Li tn, cn Ad 


is ealte-to obſerve trapſcendency-of | 


* Chriſt hath to provide for his. Food, | 
| and rayment , and Jodging , are the 


| Chriſt tatb of them.Othe.xranſcendent þ} 


———— —<— 


yea,and as he doth take care that þ 


May bave food to eat; he knoweth they 
muſt have bread , and therefore, he 
| hath provided breadef life,he know- 
 eth-they muſt' have drinke, and 
|} therefore he hath opened the: ſealed 


-..; tat God hadco feed his people in 

the wildernefſe, did demonſtrate 
lis love nnto them, that he gave 
them guales and manzab, ec.  Belce- 
vers, while you are in the wilderneſfe 
of this world ,' your Lord hath decla- 
red his love, in making rich provi- 


hath prepared the bidden marnab 
Which he will give unto you. 4 


{ tons of ſpiritaall ford for you ; Hee | 


| fountaine of the water of life. The care| 


, 


| The tranſce adencyof  * 


—_—_ cc _G_. 


leaſt things that can be-taken car” 
torzand yet 'you- ſhal ſee Chriſt dotif}| wi 
not onely take care for them,buc hg E 
doth take care for other things allo, f 
0 
.leevers have food to catyfo it is of thefſ)n 
fineſt (#be kidnies of the wheat, and thelſ| f 
fineſt lower.)Rayment,and gloriowſ|h 
,rayment;a boyſe,and a brave bne too, 
FirſtyChrift taketh care that beleever; 


] 


| 


feaft of fat things , ſull of martow , of 


— = —_— _ — — — — 


W'0- | 


| 


( bri(ts love to Beleevers. 


L — 


wine on the Lees, well refined, as it is 


ff E/ay.25.6, Nag,even in the middeft 
of your enemies be bath prepared a table | | 


for you :' And not onely that you 
may be ſure of food , but that the 
food might be ſurpaſſingly ſweet, Hee 


f [hath made bimſelfe to be meat for you. 


If it be true , that the Pelican feedeth 
her young ones with ber qwne blood; then 
that Bird may be a type of your be- 
lbved : His fleſh is meat indeed, and bis 
blood is drinhe inceed; and this doth 
he give for the life of your ſoules 
(O beleevers.) '\Cleopatra that” 

might outvie MMarke Antonies love, 


that he might drinke thereof : Chriſt 
beleevers, hath done more for you, 
and hath outvyed ber Jove to him: 
Gold, and filver.& pearls, are but cor- 
ruftible things,in compariſon of this 
precious blood, and yet that blood 
he hath prepared for- beleevcrs to 
drink,chat they might live for ever, 

Secondly , Chriſt hath provided not 


onely food for rhe belly, ut rayment ſor 
| te 


cauſed ( as the Hiſtory relateth)-a| 
pearle of great price tobe diſſolved, | 


EC —— 


The tranſcendency ” 5 


Pal. 45-14 


Exck.16, 
10, 1], I 25 


13, 


_—_ REDS 


[the backe tos. And as the food, ſo al 


the rayment dae tranſcend in love. 
A garment of needle- worke , ricb , and 


coſtly attire, Chriſt hath provided for 


 beleevers : When thou waſt naked, 
(belcever) and had(ſt no cloachs to 
cover thee , but the filtby rags of thim 
owne Workes ( which did defile thee). 
then, even then be cloathed thee in broi> 


| dered worke, and ſbod thee with badger 


Shims, and covered thee with fine linnen, 
and deched thee with ornaments, aud pat 
btacelets on thine hands , and a chaine m 
[tby-neckg,and a jewel on thy forebead, and 


| ear-rings on thine eares , and a beautt- 


full Crowns -apon thine bead,e-c. Thus 


| 


did he adorne thee, and thus did he 


| array thee.,, and thou waſt exceeding 
| glorious with the garments be put on th:e. 


Greater love can none declare then 
this, co give another as good gar- 


| ments as him{elfe doth weare; why 
'this- doth Jeſus Chriſt. In the: 
' mount of Transfiguration, Matth. 


17,02.) it is ſaid, bis rayment was 4 


4 white as tbe light : And'when the. 


Saints appeared to Jha in his vi- 


fron, ! 


DO. To. Sis JS» IF'_mIL2 


{fion, they appeared in garments of 


————— 


Chriſts love to Beleevers. 


 — 


[meant commas RE ——— : — YL 


the ſame colour ; it is ſaid , They 
were arrayed with white robes, Rev. 7. 


{13- Righteouſneſle is his garment, | 


and fo it is beleevers tos, It was an 
aft of great love to Mordecay (and 
Haman thought the King could ex- 
preſſe no greater) that the Royall ap- 
parrel ſhould be brought which the King 
uſed to.weaye , and tobeput on him. 
Why beleevers , ſuch is the tranſ-' 
|cendent love of Chriſt to his, in bis 
care for your apparrel, that the roy- 
all apparrel which be weareth bimſelfe, is 
brought to you, and is put on yout 
ſoules Now (and you are all gloripus 
within here, and it ſhall be put: on 
your bodies hereafter; even that bo- 
dy which is now vile, ſhall b: made 
glorious » like to his glorious tody : 
And when Chriſt ſhall come, and 
appeare in his garments of glory, 
you ſball appeare with him in 1be like *: 
And then he thall be admired, not 
onely in himſelfe, but in yeu. 
'O tranſcendent Jove, - that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould provide ſuch cloath- 


} 


|Phil.3.laf 


| 


| 


| 


| 


tr 


ing | 


Col.3.4.& 


1 Joh.3.3-} 


2Thel.1.io 
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AC —_——— — —— 


ing forus poor creatures! 
Thirdly, «for ledying , Chriſt hath 
provided that likewiſe for believers, 
Indeed himſelfhad no houſe here oh 
earth (not ſo much asa hole wherein 


'to-lay his head} and therefore belee- 


vers tare no worſer bere then he did, 


they have as good a lodging as their 


{ L ord : In this world indeed they have 


not a houſe to be in,nor a bed to lye 
on(as their own. )But as to bereafrer, 
he hath provided ahoyſe,and that not 
a meanec one, but a manſion bouſe, and 
the building thereof is brave : It is 

a building of God, and the bravery of 
it appeareth in this (which was the 
bravery of Chrifts body, Heb.g.11) 


chat jr is a S5ule not made with bands. 


| The Souynamite did declare her love 


tothe Man of God, by making of him 
a little chamber , and by ſetting a bed 
therein, and a table, and a ftosle, and 
# candleſtick forhim, 2 King, 4.10. 
Jefus Chriſt ſheweth. grearer love 
then this, in having provided 
a b:cter room tor beleevers; nor a 
litle Chamber , but a great Max f6,n (a 


ed 


[ 


»—_—— m_ 


we 4 


A— 


-_ 


Chriſts love to Beleevers. 


_ ( as it were without his owne 
pallace) but even within,where him-. 
ſelfe is, in his owne preſence, Fob.17, 
whom thog haſt given me , be with me 


Chriſt hath AT as good.a 


come in as well ; as. himſelfe ; and 


tO prepare a place for them. 


declare, but rich love in 


that he [hould take ſuck, care of be 


leevers, 


Chriſt warn his theſe things 


bed of glory , Abrabqms boſome) | 
not a ſtool, but, a Throne, not. a candle- | - 
ſticke {no nor the Sunne) but bim+| 
ſelfe to be as a light ;- this not op the 


24. Father (Gaith he) I will that ad | 
where I am: Conſider this "Spy | 


houſe for you as for himſelte 5 and| 
when he was,as It were, in the entry: 
thereof, he ſtood ar the doore; and | 
did in a manner agree with the Fa- | 
ther before hand , that you ſhould 


cherefora it was, (he ſaid) he wank: | 
So that now here is rich Ds 5 i 
ſion of neceſlaries, food, and rayment,,j | 


and ledging.: And what doth this * 


Chriſt; : | 


We might adde not oncly. hardy 


wh :chr 


—  — 
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hence 
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(Chriſts 


'to pCcr- 


nefle. 


—_—  —n__ —_—  — 


— 


ito hide as 
ia treaſure," 


1.2 treaſure. 
[ 


endeavour, 


ſwade be- 
lcevets of 
his, ſpeaks 
4 ats great» 


| 


II 


The trapſcendency of 


_ 


w hich are the neceſſaries, but hee 
hath prepared other things which | 
are glorious. Buc oh , who ſhall bee 
able to declare all the gracious 
proviſion which Chriſt hath made 
for his ! When as eye bath not ſeen, 
neitber bath eare beard,nor bath it entred 
into the - beart of man to cunceive thoſe 
things; we will-therefore breake out 
with the Pſalmift, O how great # thy 
goodneſſe , wbjch thou baſt laid up as a 
ſecret treaſure (for ſothe word figni- 
fretly ) for them that Love thee, and| 
beleeve in thee, Pſal.Z1. 19. Thus 
on fee the tranſcendent love of | 
Chriſt in hfs care for., ® well as his | 
command ger beleevers. | 
Thirdly, and laftly, we might a- 
bundantly demonſtrate the tran- 
ſcendency of Chriſts love to be- 
leevers, in bis endeavour to declere and 
perſwade the hearts of beleevers of all this 
bye. That Chriſt ſhould love at 
all, and love ſo much is tranſcen- 
defit; But:that he ſhould take pains 
© pertarace the hearts of beleeyer , 
to beleeve this, Is an addztion to th 


tran 


on_—_—_ 


| 


| 


- | his love, in perſwadivg ſoy 


vers to cl 


me may be in them, This: is, the great 


| was there in that coy of his ,. when 
he was on earth ; Tbat if any came, t9 
him ,. be waud.in 20 wiſe caſt them,out ? 

| And if they did. hur. thirſt , ang 
et | 

f 


[1 


_ 


ranſcendency of the kve. Chriſt faw | 
how backward we would: be to be- 
leeve,. and how hardly we wonld be 
brought to perſwade our fſelyes, 
that .indeed he did loye us atall; 
therefore it is, he tooke ſuch care, 
and made fach provifion, for the 
perimraging of rhe hearts of belee-/ 
e with the truth of this, 
that he loved them. T bave ( faith 
he) declared tby name , and will declare 
it, that the love wherewith thas baſt loved 
worke which he did bimlclfe,when 
he-was .on earth , and which his 
Ambaſſadf®urs now doe in his 
name (now heis in, Heaven) viz: To 
per{made the-bearts of bis that be loveth 
tbem :: What a great deale of. loye\ 


might. come to, him z and-gri 
How did he declarethe fcngrbo 


4. 
"4 


9 
come to him, that they mighe te 


— 
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| wy t6 tender Tove freely , but ro 
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{Zh fee how, he loved them. ' It had 


mich , if Jeſus Chriſt would 


PF 
have -given 4 poore ſoule leave to love 


|, and would: have accepted it 


pon” his ſeeking to him , bur that 
fb {ſhould ove, atd wooe us to love 


| Ving ,, and take paines to make as be- 


 Iexwe that be oth fove us;This Is tran- 


.þ} 


Feetident Toye ! O beleevers, ſuch is 
'tix' ftcengeh: ahd cranſcendency of 
"the love of Chriſt towards” you, 


' Frfrat when he was upon earth him- 


{e}fe, he;made.ic his great work,not 


rfivade'you'to beleevegrt fully, And 
iow he is gone to Heaven , he hath 
"raken care to appoint. Ambaſſadors, 


Bev. alwayes in his name doe 
T8 you : Andit is the great long» 


elf you to beleeve, that he doth 


10p" of his ſfoule; to fill you not 
 ofiely with his'owne' love, but with 
tis Fathers love too , whereſoever 
the" Goſpell 'of, free grace doth 


| {6ripd?, the ſunime thereof js this, | 
| That E2g jo loved the world, that be ſent 
# 


#'Sn': Anil that F:(us Chriſt bimh- 
ye” | 


* —_ 


—— 


Chriſt's loye to: Beleevers. 
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ſelfe ſs loved poore ſoules , that he came 
bimſelfe , that if any would but beleeve, 


laſting life and love. © 

To all this I might adde the con- 
ideration of- the; eefte price that Je- 
ſus Chriſt ſerteth upon his love, 


he may take the-waters thereof freely ; 
chat fountaine is not. a ſealed, but 
an open fountaine : And this js.che | 
cranſcendency- thereof that ir. is 
open, even for thoſe, in whom there 
was a fountaine of wrath anden mity; 
flowing up , and that againſt him-. 

ſelte : O my brethren ! it you did 
but conſider, that the love of Chgift 
paſſeth knowzedye, that in its nature, it 
is every way ſul/, and in its tender, 
free : And that he proffereth: rich 
love to thoſe, who by nature. were 
che children of wrath , and that' al] 
this is in a beſecching way, Certainly 
youu muſt conclude, that the love of 
Chriſt is a tranſcendent” love , and 


they might bave bim , and in bim cars 


which he tendereth; Ic is but accep-. 
tation. If any man will but come ;to | 
{his boſome )the fountaine of love,.| 


N 2 that 


-- . 
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love of women 3 T by Ive te me ( ſaith 


of women, 2 Sam). T.,v.26. Surely be= 
leevers; the love of Chriſt to you is 
wonderfull (rranſcendently wonder. 
full) peſſing the love of women (paſſing 
the love of Fonatban and David) 


| hinted ) ye# and ſyrmounting any , or 
.all the loves of all the creatures Whatſo- 
ever © Neither man, nor Angels 


' all that1 can (rhough I had all the 


it in your boſomes, will have rea-. 
ſor-ro tell me, that the one halfe 


was not told you. : For the love of 


David) was wondevfull , paſſing the love | 


comprebending(as formerly hath been | 


could, or ever did, exprefſe ſo much | 
love as Jeſus Chrift hath not onely | 
expreſſed, and declared, but doth even | 
tender, and beſeech , beleeving ſoules | 
to accept of. I ſhall adde no more | 
for the demonſtration thereof, bur | 
onely this ,, T hat when Fhave ſaid | 


tongues both of Men and Angels) | 
of the love of Chriftz you that finde | 


that it paſſeth knowledge. It was | 
the tendernefle of the love of Joxa- | 
then, and David, that ir pafſed the | 


_— 


_Chri 


Ch ts love to Beleevers, © 183 


= 


Chrift is ſuch, as all the Saines | 
who doe in the falleftmeaſure in- 


joy it,-are not able to expreſſe it,but | 
; 


—  —— 


muſt be faine to ceaſe ſpeaking,and 
ſo wrap up their foales in won- 
dring atit, and cry, Thaticisa 
love paſſing knowledge, _ 
Before I come to the Applicati- | 
on, I ſhall briefly anſwer two Ob. | 
jections which may come in, and 
be made apainſt the truth of this , 
Doftrine. | 


0b. Firſt, It will be objedted , If 

the love of Chriſt be ſo tranfcen- | 
dent to beleevers , hence then com- | 
meth it to paſſe, that $e permits them 
oftentimes to lye ſo [ow,that their enemies | 
trizmiph, and inſult over them? Surety 
[will ſome weake (for weakneſſe # the 
round of the Objefion ) beleever fay,, | 
ff Chriſt Jove me lo highly , w 7 | 
doth. he permit me tolye ſo law? |. 
[fI be fo neare to his heart , how's', 
it that he ſaffereth wicket men to} 
- [tread upoti me ? Tf helfayeth me in 
his boſothe, why is it that he fuffe- ] 
rech me to 1ye at the 'worlds feet. = 
N 4 __ Anſwer _. 
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| . Anſwer. 1, This may conſiſt with 
love; tell me (thou weake ſeule) was 
not Chrilt the dearly beloved of the 
Father; and yet did not the Father 
permit wicked men to perſecute 
him ? Canſt thou be reviled, buffered, 
| ſcourged,or crucified worſe then be?& yet 
[notwithſtanding all, he was beloved 
of the Fatber, and that in a tranſcen- | 
dent manner : Inlike manner,thou 
mayeft be the beloved of Chrifts ſoule, 
and yet be delivered into the ban, 
of thine enemies ( asSi6is) 7er.12.7, 
| Nay, this is not onely conſiting 
with love; but | 
2. Its an aft, of lwe; ſor while 
hriſt permits rkeſe' ſufferings of 
thine, he maketh thee like unto 
himſelfe, . It is defired of Payl, as it 
makes him conformable unto 
Chriſt, Phil.z.10. Even a monrning 
garment z« glorious, , when it i the [ame 
Jus nt Pg What ſoule is 
oASre F945, JAY NPE as 35 were be 
proud, and plor .in.its tribulati 1s (a8 
chegyord hgni eth, Rom.5.3:) When 
ſhe confidegerh, mm them be is made like | 


_— z 


— 


4 


to Chriſt;yea,a ſuit of [ackcloath is to a 
ſpirituall ſoule brave, and fine, 
when the Lord of glory goeth in 
the ſame faſbion. | | 
Objef. 2 But ſome will obje& 
further, and ſay, / dee not queſtion 
whethzr Chriſt loves me tranſcendently 
becguſe of the ſufferings IJze under , tut 
ratber becauſe of the de{ertions inwhich 
Tam. Alas ! Iqueſtion whether he 
loveth me- at all, becauſe be withe 
draweth bimſelfe from me ſo long : Mucb 
more reaſon bave I to queſtion, whether 
be loveth me tranſcendently , while I ſee 
| him altogether deny me þzs company, In- 
deedin a ſenſe, I thinke that the 


love of Chriſt paſſeth knowledge (for | 


I know bur. little of- Chriſt ) Me- 
thinks I ſee him wirhdrawne,l will 
n2t deny but he hath ſweet ſmiles , 
bitl ama ftranger to thoſe ſmiles, 
Time was, when I thought he lo- 


: [ved me tranſcendently , but 'now 1 


feare he loveth menot at all, for ke 
deſerteth me. 


An(w. To ſuch a ſoule as objedts ] | 


thus, I would ſay but three words. 


Firſt, 


ann 
Li 


Chrijts 1ye to Bzleevers. 185; 


| 


; 
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| Note this, 


j 
Wy 

[Mind this, 
| 


: 


ow. . 
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| v.4.) And ſarely, his hand was ne- 


that Chriſts withdrawing in this 
reſpe& , may be called rather bi | 


_ The tranſcendency- of 


Firſt , Theſe withdrawings of Chriſt 
(whereof thou complaineſt)) are but 
in ſhew , not in ſubſtance. The Sun is 
| but abſent in ſhew when it dpth 
not ſhixe, it is preſent ſtill, though 
behind a clowd: I have offen thought 


concealed preſence, then bis reall abſence : 
He was cloſe by Mary although 
ſhe did not (ee bim; He was in the 
company of his Diſciples, though 
they knew it not : His preſence wask 
not manifeſt (not becauſe his perſon 
was not there, but ) becauſe their 
eyes were held, that they ſhould not 
know him, Luke 24.9.16. 
Secondly, Theſe witbdrawings 
(whereof thou — are not 


tetall; Chriſt never ſo withdraweth | 


from the beleever , but he leaveth 
ſomething bebinde , he putteth in-bis 
hand before be goetb ( as it 18 Cant.5, 


ver.empty. If be be abſent in ſhining, 
be is preſent in ſtrengtbening ; though 


| hedoth not appear rich in love, yet 
| ol "I. 


| — 
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he is ſtill preſent, upholding thy | 


life. The very breath: that thou 


breatheft ( poor deſerted creature}]. 


doch declace that Chriſt is preſene 


'in ſome meaſure : It were impoſ-| 


fible that thog ſhouldeſt breath , if 
| Jeſus were not within thy boſome; 
thy weepings afrer him, are de- 
monſtrations,that in ſome-meaſure- 
he is with thee, 

| Thirdly, Chrifts departure wifnot 
be finall, be will be found againe, though. 
be be not felt now : And when hee 
commeth he will make rich amends 
for his abſence : This iaid Mr. 
Peacock'after his deſertion, The Sea 
is not more full of water , nor the Sunne 


Joy, the joy that I feel in my beart 3s in- 
He is come, be is come , be hath kiſſed 
me with the kifſes of bis lips, bis leve #s 
me, neitker will be deceive any. 


I ſhat] therefore retort the Argn- 
ment thus, Thoxgh beleevers give 


__ Chrift 


mere full of light, then my heart is full of | 


credible : Ah ſaid another poor foal, | 
| (that had cried Chr.it was gone)| 


better then wine , be bath not deceived} 


i. A 


—————— 
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Chriſt occafion'to goo away very ofte-nz 
yet Chriſt neuer goetb away altogether) 
but even in bis conceived abſence,uouch- 
ſafeth a concealed preſence , and at bi 
ſenſible returne maketh rich amends for 
bis ſtaying, and going away : What doe 


| theſe-declare , but that his love is 


tranſcendent., and (as the--Text 
faith) paſſing knoel:dgr. 
Foure words I ſha}l adde by way 


| of Application, viz. 


I Information. 
2 Reproof. 

3 Exhortation. 
4 Perſwafon. 


A word of 


-Firſt, for Information, in as much 
as it is thus cleare,that Chriſt loves 
his with e-anſcendent love, then it 
may informe us of theſe foure 
things. 


Firſt, in the deſervedxeſſe of that 


denounceth againſt thoſe who love net 
Cbrift, 1 Cor.16,22. If any man {ve 
not the Lord Jeſns./et bim be Anathema, 


Maranatha, That is, lct him be w_ 
El, 


a—_ — > — —_ —__ 


great, and dreadfu! curſe , which Paul | 


| 


| 


9 


' 


| [reaſon not to love himi ; but being: 


|thelr threefold excommunication, 
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ſed with the higheſt, and greateſt 
degree of curjing chat may be pol- 
fible;z for of choſe three degrees of 
curling , Which the Fewes uſed in 


this of Anathema Maranatha was the 
higheſt; and it includes as much as 
this, Let the Lord come, and ſtrike this 
perſor with eternall perdition. And tell 
me, do not thoſe deſervedly ex- 
pole themſelves to this dreadfull 
curſe , who doe not love ſuch an 
one as Jeſus Chriſtis,- who loveth 
all his with a tranſcendent love ? 
Minde this, wretches ! (you who 
love not the Lord Jeſus ) what can 
you ſay tor your ſelves , that you 
ſhould not lye under this curſe? 
Why doe not you love Jeſus Chriſt? 
what reaſon have you forit? Is not 
be lovely, fairer then the ſons of men? Is 
not he [wving? Doth nothis love to 
his, paſſe the love of wom en ? Were 
Chritunkinde, you mig ht with 
ſome pretence plead , that you have 


| 


{fo kinde , ſo loving,” as that he open- 


eth 


| 


— —— 
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| | rtrariſcendent love ro all that are 


dt. 


| of a. beleevers glory : Is it not a 


[ loveas you have heard ? Well may 


| love which any can. bave' from all 


_— 


eth his boſome., and lerteth out 


his : Certainly you may expe&, 
azd that juſtly, .to .be accurſed in 
this high degree for not loving |' 
Chriſt, 

| .Secondly, See bere the true ground 


round of glory to be beloved of 
Chriſt, wich ſuch .a tranſcendent} - 


beleevers make their boaſt of Chrift 
«l! thegay long ; and well may they 
glory in the love that they cnjoy, 
for why? that love is tranſcendent 
paſſing .knewledge.. None of all the 
ſonnes. or daughters of men have 
any ſuch juſt ground of glory 


| (though they ſhould enjoy the love | 
|,of all the creatures) as belcevers 
i .haye who doe enjoy onely the love | 
| of Chrift. . For hat love they 


have in him, tranſcends, and 
excells, cand thatinkinicly ) all that 


the creatures, Let the world falſely | 


and fondly, brag of their creature | 
b loves. 
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loves ( and pity them ( Oh belece- 

vers! } when you ſee them doeſo:): 
Put rejoyce your ſelves in the mean. 
time, with joy exceeding great ,, audiful 
of glory : And the point will beare 
you: out in it, for you hare ſuch @ 


world befide, Having:the love of 


——_— 


love, as is not tobe tound,in all the || 


Chrift., you have that love which | 


aſſeth knowledge. 

Ends levers , if che men 
ofthe world think they have good 
ground to glory in this, that they 
enjoy the Low love,(though of ſome 


much. more ground to rej 
who enjoy this bigb-love of - him, 
who is indeed greater then all' the 


thinke they have juſt ground 
to fit and glory, in that; they 
lip the puddle drops of crea» 


ground.,, and- that juſter., ' and 
truer, to ſing and-glory in this, 


5 Vo *” gn FY "We" C'S 


Foo you drinke: in the pure 
| ove. of Jelus Chriſt, which'is ſo 


ſweet, 


ſeeming great feature: ) you have 


creatures ( Jeſus:Chriſt). Doe men | 


tures loves? Have not you more | 


_ 
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ſweet, ſoexcellent, and-ſo tran- 
'ſcendent, "as that it paſſeth knew- 
ledge. |, © | 

; - Thirdly, 'in as-mach as Chriſt ly- 
veth beleevers with 4 tranſcendent love; 


'then ſee here hte riſe and ground of al 


that which Chriſt doth far them. You 
wonder belcevers  ( at leaſt you might )| 
andthar' juſtly ; whence it is that 
Chriſt doth ſo much for you, One] 
whiles heis filing you with his #1- 


' ſearchable riches * \Another while he 
18 crorwting of you with bis owne glory: 


Now you have him giving yoncboire 
gifts,and'anon you have him bring- 
ing of you cboice graces; In this diity 
you''have him- imbracing of 'your 
toals.in his arms;'And in that duty 
you finde him -kifſing you with the 
leſerof bis lips; and you are ready to 
&y out, Whence # it that Chriſt doth af 
this for me / One while thou art /ich, 
andChriſtvifiteth thee, and mahetb 
thy: bed , and Fitteth by thy -bed fide; 
atherwhil:s chow goeft abroad, and 
Chriſt walketh with thee, and thou] . 


leaneſt upon him}; as upon thy ++ 
loved. 


CO ———— 


| Lord of glory ſbould ſtoep to waſh ſich a 


—— 
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loved. Now thou art in the wil- 
derneſle ( ie may be under ſome ba- 
nifhment ) and Chriſt commeth to 
thee : And anon it may be thou art 
in priſon (under ſome reftraint) and 
Chriſt viſiteth thee there too: And 
all chis maketh thee cry out,#hence 
# it that my Lord ſhould thus come to 
me? Why ſee che Point,and in that 
ſee the cauſe; He loveth thee (O-be- 
leever) and he loveth thee with a tran- 
ſcendent love : And hence it is that 
he doth alf that he doth for thee, and } 
giveth all that he beſtoweth on thee. 
You wonder why Chriſt ſhould 
ſan&ife ſuch unſanAified hearts as 
yours are, and cleanſe by the waſhing of 
water. and by the word , ſuich impure | 
ſpirits as yours be : And you are 
ready to ſay , Whenct is it that the 


creature asSI am? Whence 35 it that be 
at whoſe feet Angel! fall;and bow,ſhould 
come and waſh the fert of ſuch a creature 
as yon be? Hence it is (beleevers) 
Chriſt hath loved you , and that 
wich a tranſcendent love : Wonder 
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not therefore henceforth. ( unleſſe 
it be with the wondring why Chriſt 
doth any thing, or all things for 
you) there isa reaſon, yea great | 
-xeg{an (though et ix you ) yet in 
pine ;;Ir is this we have been 
(peaking of, 7. e.. the 'tranſcendent 
love kebeareth to you, 
Fourthly , let this informe be- 
leevers, that (fith Chriſt leveth them 
with q tren[cendent lope ) at all times, || 
they: have then a juſt grown to al their |: 
faith upon bim in any caſe, Why is it], 
{O belesver:) that! thou doubreſt, | 
whether Chriſt will doe this: for 
thee? or give thatto thee? when 
as thou confidereſt he loveth thee 
with ſuch a tranſcendent love : up- 
on all oceafiong, at your faith (O 
ye children of faith ) in your be- 
loved : what ever it is that you 
wart, and he bath : what ever it be 
that thou weuldeff bave ,. and he can 
Five - Beleeve chat Chriſt will not 
et thee go withoutie; for why, he 
loveth thee with a' tranſcendent 
| love. k 


In [ 


* 
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In three caſes-more particularly | 


this truth will-inform you, of'the 
ſare. ground thatbeleevers have to 
attheirfaith on Jeſus Chriſt, - - 

Firſt, -in caſe of hearing of their 
prajers.: . Surely he that ſo tranſcen- 


dently Joveth their perſons ,' will / 


withourdoubt hear their prayer, 
Thon: ſayeſt ('O beleeving' foul) 
thou haft great neceſſities) and they 
force thee to make many prayers.) 
Thou ſayeſt that Chriſt can helpe 
thee at all hands *( and therefore 
thon art calling upon him at al times) 
But thou ſayeſt, will he heare me? 
Why thouldeſt'thow: not beleeve 
that he will,when thoa confidereſt 
the tranſcendent love he beareth ito 
thee., The love thar'ts in his boſome 
towards thee, will open bis ears!, to 
heare ' the breathings that'come 
frum thee. Indeed fometimes he 
may ſeem to be deaf; and nor hear thy 
prayers;and ſometimes alſo he thay 
ſeem harſs,and nor acttpr of thyper- 
{on : Bur it is to try thy faith :Bor 


notwithſtanding , he: will heare 


2 thee, | 


ks... 


——CE 


Theſe 
things 1 
touched art 
in the firſt 
Sermon, 
Lut not {o 
fully. 


= 
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thee, and acceptof thee, in what 
thou defireſt according to bis will, for 
thy good , that' he: may declare his 
tranſcendent love. You know 
Chriſt called the woman of Canaan 
Dog , and ſeemed ts ſpeak barſh to ber; 
and yet even all the while that hee 
looked(as it were)ſourly upon her, 
and (pake (as it were )ſadly againſt 
her ;'yet even then did his buwels 
rouleforher, and even then was 
there love in his boſometo her: 
And - therefore though ( for a 
while) he ſeemed to deny, that hee 
might try the ſincerity of her 
faith ; yet afterwards he granted 
her requeſts, that he might declare 
the reality of his own love. In this 
caſe therefore you have a ſure 
ground of faith, © beleevers, 
Chriſt will not reje& your prayers; 
becauſe he loyeth your perſons,and, 
the more tranſcendent his love is 
towards the one, the more ſure 
may you be that he will heare the 
athes, 

Secondly”, In caſe of obtaining 


councel/ 
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counſelt from Chriſt, and knowing the | 
minde of Chriſt. This Point will 
informe us in a ſure ground of 
faith , and love. (O beleever) hve 
will open Chriſts boſome, and let thee fee 
the counſels that are there : Surely hee 
will counſel thee in caſe of doubts, 
becauſe be loveth-thee, as he doth : 
Thou ſayeſt here is a Scriptureand 
there is a queſtion, and I would 
faine know the minde of Chriſt 
| concerning this or that : But how 
can T hope that ever he will open 
his minde to me , either in the one, 
or about the other ? Why ſayeſt 
thou ſo ( O beleever? ) is not his 
tranſcendent Jove , a good ground 
for the ating of thy faith , in this 
caſe? Verily becauſe bis beart is to 
thee, therefore #t- will be with thee. 
(Thar I may allude to that phraſe 
of Fudges 16.v.15,) How ever Dal- 
lilah faid to Sampſon , How canſt thou 
| ſay, T love thee , when thine beart is not 
with me : Thou haſtno reaſon to 
ſay, as ſhe ſaid(in ſuch a way as ſhe 
did:) Thou mayelt befeeve that his 
O 3 heart 


ae 


—— 
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i beart will be with thee , becauſe- thou 
NRnFeff as he loveth thee. I would 

aine perſwade my owne heart,and 
yours alſo,in theſe times of doub- 
ting , and of darkneſſe (in which 
we.need counſell, and would. bee 


glad to know the minde of Chritt 


'owne heart, anflyourn alſo, to this 
Point., toaGt faith npon Chrilt in 


ſuch a Scripture , be (as you would 
know )or of ſuch a queſtion (as you 


Chriſt loveth you with a tranſcen- 
dent love; a& faith in this caſe, 
T hat in due time , be will reveale even 
the one, and the other to thee. 
Thirdly , Chriſts tranſcendent 
love, giveth a{ure ground of faith 
in the caſe of raiſing, up of the Saints out 


ith and love) beleeve it, Jeſus 
Chriſt, who Ioverh you in ſuch a 
tranſcendent manner ( as you have 


— 


—_— C_—_ 
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| More) wouldI ſay,perſwade mine 


this caſe, whatever the truth of 


of afering. Verxily( Q you children 
of fa | 


heard) will not let you alwayes be | 
under thoſe great ſufferings | 


would faine be: reſolved in, ) Sith | 


which | 
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( for: the preſent.) maketh him 
ſympathize with you-''( in. all your 'af- 
fliions , be # afflicied.) Men that 
[peftſerute you," | they perſecute 


| apon” your ſufferings as his owne, 
(And* becauſe (hee loverh you ſo 
{rranſcendentlyy bee will. ere long 
cell thoſe that perſecute you , the 
{ame terribly). beleeve it j- Chriſt 
that hath appeared to you in this, 
| faying'} Thave hved you with an ever- 
laftlng. lee, and uberefore with" lowin 
btndnaſſe4 have I 'drawne you! out 3 
the ſtare of ſin,will alſo ſay antoyou, 
1 dbe love you with a tranſcendent love, 
and thevfore with the fame loving kindnes 
will drew you 04t of the ſtate of juffe- 
rings. (1 fay) at faith ( O belee- 


which you dde-": His great love | 


bim that Joveth you : He looketh | 


; vers} Y apon this ground of Chriſts | 
[tr anſcendene love, even a ſweet, anda, 
ſingalar faith ,-in the cafe of deli-| 
vering you out of ſufferings. As he | 
will not alwayes ſtrive bimſelfe wich 
you,ſo neither alwaies wil he ſuffer 
[wicked men to trample on you, 
O + be- 


OI SO IT "IE —_ 
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becauſe he knoweth (and his love 

maketh him afraid )* Jeſt your ſpirits 
ſbould faile, as under the one, ſo un- 
der the other. 

Uſe. Secondly,It may be a word 
of Reproofe. This point that Chriſt 
loveth” his with a tranſcendent 
love, may juſtly reprove the world; 
yea, and the Saints themſelves 


Firſt, It may reprove the world, 
who are ready not onely to: think, 
but to ſay ( as he in the Parable) 
that Chriſt is an auſtere man , Luke 
19.21+ No my brethren, Chriſt you 
(ee, is not auſtere, bur ſweet : As 
his name is, ſo is his nature, love; 
and that in a tranſcendent manner. 
Be reproved wretcbex , in entertaining 
wnkinge , or rewiling thoughts of Chriſt : 
You wrong him in his love, and 
yourſelves in the truth, while you 
thinke, or ſay, that hee is not a 
.| loving Lord, you ſhall ere Jong 
not onely ſee that hee loveth, 
but that hee Ioveth all his, 
with a love paſling amr. 

at 
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 Butſecondly,lt reproveth the Saints 
alſo, who are ready very eften to qyeſts- 
on, if not the reality, yet the granſcenden- 
cy of Chriſts love. Be reproved , for 
ſaying Chriſt loveth you not at all, 
or if he doth, but very little : for 
| you hear,that he loveth eyen all his 
with a tranſcendent love, Ipro- 
tefle it is ſadde to fee, upon what 
petty poore occaſions, even belee- 
vers themſelves are ready to queſti- 
on ( at leaft the greatnefſe ) of 
Chriſts love. If he denieth them, 
( though bue a vanity ). yet becauſe 
their hearts are ſet upon it ſo much, 
they thinke that his heart is not 
\|ſ{er upon them art all, ſuch is their 
weaknefle, they are ready to think 
that Chritt loveth them bur a little 
becauſe hee doth not give them, 
C happily a knife, which he ſeeth 
they would uſe to cut their owne 
throat with.) Your boſomes O.be- 
leevers will hint you the particu- 
lars in this caſe, and therefore I 
paſſe them by : Onely letthe word 
of reproofe fall upon you, who for 
any 


The tranſcendency off 
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| any occaſion , Whether great or 
ſmall, dare to queſtion the tran(- 


| cendency of Chrifts love; when as 


you ſee it to be a clear truth{ writ- 
ten as with a Sun-beame upon your 


| ſoules and boſomes ) that the love 


he loveth you with, is paſſing 
knowledge. W- 
/- "Uſe, Thirdly, This point is a 


F Word of Exbortation, to exhort be- 
| Jeevers (upon the confaderation of 


this tranſcendent love , which 
Chriſt beareth ro them ) to doe at 


| leaſt theſe four things. 


Firſt, Tremble to thinke that ever 
you ſhould fin againſt bim, who leveth you 


[ſo mach. View thy fins ( O beleever 


it the light of thy Saviours love; 


1 and when thou ſeeſt the tranſcen. 
+ deficy of thart' love which is in his 
| boſome towards thee: Then fit 
| downe , and bleed to behold thy 


Wert linings againſt him, Then 


j thdeed: hath tranſcendent love, a 


ſweet working upon thy ſpirit ; 
' When as the thoughts of it can! 


1 make thee mourn for thy finnes. 


How | 


—_ 
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How ſwectly did love worke upoir; 
that woman ( who was a. /inrer.;) 
when ſhe taſted the tranſcendent. 


his ſtete: and weepe bitterly at the 


ſent Iwill not diſpute the. point, 


whether mourning for ſirine before cloſ+] | 
ing with Chriſt can be ſincere, SureT| ' 


am of this, that after doſing with 


Chriſt and taſting of bis love,then mear+!| | 


ning for ſin is moſt (weet : And though 
nothing in the wotld, melt, the 
heart for finne, yet the thoughtsof | 
the love of Chriſt will.' | Well be- 


leevers, let ic then have ſuch a work | 


in your boſomes, O ler his tranſ- 
cendent love (which you may read | 
written with the bleod of his bearr )/ 
diſſolve thine adamantine beart : And! 
let it. make thee mourne for thy' 


finnes greatly.  They' ſball ſee bim || 


whom they bave peirced , and mourne 


( ſaith the Scripture)-Zacb.12.10.| 
{ſee him. 


whom 


love afher Saviour : The fight of | 
the great love which was in his boi] - 
ſome cowards her 5 makes her fit at | 


thoughts of her tas. Forthe pre-:] 


— - -- 


Why ( beleevers). doe you 


A 
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whom you have pierced with your 


cially when you ſce him in the 
light of love? I ſay no more but 


Pies . 
this, cither you have not taſted 


this tranſcendent love of Chriſt, or 
elſe your ſpirits are very much har- 
dened, if the ſence and thoughts 
thereof do not cauſe you to mourn 
for finne, Therefore let this word 
of Exhortation, finke deeply into 
your hearts (O beleevers ! ) weepe, 
and weepe teares of blood, to thinke 
that ever you ſhould finne againſt 
JeſusChriſt, who hath writen in his 
owy blood this truth,that he loveth 
you with a love paſſing kniwledge, 
Secondly, Be exhorted to be ambiti- 
ous to anſwer this tranſcendent love of 
our Saviow! , with the lIcke. Let this 
ove of thy Lord, be the loadftone of 
tby love ; Let it conſtraine thee to 
love him tranſcendently, who: lo- 


| 


veth thee ſo: T know it is impoſſi- 
ble that thou ſhouldeſt parakll it, 


{which is the glory ofChriſts love) 


yet ſtrive at leſt co imitate it (which 
L will | 


— 


I 


finnes ? Do-not you mourne, eſpe-| 


= -—— ems 
| Chriſts love to Beleevers, . 205 


Sar 


——.— 


will bee the glory of thine. ) Doe 
not content thyſelfe to love him 
little, that loved thee much 3 Sich 
Chriſt hath loved thee richly, bee 
aſhamed to love him but poorely, 
Ambition in this reſpe& willbe a 
pracezit ſo be that the fire of Chriſts 
ovetO thee,ſet thee inflamesroſgreat 
love to him:O!be ambitious to de- 
clare as much as in thee Iyeth, the 
exceeding greatnefle of thy love to 
thy Lord, 
Mirandula nores it as a badg oflove, 
that it maketh the perſon willing,zea, 
and deſirous to ſuffer for the party beloved 
Beleevers, Chriſts love to you,had 
ſach a work as that,and if your love 
to him hath not yet riſen ſo high 
as to defire to ſnfter for him, yet let 
it at leaſt riſe thus high,as to be wil- 
ling to ſuffer any thing for him, if be 
call thee to it; It will be a ſweet, and 
a ſure charafter of love. 

As © Chriſt wrote a letter of 
love to thee in his owne blood: So 
doe thou ( upon occaſion, write a 

letter of love back to him, in the 
Us | |; ſame 
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| | ye-could not chuſe but judge this, 


CEl— 


| we thus judge, &6c,'2Cor.c.5.v.14. the 
conſtraining power uponPauls ſpirit,% 


that if Zelus Chriſt dyed for bim, bee 
ſoguld be willing #0 dye for Chriſt. Then 
\18..a, Chriſtian ſweetly exerciſed, 
when as the Golden ball of divine 
love, is toffed too, and againe, be- 
tween Chriſts boſome, and his, let 
this therefore finke into_your ſpi- 
rs, labour to anſwer ( O belee- 
vers'} this tranſcendent love of 
Chriſt towards you , which paſſeth 
knowledge. | 
Thirdly, upen al occaſuons, have res 
courſe to this tranſcendent love.  Popu- 
lus me ſibilst ; &c. ( as the miſer 
| ſaich ). people deride mee abroad, 
but. I comfort my. ſelte, when I 
come home, ( he meant by looking 
into his boxes, and there feeing his 
gold.) Beleevers,though the-world 
deride you abroad, yet you. may 
have recourſe to this love ot Chriſt, 


and 


| {ame rubrick, The love of c briſt(Laich | 
Paul )conſtrazagtb wbecauſe (faith he ) 


' confideration of 'Chrifts love had a | 
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ind comfort your ſelves when you 
come home:To look as it were into 
the glorious box (Chrifts boſome) 
and there ſee that, which (1 am 
ſure to thee) is better then gold, id 
eſt, his grace. Weake people are 
thus farre wiſe, as they have their! 
{little bottles, of ſpirits and cordi- 
als to carry about with them ; to 
refreſh them when they are faint ; 
Beleevers, you ( efpecially you that 


Let this bottle of Chriſts tranſcendent 
hve, alwayes be in thy boſome;and 
| have recourſe to this; Refreſh thy 
ſpirits upon'all occafions, (eſpeci- 
ally when thou beginneſt to faint ) 
{and without doubr, there is a re- 
freſhing power in this tranſcen- 


hears from fainting under troubles 
( as we ſhall ſee in the next point, 
when we come to it.) Jeſvs Chriſt 
in his trouble had recourſe to his 
fathers love, why then in any tron- 


ble, have not you recourſe toChriſts 
| love? 


— 
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are weake ) imitate their wiſdom : | 


dent love of Chriſt, ts keep up your | 


.,. 
= 


Fourthly | 
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Fourthly, (In as much as Chriſt 
loveth all his with a tranſcendent 
love) let it be your care (O beleevers) 
to imitate your Saviour : Love all his, 
as he doth, with ſuch a tranſcen- 
dent love : Beloved, if Chriſt bave lo- 
ved us,wee ought then to love oxe another. 
Ar leaſt (O beleevers) be perſwaded 
to have ſalt in your ſelves, and to love 
one another , and that very deerly, 
fich Jeſus Chrift doth the like : Be 


children, and be you walkers in love 


| one to another , as Chriſt hath Is- 


wed you all, who ever they bee that 
are beleevers , Chriſt loveth them 
very deare, becauſe they are his: 
He doth ſo,why ſhould not you ? O 
that where ever you ſee the light of 
Chriſts love ſhining upon any bo- 
ſome, that there yon would cauſe 
your love to ſhine alſo upon the 
ſame: Eſpecially take heede, that 
you doe not frowne upon thoſe, on 
whom Chriſt doth ſmile, you have 
heard(( and therefore mind it.) that. 
Chriſt Joveth all his with a wran(- 
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cendent love, therefore take in this | 
]exbortation alſo: who ever they be, that 
1helong to Feſw Chriſt (though in ma- 
[ny things they differ from thee ) yet 
| lat them bave tby love, for this one thing 
[vit. Chriſt in them *- Ar leaſt learne 
| to love them really, becau hear 
-Chrif@ loveth them tranſcendently , 
Cheriſt loverh- different Saints with 
the ſame love: ſure I anvthat belee- 
vers, of all, orany opinions, are: 
the obje& of Chriſts affeftion, and 
though they are unhappily, it-may 
be,erring about ſometraths, yetthey 
| | fare all of them happy in the injoy- 
| | [ment of this ruth, that, JeſusChrift 
| | Hoverch them all with a love peſing 
| | \knowledge.Sad it is to fee thoſe looke 
| | |{rangely one upen another, who 
are yet all beloved of Jeſus Chriſt: 
But ſadder ic is to fee ahy Saint | 
looke upon anather with a frown- | 
fing countenance; when as Chriſt 
lookerch uponhim,' as well as upc 
himſelfe,with a (miling face. Who 
doth hot bleed ro fee one belecvert 
t6 write a booke of revilings ; 
| | oa P ET YI againſt” a 
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againſt another *, when as you 


by Chriſt co them all; Tell it mot in 
Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſ- 
helon: Q ! let not» the davwghters of 
the unbel#ved triumph, to ſee you-who are 
the bigly beloved ones of Jeſus Chrift,tra- 
ducing and reviling one another. | fay no 
more but this,fith-Jeſus Chriſt doth 
| love al theSaints,and every beleiver, 
withatranſcendentlove,do you who 
are beleivers (and ſo ſhare in the 
ſweetneſle of this truth) do the like. 
Fourthly , -I ſhall adde bat 

a word of Perſwaſton', and let it 
be to perſwade all'thoſe, who as yet 
are ſtrangers to Teſus Chriſt,. to come.in 
unto bim. O that: you could be- 
hold the glorious beames of tran- 
ſcendent love towards all beleevers, 
doubtles ſuch a fight as that, could 
not 'chuſe-but worke upon your 
hearts, and ſtrangely draw your 
_ to cloſe-with, him, who is 
{o lovely in himſelf, and ſo loving 
unto'his- wandering ſoales. , that 
erre 


looke uporr "the ' Goſpell ( as a 
glorious Booke of love ) written | 


$ 


| imbrace Jeſas'Chriſt', know, hee 


| braceth- all thar- come to him free- 
| ly:3 andthen loveth them all tranſ- 


{if you take up: Chriſt in his Goſe/l 
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ere! up and downe the Wilder- 
nefſe'of the world : Retue'(- \yee |* 
| famert ) unto boldpdf loveykifſ the Son, 
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isthe Lord of love: One who im- 


| cendently:Ifear you are ignoxant of 
| this truth, chat Chriſt Ioveth his 
with a love paſſing knowledge. 
\ And it way be your ignorance 
{ ofthis, keepeth- you from clofing 
[with him'; But know it now , | 
and bee perſwaded 'to come to | 
| Chrift ; ro cloſe with him, to im- 
brace his Goſpel, to love his truth, 
to be contin in his ordinances, 
|as-knowing if. you be, you ſhall 
{have love from him, which paffeth 
| knowledge, - Bee contented now 10 
it breake off from the wayes of fine, and 
wanity and come into the wayes of 
righreouſneſſe 5 Bee contented to bid 
the creature adieu,; and now be wil- 
| ling to imbrace Chriſt.” Do-not ſay 
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and in his wayes: Friexdy' will 
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leave yu, and the- Whrld Will. loath 


you, avd the Dewi. will! tirre 'np;|- 


che - Songes of Reliait agaioit you. 3 
It matters not, though ;the crea 
tures, leave. you y,Qlirilt will  im- 
brace you : Though they 64th you, 
Chriſt will ave you, And what 
neede you feare the rifing up: of the 
Soxnes of Belialt:; when you ball 
enjay the-loves. of. Cheifts boſome: 
Hegre and five eare, (- O.yee children 
of fally ) bee wiſe at leaſt once,"and 


| ues ſhall caſte. love. Chriſt:cal- 


h you all, whoever you bee, 
come to him,; imbrace him cor» | 
dially, and you: ſhall finde him 
IASIO tranſcendently. -1 have 
faidall ( and happy 1 were, and 
you too) if I could but prevaile 
with you to bee drawne to Je- 
'fus Chriſt -wizh theſe cords of. 
Jave, * | | | 
| , How. ever you; are ſtrangers 
.to It now ,- . yet if, you. would bur 
come.in , you; ſhould know: the 


Hove of Chriſt:, and know 


;the truth of his. poyne. Your | 
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owne experience ſhould bee for- 
ced' to - wiendF.9;6 Uis*,* * 
ſes Corift- leveth Jeltewers 
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Job 11.12 | 


| though man be borne like a wilde Aſſes 


: 


And to 


SERMON V. 
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Eye ut 8$.3,9.19. 
know the love of Chriſt which 
paſſeth knowledge. 


71 Here is nothing of 
9 greater force to al- 


deſire of knowledge; 
Fob tells us, V atn man 
defireth to hee wile, 


colt. Albeit it is our fate, that {ince 
the fall we are ſabje& to folly, (and 
in that ſenſe we are vaine) yer there 
remaines at leaſt) ſo much wit in us 


| as to approve of knowledge, and to de- 


fire to be wiſe : onely here is our 
miſery, that there'is a great deale of 
vanity 


mr —o—_— mm — 
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'« [on edge with the ſame defire. 
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vanity in our defiring knowledge ; Wee | 
are all of us apt ; either ro defire 
the knowledge of that that. is above 
us (and ſo unattainable) or elſe be- 
neatb-us ( and in that reſpeR not (o 
much defirable.) Ic was this golden 
apple of knowledge, which was fo 

taking , and! ting with our 
|] Grandmother EF, thac albeit the 
| beſt that ſhce got, by cating that 

apple was, bur the knowledge of evil, 
| (which wee had: all beene berter 
without) yet -ſhee. was drawne 
to eat of the Apple':::Not onely 
as perſwaded-ot its/ being..plea- 
|(ant'ito the taſte, but becauſe ie 
| was defprable to make one-wiſe.' | And 
ſurely as our Grazdmctber did eat 
thoſe ſore grapes, fo we all ber chil- 
dren , have ever {ince had our teeth ſet 


Hence it is tbat too too often 
out of an cager defice, and affefta- 
tion of knowledge, we are apt up- 
on the one hand, for to flye too. bigh, 
and to -pry into thoſe hidden fe. 
crets ' which . God hath nor revea. 

P 4 led) 
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led): orelſe on the other handy we 
are apt to. ſtoop too low (andto 
dive into nicities and vanicies ,'at | 
leaft into the knowledge of ſach 


chings. in which we are not con- 
cerned) bur (a as the Apoſtle doch 


rT 
Et 


' ay) Tſhall ſhew you a amr excellent 
Way 3 by decli ou may 
i poiſe as defir on edge, {0 


1 as that. you ſhould be neither to>| 
| high, nor too low inthe purſaic there» 
| w Doe not ſay therefore, who (bull 
"| aſcend, to bring downe Jeſus 
| Chirit from above. and to reveale. 
the knowledge of. hidden glories, 
. and unconceiveable myſterics?Nei- 
| ther ſay , who ſba{/ deſcend ?. to raiſe 
| | bim up from beneath, bur remember: 
the word (the Scriprure)) ic nigh;even 
the Goſpel which we preach : Labour to 
know is, and you ſhall know e- | 

'noagh, notonely as to ſalvation,but 
even 'as to the perfe&ion of your 
knowledge, Chtrift who is che 
IWiſtdom'of God , and in'wbom are bid all 
the treaſures 0 "add wiſdome, and knowledge, 
ik fally an Et revealed in mt 
Men; 
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| And asthat.is molt fatis fafory, 1q.it 


AMA 


in Chriſt, the knowledge of his loves, 
is moſt ſweet. Ic is this knowledge; 


that the, Epkeiians might obtaine, 
(and by confeazen trop knows, 
ledge which. all 


cerneth 'you not-ſo. much. to know, 
Arts and, Sciences (though in 
themſelves, and their way, they are. 
neceſſary , and ob warth ). neither | 
doth it concerne you (atleaft) fo 
mach,ito be acquainted wich other. 


their place are very precious.) But 


Our third Point in order taken 
up, and to, bee ſpoken to from 
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| 

'Goſpel., and hy the ftndy and the: 
knowledge of F we ſhall come to | 
the knowledge of him. Now. of all] 
{knowledge, the knowledge 'of | 
 |Cheiſt,- asir is moſt ſacred, 10 it is | 
molt ſatisfafory : And of all things | 


mad A. 


| [which the Apoftle. here prayerty | 


s © py 


Chriftians ought | 
. to delire;, -and Jabonr for.) -It con-. 


truths of the Scriptures (which in| 


this is that which doth fo mainly ]' 
concerne you, viz. That youknow the | 
| ve of Chrift paſſing knowledge. 
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Explicati- 


1 on what 


knowledg 
we ſhould 
labour for 


r1Acleare 
and ful], 
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The love of Chriſt the. 


| theſe words,is this, That, it is a tBing' 
of neceſſary conce rament, for every Ebris 
tian to know th? tran'cendent love of 
Feſus Chriſt, © «© 49 

We have already endeavoured to 


love, thar is in Chriſt cowards his : 
hint ſomething, which' may at 


make a further diſcovery of che | 
riches, and the glory; arid the cran- 


deligne is to make ic appeare; That 
the ſtudy for the knowledpe rheredf, is of 
very choice, ſpetiall , and neceſſary con- 
cernment for you all. 

The ſjbje# of the point you ſee, Ts 


when ſay, That tbe knowledge of the 
love of Chrii? is of neceſſary-concernment. 
'*1 I de meane, not ſimply the 
bare beleeving 'of this truth , but a 
cleare-and full widerſtandin; of it , tbe 
ſubſtance ,, © and circumſtances thereof, 
| There are divine - and infinite. di- 


| | menf1ons | 


hold out, at left, a beame of l5ght ro | 
wardShe diſcovery of that boſome'| 


And ar'thistime my deſire is, to | 


leaſt put you on' to endeavour to | 


ſcendency* of That love : -For my | 


the knowledge of thelove of Chrit.Now | 


— 
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| 
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 menſions:iri the love: of Chriſt, and 
it is our duty to labour. for che | 
knowledge ot all:theſe :»We thould 
ſtrive to-beable romedfure both” the 
length; and the breadth, yea.and alfs | 
| to take the bejgbr,and to:foand the depth 
of the lboveof Chriſt: Chrifts boſom, 
is a. very glorious Mine of love,and 
| it concerneth us todizveryQdeepinco 
| it, and nor contenc-our ſelves wich 
2 bare diſcovery of that golden Oare, 
or vein of love , which\isupon the 
| {uperficies; or top ot the- ſame Mine's 
1 and in which wemay eaſily diſco- 
ver, a$Sitwere in the very «/ziter' of 


to endeavour £0) atrainetujito the 
| deep and-myſteriall diſcoveries 1hereof,; 


| Spirit comero attain. | 
1. 2 Yea and not onely fo, bat al- 
{o to endeavour to! Yet an' expert- 
mentall hjowledpe ot thislove 5 That 
as the Painter curiouſly: painted 
love, . by drawing the'type of it out 
of his owne boſome;z So we inlike 


manner may be able by our Chriſti- 


f the Goſpel; buit ir dock coticerne us | 


 which/Saints (by the light of the| 


2  Afpiri-| 


| tvall and 


£xperi- 
a. no 


| a 
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an difſconiſes: to paint fore. nd 
to- yrs oe what the love of: _ 
is, ta y the grounds 
thereof -our: ——=— our one (boſomes, 
our owne experiences. /Divines ob- 
{ervethat.che T Steps not 
| any thing for knowledge {atleaſt 
laving)which is not experimental, 
And certainly that knowledge 


now ſpeake).cughtto be,not onely 


a heart knawledge , an experimen- 
tall knowledge; This 1 thought 
good to adde- for the-explication 
ofthe ſubjeft of the Propotition, 
Now forthe pradicate .( or the 
that. we doeaffirme!.of this 
knowledge' of the love of Chrift) 
you may doe well; forthe clearer 


approleading abercob ;t0 neigh it in 
'Firſ, 7 This knowledge af CONCOrN- 


by There are many things, the | 
knowledge whereof may be expedi- | 
ent; but nov of fach concernment. But | 


| [this knowledge whereof we you 


/1; 


5 _— 


of } 


the lave of Chriſt (whereof we thall | 
a bare bend. kuowledge, biit eſpecially | 


a. add. 
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is ſuch a knowledge, avnot onely 


may be expedient for ys-to know, 
| but alſo of concernment for us that 
we ſhould know, © | 

Secondly , | ſay itis of neceſſary 
conrernment , ſome knowledge that: 
you be of accidentall- comtermnene to 
be knowne, which is not of neceſ- 
| | ſary concernment : ſome things indeed 
as being ' accidentall to Tome grea- 
| ter truth , and the diſcovery there- 
| of , are in that reſpe&t of concern- 
ment to be knawnez (and fo may 
| | concerne a man to endeavour for 

the knowledge thereof ) But now 
this knowledge hath a neceſſity Laid 
| aun it; andwoe be to every ſoutke 
that knoweth "not the love of 
Chriſt, 


fome truths there are, which albeir 
they maybe of neceſſary concern- 
ment for ſome :: who are'as 
it were anointed with -an - higher 
anointing, and mo ity 2 more! 


| Thirdly, I adde; it isof neceflary | 
| concernment for (every "Chriſtian; | 


 [ſpeciall way ( as officers in". 
| ns Church 
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| Church, :$6,  ) may yet-not bee of 
ſack;neceſſary concernment to all: | 
But now this. knowledge,(whereot | 
'weare ſpeaking ). is of neceſſary 
concernment z: tor every ſoule that is 
named by.che name of Chriſt, (and 
iſo pretends to be a Chriſtian) but eſpe- 
cially every ſoule that is wnited to _ Jeſus 
Ciwiſt < and ſp is.indeed 4. Criſtian) | 
ought to Jabour for a falid know- f 
ledge of the love of Chriſt, . As the | 
Fatbers in Chriſts School, are not. 
above this. knowledge; fo neither-| 
the babes. and. children in: Chriſts 
Schoole are bencath jr, but.all, even 
the one and the.gtber,, 'are Þound, and 
"it Jayerh upon them, asithat which | 
doth. concerne them very neare,, and | 
very meceſſary, to know this love of 
Chriſt, which paſſerhikwomledge.. 1 | 
. One ward.I (hal only adde by way 
of Caution;I doe not ſpeak,neicher | 
would L have you: undeeſtand me, | 
a4.it .chis: were the onely; knowledge | 
to be -Jaþoured for. Indeed it 1s | 
rhe ſovereign, but not the ſole know- | 
ledge zi which Chriltians ſhquld;, 


| 


defire 
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| ought'to have done (that is eſpeci- 
| ally Yand nor leaving the other un» 


|the knowledge of other Goſpdl 
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delire,' and endeavour to ob» | 
raine, 

In all that therefore I ſhall ſpeak, 
I de(ire to be underſtood, nor exclu- 
ſively , ſhurting' out other truths, 
but as inclufively, and eminencly 
driving at this in a peculiar man-' 
ner. Andas Chriſt faid with refe- 
rence'to:doing : Thoſe things, you 


done (4.e,altogether negle&) I fay 
in like manner of knowing; the 
knowledge of the love of Chriſt, 
you ought eſpecially to labour for 
(as a thing of more choice, and 
ſpeciall, and neceſſary concernment) but 
you arenot altogether to negle&t 


cruths, as if -chey were of no neceſ\- 


ment at a)l, 4 

Far the Proofe'T ſhall not needto 
adde mariy places (it being ſo fully 
laid down-in this;) Certainly this 


| wiſe Apoſtle Paul,would never have ſo 
earneſtly, and parcicularly begged 
L0H O 


f 


fity., or of no neceflary concern-! 
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| of God, that the Epheſians might 


| mination of his tor himſelfe { which 


tinted once before ):is the know- 
edge of Chriſt in his love; Though 


'| but (as it hath-beens ſhewed!) like 
' } one great Sermon of Jove;, yet the 


' [Ionger, and clearer Sermon of love 
" Fthen all his life was; Never did 


| 


4 rermined to know nothing but this ; wee 
j may ſafely conclude, both from his 


know the love of Chriſt , which paſſetb 
knowledge, if it were nat of [pediall 
and neceffary concernment for 
them, ; I ſhall onely adde to this,his 
defire far the Ephefians , that deter- 


he exprefleth to the Corinthians) 
T am determined ({aich he) not to know | 
any thing among you', ſave 'Feſus Chriſt 
«pd bim crucified: : Now the know- 
ledge of Felus Chriſt crucified (as I 


the-whole life of Jeſus Chriſt, was 
death of Chriſt was as it were a 


Chriſt ſpeake love, more fally,-and! 
| more freely , then wherrhe'was as 
J© were'in that Pulpit, the Crolſle : 
' Now then; ifcertainly Partdid de- 


| | determination' for- himielfe; and-hi 


_ defire | 


— 
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| Firſt, The knowledge of the love of 


|[pell + This lictle word leve(wricten 
[upon the boſbme of Jeſus Chriſt 


way) i of neceſſary toncernment for 6- 


* ſrongef eat it HHibaldiion. 


<a 
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deere for the Epbeſiahs ; that ' the 
knowledge of Chriſti tranſcendent love; 
(el Sectall in a cleare experimiencall 


very Chriſtian. 
I ſhal offer ſome reaſons to tnake 
this poynt yet clearer. 


Chrif, containes in it the ſwqnime of the 

* wp (Chriſt being the ſwin of the Go- 
fe and lave the (um of Chriſt: ) God 
{6 loved the World, that hee gave 
ChiiſftandChrift ſo loved the world 
that he gave biniſeife, cotitainerin it 
the marrdw ahd_pitb 'of All the Gol 


iri the golden leiters of free grace 
[1s an epitomy of the Gofp fel: —_ on 


0 love the father, & the fulf web 
| Law 3 ſo Chriſts love to iis, n th 


eſſe of the Goſpel!: 
Fe 
"1 


(ney and you anderſtant tt 


dons the Law, if © you love 
| you know Chrifts low Tound- 


Secondly , The kndivletge of | | 
Q__ TH 


L _— 5 
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Chriſts. love is of neceflary. con- 
cernment,- becauſe 31 containeth in it 
the eprifeſ motive .to duty. Y ou will 
never doe duty.( atileaſt with that 
ſweetneſſe in your own ſpirits-which 
you bould ). and, with that a 
tion of God, which. you would ) 
if you do not att from a principle of 
love. Now the love of. Chriſt 
known'to us, is that which cheifly 
enflameth our love to him, what 
was the reaſon that notwithſtand- 
ing that love that God ſheyed to 
Iirgel, when he was a child, and taught 
bim to goe, taking, bim by the. armes, 
had not that impreſfion upon Iſrael | 
which it ſhould have, the Prophet 
hinteth the reaſon, becauſe, Iſrael 
knew it not, Heſ. II. 3. God ſhew- 
ed, but Iſrael did not underſtand 
his lovegand therefore it was that 1[* 
rae] would: not walke anſwerable 
thereunto. In like manner, wee 
{hall never walke ' anſwerable by 
doing our duty ( for I take duty, to be 


| at leaft aft anſwer of love ) in caſe wee 


doe not know what the love is, 


where- 


TI 
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wherewithall Chriſt hath loved us. 
Payl was more aboundant then all 
the reſt of the Apoſtles were,: in-his 
labors. And ſurely this might bethe 
reaſon, that happily hee under- 
ſtood more of the love of. Cheift, 
then the reſt did : Hence itmay be 
that it is, that you have that ex- 
preſſion in the 2 Cor-4.14. The love of 
Cbriſt conftraineth us. The confide- 
ration of Chrifts love ( which Pax! 
cameto have,by the knowledgther- 
of )it was as itwere a whole croud 
or throng of Arguments, or like to 
a whole fiedge of motives ( for the 
word will beare. both metaphors) 
unto Paxl, both to dye, and to ſuf- 
fer for Jeſus Chriſt, There is no 
ſoule but needeth a ſpurre to duty, 
being «df in himſelfe, Now the 
knowledge of the love: of Chriſt; 
being of ſuch ſpeciall efficacy, this 
way muſt needs alſo be of tnecefſary 
concernment for every Chriſtt< 


Thirdly, Chrifts love; is @ foun- 


—_ 


amt ſee | 
Luk,8.45. | 


19+ 43. 


taine of 4 beleevers life, and therefore 


- 
i WS: It 
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irmuſt needs bee of neceſſary con- 
cernument fot a beleever to know it, 
in'as much as he cannot live with- 
our-it; verily this is life eternal,to 
know the love of Chriſt which paſ- 
ſerch knowledge, IF ic be of necel- 
ſary concernment,. for the ſoule to 
live,it muſt bealſo of neceſſaty con- 
cerninent to know Chriſts love, in 
as much as without the one , he 
cannot enjoy the other, Tlive(ſaith 
Paul) but how ? by the faith ( now 


{ faith 'is but a higher degree of 


| knowledge of the I8ve of Chriſt ) of the 


- { Sonne of God, who loveth me. As 1140. 


ſes preſſed the 7ſraelites to the fin- 
cere keeping of the Law, for it 
(iaith he) your life, In like manner 
may we prefſe' Chriſtians to the ſe- 
|rious knowledge of Chriſts love, 
becauſe it is our ſoules life. 

- Fourthly, The knowledge of Chriſts 
love, is the foundation of a ſeules joy, and 
| Chriſtians comfort, and therefore of 
ſuch neceſſary concernmene. The | 
reaſon why the Saints ate ſome- 
{times ſo ſadde, is becauſe they doe 


Inot know the Jove of Chriſt, ( at 


DO— 
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leaſt in all the dimenfions the 
Hence it is that peace is joyne 
with laye, ſometimes in the Go- 
ſpell ; Peace (faith Paw!) bee tothe 
brethren, but from. whence ? | from 
this(as it is added) and love from God 
the Fatber, aud owr Lord Feſus Chrift, 
Epbeſ.6.23, the hearts of belcevers 
would be at peace, if ſo be they did 
but fully underſtand the love of 
Chrif, O (faith the Soul)'ofthar 
beleever, and of this beleever ; in-+ 
deed they live ſweetly upon Chriſts 
love, becauſe they have it, but ] 
go ſadly in the want ofChrifts love, 
cauſe I thinke there is none for 
me :; The ſoule is fadde, becauſe it 
ſeeth not the fulneſſe of the love of | 
Chriſt : I ( ſaith another ſoule ) 
ſach'an one who hath more grace 
thenT ; and ſach an one who Fach 
leſſe finne then I have, he may live 
joyfully becauſe ofChriſts love,bur 
I muſt goe ſadly becauſe I feare hee 
will not love me. : The reaſon of 
this ſoules ſadnefle, is becauſe it 


[ 


ko. Ad 


knoweth not the fulneſſe of ove, 


Q 3 that! 
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| boſome Diſciple Fobn 
| much of the love of Jeſus, and had 


| nefſe thereof, without doubt, did 
| webut know the love ofChriſt bet- 
ter, then'we doe, we ſhould not be 
ſo-lad, ſo often as we are. '' That 
( who knew 


declared the knowledge of it unto 
others) he ſaith it was for this end: 


| theſe. things write I unt9 you (faith hee) 


that your joy mig he be ful; Sich there- 
fore the joy and the comfort'of our 
ſonles is built' upon the love of 
Chiih; as its foundation, it doth 
neceſſarily coneerne us, to get the 
kriowledge thereof. 


PFiftly, the knowledge of Chriſls 


love is of neceflary concernment, 


beeatiſe ir is the riſe of Chriſtian thank- 
Thabefe. Heneceit js that thankful- 
| n: ffe fprings, It is from this foun- 


tain? whence' it floweth. Thoſe 
fojtes will bee moſt thankfall for 
the-love of _ , that \unders' 
fan it moſt; Imidhance begets _ 
tinide, but knowl? ge mabeth thankeful 

Blefſe the Lord O my 1oul, and for- 


ao 


RM” 


' that is in Chrift, and the free- 
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be thankful for that' which they d5 
farger, neither can men'remember: 
chat which they'do notknow:: All 
that Chriſt lookes for from-ithe 
Saints-is this, that'chey ſhould ac- 
knowledge ithe -tranfcendent” love 
he \beareth-untoithem. 'Wee'twill 
never be-able to-fing*glory and dowiis 


Look 48a Lark; 5atithiediſcovery«b? 
the light of the day {\aſcends chil: 


the:heavens appeabe' iy rhe ti 
| ſhe aſcends; andothe; ſweeter) the 
lings; In-likermandetche ſoul,who 
 knoweth che lays :of iChrift: wid 
 ſeethi the light thereof, (mounrath 
 and>firrgeth; and'the: morebi{ght 
the buames of Chrifls boſome Tove, 
| (hind#4gupon then! thethigheFts 
 theſoulteelevated;/iand the Iveeter 
bs dvelv-chivp, anduhenc) thatipis 
ritaal ſong of dhankfolneſſt'unts 
Chriſt, Yo are boatid beleevers;'to 


get tot all bis beneffts3) Men will Bot | 


nioft be to |bim, who yathloved ue;! > 
cept wee: knowhouſhee loved ws. 


ing,» and:ehirpingy and'chelipheer| 
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thanke.Chriſt-forHis love, but you 
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will fever to-pit pal , 80 abour to. 

I chat ban you doe 
ery now the ne av ag of char 
love with which: he hath bound 
yAu«; 


he bath left Chriſtienf. Surely-ir is of 
neceflary concernment, for Chrifti- 
ans.. ta know., that which Chrift 


| i them.in his.wil. He hath not 


| 


leſc them __ poſleſſions.,- nor 
dings,in:this world: (his 
_ (thou 


ph loved him) left 
him 06.2 houſe toput inhigown 
ere 


jcendent hordevk puff bnowledges 
——_ hath left co belecyers(as 
 hisfather letc him)).« the father:batb 
Hd we, jo beve-F loved you, - Fob: 15- 
dadine e the widdow, whether ic 
at neceflarily conceng þergto. 
r.that which her. husbapbd lete 
1 ake che child whetherghere lic 
a.neceſſity. uponthim to kngwthar 
which his father lefc him, both che 


| oneand the other wil. ſay yes, Why 
belceyers, your tie faber, and 


) but.dears love, rich love, | 


- Sixtly, Chriſti lacs the Jegar | 


— DA MA 
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your ſoules .busband, Jefus Chriſt, 
hath left you nothing but his love, 


ſarely .it is neceſſary that you 
ſhould know it. 


the knowledge of the love of Cbriſt; (0 it 
is filled with the fulneſſe of God. You 


cerne you, (and that neceſſarily) to be 
filled with the divine fulncfle, the 
fulneſſe. of God? ſurely yau will 
fay yes; ' then know, it doth as ne- 
cefſarily; goncerne you to bee ac- 
quainted with the love of Chriſt; 
' without that you cannot be ſo fil- 


ledge is nothing but an union between the 


| Hence it is that they ay and con- 
clude, that by bew much any par- 
take af knowledge;,.;. by ſo much 
| they, partake of fulnelſe : God. is 
love;zand tfthe knowledge of Gods 


| ſoule; tlien certainly, by how much 


other, 


Seventhly, As the ſoule is fi Led with | 


empty creatures , doth it not ox-- 


led. Same have thought that know- | 
| thing known , and the . underſtanding, | 


| love be theunion thereof with che | 


we.know the one , by ſo much wee | 


| 


| 


| Pants and: are filled with the | 


—— 
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other. - Obſerve how the Apoſtle 
therefore joyneth this In the Text, 
To know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
' knowledge (faith he) that you may bee 
| filed with all the fulnefſe of Gad. Every 
drop of this knowledge of che love 
of Chriſt , tendeth towards the fil- 


of God: ſurely therefore to be filled, 
and to be filled wich God, and to be 
filled wich the fulnefſe of God. yea 
with: all the falneſſe of God , being 


and the knowledge of Chrifts love 
| being fo” advantagious to this : Ic 


: which paſſethknawledge. 
-!Bricfly now-for Application : 


he. £1 "DES 


Eamentation,' that notwithſtanding 
the: knowledge of the love: of 
Chriſt is thus neceflary, yer + © 

Firſt, that this knowledge hath 
 beene little ſtudied. Secondly;though 
it' ſhould be-much ſtudicd yiyet ir 


| can 


ling of the foule with the falnefle | 


ſo:neceffary for every ſoule- as it is, | 


'muſt needs 'be ia thing of __ | 
, concernment for every Chriſtian to | 
labour to know the love of Chriſt, | 


Firſt, ir: may ſerve for a uſe of | 


I ——_——_ 
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can be little obtained. -: | 

Firſt, I fay, it bath beene but little 
ſtudied. Men who have beene very 
lwitt in. ſearching atter other 
truths:, but they have been flow in 


ſearching after this. An ample, exadt | 


diſcovery of this love of Chriſt , may 


well be ſet downeamong the defe- | 


derata, i.e. the defirab)2s of Divincs, 
it having been ſo lictle handled by 


any.. Indeed much of: the Law (in | 


the point of duty) hath been dilco- 


vered, bur little of the Goſpel, (ef- | 


pecially in this point of Chriſte 
love) hath: been inquired into... 1 
doe not know any 6neAuthour of 
eminency , ( indeed as yet I have 
met with noneatall) who on parry 


poſe hath: handled:, or diſcourfed | 
exadtly concerning'this ſubjeR, viz; 
the tranſcendency.of the love of | 
Chriſt Hhave heard that that prect- 


ous Divine Dr.Preſton was wont to 
complaine of the-great defet this 
way :. Surely it is very ſad to 
thinke that the knowledge 'of 


thegtove of Chriſt ,.. being of ſuch| 


ne- j' 
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necefſary and high concernment» 
hath beene ſo little inquired into 
O what a gallant Goſpel deſigne. were it, 
for ſome one who is acquainted with the 
Spirit iz a large meaſure, to goe over the 


—_— . 


ſerve the glorious (binings of the we 
Chriſt to beleevers in af, It woul 


in hand, and perfeR it to the pur- 
: But it is ſad to thinke it 


ſe 
| hath been negleQed ſo long. 


Secondly, we may lament , not 
onely to thinke this knowledge 


labours of any, bur eſpecially that it is 
ſuch , that after all labour, it cen be but 
| little gained. Ne may weep to think, 
| how little of the love ef Chriſt 
itis, that ' thoſe who have moſt 
[knowledge of it; doe, or can know. 
We read of a Book which was ſea» 
| led, and Jobn wept much (faith the 
Text ) becauſe no man was found 
worthy in beaven or in earth ,- that was 
able to open the Booke,or to looke thereon. 


' Beloved,the heart of Chriſt mdy- be 


com- 


| 


be precious if ſome would take it | 


hath been but little advanced by the | 


whole biſtory of the Goſpell, and to 0b<| 
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| compared to a glorious Booke, in | 
which the myfterious hiftory of his 
| tranſcendent love is written : But 
alas! whois there, not onely in 
earth, but in heaven, that is able to 
operi this Book, and to diſcovei 
e myſteries thereof ? Beloved, 
hen we ſhall come to heaven, wee 
ſhall then be in a capacity of more 
perfet knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt : But alas ! even then wee 
| | | ſhall never be able to comprehend 
the love of Chriſt in the perfeion | 
| | [thereof that is,ſo fully as it may be 
knowne ; Then indeed we ſhall ap- 
prehend it in the perfeftion of our 
knowledge (i.e) ſo far as it can bee 
 knowne by the finite knowledge of 
creatures; but yet then we ſhall not 
know it ſo full as it is. The School- 
men ſpeake of knowledge (as they 
doe of ſceing: ) There is a ewofold | puplex ple- 
fulnefſe of knowledge. nitudo (ci- 
Firſt , a fulneſſe in regard of the ob» | £12 T 
Jed (ie.) a fulneſſe as regards ——_ 
the thing it ſelfe. | x Subjecti. 
| Secondly, a falneſſe of knowledge in '» ObjeFi. 


regard 


tC. Ra _— 


— 


—— 


mY 


= I. | 


EE 


| 238 | The love of Chriſt the | 


regard of the ſubject tn which it #.Now 
for mine owne part, I incline (at 
* leaſt for preſent) to conclude, that: 
;.although without doubt, there 
| (hal be a fuinefſe of knowledge of 
Chrift in reſpe& of our knowledge 
(#6 ) according to the —_— 
bounds, or extents, which. on 
knowledge, when it is perfeed to 
the higheſt is capable of ; yet not- 
wichſtagding inregard of the fulneſſe| 
of knowledye, as it relates t» the thing it 
ſelfe, viz. The love of Chriſt, qaoad 
eſſentiam, & virtutem , intenſiva , &#| 
extenſiv i (i.e) when it is conitdered 
ſo far forth as it may be had unto 
all the effe&s,and purpoles, where» 
unto that knowledge doth extend 
ic ſelfe; this I ſay, 1 thinke we ſhall 
[not have , butto all eternity', we 
(hall be admiring and adoring of 
this Tove of Chriſt, which paſſeth] 
hnowledge. | 
Wherefore then wee muſt needs 
| lament to confider, that although 
the knowledge of the love of Chriſt 
be of ſuch neceflary concernmentr, 


p __ *—; — 


mt. OY | 


RS ai 


——_——K_... 


| 


F ſtrongeſt cordial in tribulation. 2 29 


yet it hath been but little ſearched af- 
ter by many ; and when wee ſhall 
make the greateſt ſearch after it, we 


ſball never be able fall to attain it. 


Uſe. Secondly, it may be a uſe of 
Reproof unto thoſe who negle& this 
ſtudy of the knowledg of thelove of 
Chriſt altogether. Many there are, 
who arelittle in the ſtudyoftheBible, 
leffe in the ſtudy of the Goſpel; bur, 
leaſt of all in this, which is the light, 
and luſtre, and glory of all the Go- 
ſpel, the love of Chriſt to beleevers: 


And I cannot chuſe but think thoſei 


blame-worthy, and to be reproved, 
who intheſe times ſpeake much of 
their parts and abilities in the beat- 
ing out of ſome truths meerly 
controverſall ( which yet 1 ſpeake 
not againſtin its place ) 'and yet 
neglet this knowledge which is 
of ſuch neceſſary concernment. 1 
doe not altogether blame thoſe 
who ſtudy this beadfbip of Chriſt (I 
mean his Government ) it being 
I thinke this preſent truth , which is 


—_— 


moſt controverted in theſe times ; 
yet 


ew 
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yet notwithſtanding , to ſtudy ſo | 
far the bead of Chriſt, as to negle&/ 
his beart,fo far to minde his govern- | 


- | ment, as to negle his love, is with- | 


out doubt, a thing to bee re- 
proved. | 

Buct'much more are thoſe to bee 
reproved; who ſtudy neither the 
one, northe other , but ſpend all 
their time, their paines, and their 
parts, in controverſies, and nicities 
prying either into unrevealed poſiti- 
ens , or being bufied about need{-fſe | 
queſtions , negleing in the meane | 
time, this one neceſſary thing, vis. 
the knowledge of the love of | 
Chriſt. How many are there that | 
may ( as one faid of the School- 
men ) bee like unto Travellers, | 
or men- in a journey, who have | 


| good bread abour them , but goe | 


gnawing , and biting-upon hard 
ſtones; ſo indeed ſome men who 
have ( atleaſt means to have the 
bread of life ; Chriſts love z but they 
neglc& it, and ſpend their time in | 


| gnawing upon hard trivialls, at | 


leaſt 


' 


— - —_ 
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leaſt not uſeful queſtions : Be' tepro- 
ved, O all ye, \who fo tar: ſpend 

your ſclves, about the obtaining-of 
any knowledge; when in the meane 

time, you doc'neglet the ſtudy of 
chis knowledge, ( the love of 

Chriſt) whicti'is of neceflary con- 

cernment, ' 

Laſtly., we fhall adde a word of 
Exbortation to ſtirup all to the ſtudy 
of the love of Chriſt : You-who 
have ſpent , orrather miſpent many a 
| precious houre in reading of Ro- 
manſes, and forid hiſtories, of fain- 
ed loves, yea you who 'ſpend all' 
your time, though ir be about ſome 
matters of concernment, but neg-. 
| le&ing this ; 'be ſtirred up now, ro 
layout your ſelves in the ſtudy of 
| chat which is ſweer, and necefſary, 
viz. the ſtudy of - the love 'of Chrift 
which paſſeth knowledge ; you "muſt | 
conceive thar (es I hinted in' the 
explication) my dehre is, that yon 
would labour to be well verſed, and 
to be exat ſtudients in this buſinefle; 
| would noc have you content your 
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— 


you ſhall tinde, that there is no» 


\in this Jove of Chriſt ( as Calvin 


| hath well obſerved upon the place.) 
# This knowledge is both ſafe and 


ET 


mm 


ſelves in-fome generallt , but labour 
to make ia particular diſcovery of the 
love of Chriſt in its ſubſtance, in its 
circumftances,and in its ſundry attions, | 
and deciprations : O remember, thar 
this knowledge includeth init, all 
that knowledge which is neceflary | 
to be knowne for ſalvation. | 
When .you have {tudied it well, 


thing in the-whole dodrine of ſal- 
vation, which is not comprehended 


ſweet; it is'not ſuch a knowledge as 
will pufe yp tbe bead, biit it will pu- 
rifie the heart : I doe not doubt that 
any can grow wanton, who atraineth 
to any ſprrituall ſaving degree of this | 
knowledge, The love of Chriſt will 
conſtraine to duty, and reftraine frm ſit; 
therefgrebetake your ſelves to this 
ſtady above all others. 

Now I ſhall offer ſomething as 
meanes to helpe you, and as motives 
to encourage you. Onely by way of 


Caution, 


_— 
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caution, learne to take beed of promi- 
| ſing your ſelves too much ; Doe not 
| chinke that you ſhall ever come to 
| perfeftion of knowledge in this point , at 
| Jeaſt while you are bn this life : It is 
| a point which may take up the 
| {tudy of all the Saints; (happily fo 
| mach may be couchet in.the 18 
verſ, of this Chapter, that you 
may be able to comprebend with all 
| Saints.) He ſpeaketh,as if it wete a 
Text, abour which , not onely 
| every Saint is to ſer himſelfe, but as 
| which doth require al/ the abilities of 
| al{ the Saints, Looke as ſoine great 
| point-doth require the abilities of 
' mariy Schollers ( and all little e- 
nough, when joyned together) ro 
| make a good diſcovery thereof: 
ſuch is the love of Chritt, as that al 
| the Saints may well ſpend them- 
| ſelves ib the ſtudy of it, and when 

they have brought all their notes 
together,and added all their fludies 
together, they will be able ro make 
(ar leaſt in this life, but a very little 
| diſcovery thereof, Theretore take 


| 
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hecd of promiſing your ſelves per- 
fetion in this tudy. 
 -NowT adde this caution not to deter 
| you from the ſtudy, butts make you the 
more ſerious in#t; and allo to keep you | 
frem-caſting of it offs after you bave be- 
gun to underſtand it, It is with ſome 
Saints,.as with SchoJlers, who ha- 
ving ſer about ſome ſtudy, and af- 
ter {ome progrefle, finde the bufi- 
_ [nefle ſo hard, and high, 'as that 
they can never come to the perfe& 
knowledge thereof, they begin to 
{lack in their indeavours, and to 
caſtit off : But now beloved, con- 
{1der-it betorchand, 'that you may 
not-afterwards caſt off the ſtudy of þ 
the love of Chriſt, when you have |} 
{(pent your ſelves to the urtermof}, | 
you ſhall never come to a pertei- 
on. L vol 
Yec' let me adde this, the leaſt 
beames of the love ofChriſt have ſo 
much light in them, as that they wil | 
be very ſweet, And every. peece or | 
part of this knowledge, will beof 
very ſpeciall worth : yea, the ow, 
an 


— 


_—_ 


ſtrongeſt cordial in tribulation. 


— 
_— — 


love of Chriſt ( if experimentall, 
and ſpirituall ) is of infinite, mare 


things betides : Yeazand one 'thing 
more let. me adde, it.is poible for 
| you tO, attaine, tO a very ſweere 
and fatisfatory .degree of this 
knowledge, . ©... 

2. Burt what(hall doto attain 
a ſarisfaftory degree of this know- 
ledge of the love of Chriſt, ſo as 
chat albeic I cannot attaine to the 


as gy. make me({at leaſt )ſay ay it is 
in the.text. The love of Chriſt paſſetb 
hnowl: dee. 4 

An(w. For that I ſhall offer ſome 
| dire&ions, as concerning the means 
and helps how you may obtain the 
knowledge. of the Jove of Chriſt ; 
And alſo as concerning the manner 
how we ſhould carry our ſelves in 
| that ſhudy. | | 
| Firſt, For the meanes,l ſhall name 


and imperfe&t knowledge of the | 


value., then the high and perfe&| 
knowledge 1of Tenne, thouſand | 


knowledge "thereof fully ; yet I| 
may be able to attaine ſo much, | 
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theſe particulars, 
Firſt, Be much coxverſant in reading 
of tbe Goſpel, How ever the dible 
in general,doth give teſtimony con+ 
cerning the perjoy of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and alſo in ſome mealture concern - 
ing kis afe&ion to the Saints; yet 
the GoſpelKof all parts of the bible) 
doth in a more ample, cleare, and ſa- 
tisfaflory way, hold out the love of 
baltvers That which 


' 


| 


| Chrift to 


© ————_—_ — — A 
by 


all che Prophets ſpake of him, or 
of his love, is fo alkgoricall and fo 
darkly, as that it'is not cafie (at 
leaſt for every one) *to obſerve the 
light of Chriſts love, fo clearly 
ſhining in ther, Indeed the ſusſbine 
ofChriſts love,is in the firmament of 
the oldTeſtament,but ag it is there,ir 
is much cloyded8&:much vaited. But in 
the Firmament of the zew Teſtament 
it ſhineth in its ful Lrizbtneſſe,/ luſter, 
and glory, And therefore be moſt 
converſant inreading of it. And 
while you read the Gofpel, be- ſire 
to carry this along withyou,that al 
that which you ſhall read there, ei. 


| 


ther 


——_— | 
4 


In 


{ 


therefore know the father moſt, 


ſome of Jeſus Chriſt, that thou 
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love to belzevers. 


know the love of Chriſt, be'-ſare 
to labour te get mto the b;ſome of Chyiſt; 
that ſoul knowerh liccle at Chyiſts 
loveiin the power, and ſweetnelle; 
and : ſpirituality thereof: ; 'who 
knoweth onely Chriſt. in his: bead, 
as being wichout him., . and'is'a 
ſtranger to the knowledge of Chriſt 
in his beart, as being in bime: La- 
bour therefore to have Chriſt reves- 
led in thee ( as Paul ſpeakes of him- 
ſelfe) otherwiſe all that knowledge 
which thou haſt of the love of 
Chriſt, will be to little or no pur- 
poſe. Looke as Jeſas Chriſt did 


becauſe ( as the Scripture ſaith) hee 
lay in the fathers boſome, In like man- 


| ther in the life,or deatb of Chriſt, ſtill, 
to be underſtood, as a demonſtration of bis | 


Secondly, If thou wouldeſt 


ner do thou labour to be in the bo. | 


mayeſt the berter know what is his 
love to beleevere. 


Thirdly, Conſult with belecvers, 
| R 4 Aske 
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| 


| hath read, or heard: ſomething of 
his love; but yet hath no experi- 
| ence thereof in his (oule. 


| thee; whilſt thon waſt in the ſtate 


— —_——— — — 


© 


Aske thoſe 9bje@5.ofi Joe, concern» 
ing the:love of. Chrift to chem. 
They chat have had experience of 
his love; can beſt informe thee. 
EF make go queſtion, bur that. a 
poor beleever, who hath taſted of the | 
lovi of Chriſt,' and in ſome meajure ex- | 
perienced the tranſcendent ſweetneſſe | 
thertsf,: is farre better able to helpe | 
thee in this great ſtudy of the love 
of Chriſt ; then the greateſt Schaller 
in the world is; who it may bee 


' 
| 
? 
| 
| 


Fonrthly, Study thine own experien- 
ces, Conſider the carriage of Chriſt 
particularly: cowards thy ſoule, | 
Renwinbes how, long he bare with | 


of natyre, I and an'enemy unto | 
him. - How long did hee ſtand 
kxoeking at the doore, ere thou didit 
opeiNHow Jong did he come woing | 
of thy ſoule,cre thou didſt imbrace | 
him ? How many wayes did hee 
take to work upon thee, to open 
rhine | 
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thine heart to ler him in, that he 
might love thee? How freely did 
ne tender love to thy ſoule, was 
taere any Other condition , on 


which he tendrcd hinwelfe to thee, | 
then thine acceptance of liiry ? Said Þ 


he not, when he came and knocked 
at thy dovore, it thou wilt open, 1 wil 
come in and ſup, and thy beart ſhall be at 
no Cot to prepare, Thave broug)t that 
with me that {ball feaſt thee ? Sayd hee 
not, it thou doe but jhir/t, come ard 
drixke, and it thy heart be. buc wit- 


l ling, eate the good things of my bo» 


ſome,and liye for ever: Thus mind 
thole experiences of Chrilts atting 
towards rice : Remember all the 
Feaſts of love which he, hath given 
thee, and by theſe chou wilt come 
to (ce, how good, how kind,haw lo- 
ving he 1s. 

Laſtly, Adie praver to all theſe. It 
is the choiſeſt wiſdome to be wiſe 
in the knowledge of Chriſts love : 
And if you lacke ths wiſdome, J«mes 
giveth you his advice, aske it of Ged, 
and if you aske 0! God a wiſe heart 

in 


— 
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| in this particular,doubtleffe he wil 
not deny thee ; for be giveth liberally 
to thoſe that athe; and upbrazdeth no man, 
then aske of him much:Beg of him 
a wiſe and an underſtanding heart 
{ to know the Iloveof Chriſt which 
{ paſſech knowledge Intreate God | 
| that thou mayeſt be taught of bim, to 
| know what is the love of himlelfe, 
{ and of his ſonne. As Chrift ſaith, 
{ every man that bath beard, and learned | 
f the father commeth to me; So every | 


, 


oule that the father teacheth, will 
ickly learne to know what is the | 
love of Chriſt to beleivers. And 
| chat thou mayeſt he able to know | 
the love of Chriſtin its luſter ; beg | 
of God to beſtow upon thee hix ſpi- | 
rit, Chriſt hath ſaid the farther will | 
give the ſpirit to bim that asketh bim, | 
And theApoſtle ſaith,asno man know- | 
eth the things of a man, but the ſpirit of | 
4 man whith @ iz bim 3 ſo none con hzow | 
' the thirgs of Chriſt, but the fpirit of | 
Chriſt, Goe to the Lord Jeſus, and 
remember him of his promiſe : Tell 
| bim he hath promiſed to ſend h5 | 


.. on | ri, 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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| ſpirit, and that when the ſpiric Is 


came, be ſhauld 1ake of Chriſt,and ew 
it anto the ſoyle, Intreate him chere- 
fore to ſhew his ſpirir, and intreate 
him al(o,thar his ſpirir wouldeome- 
with the'ſhedding abroad of his ove. 
Say, O! that the fpirit Would take of thy 
love, and ſhed it into me ; and (5 | that be 
would ſhed it abroad into mine heart, that 
I may be able with all Saints to compre- 


| bent the beight , «nd the depth, andthe | 
length,' and the bredih of the love dl 


Ebriſt,and that I may be abſe ale ts 
that love which paſfeth knowledge, 
Having thus hinted a few Lg 


as concerning the meanes ( how we | 


may attaine the Knowledge of 
| Chrifts loy* )) 1 ſhall now adde a 


| word or two concerning the man |, 


»er how we {hould behave our ſelves 
in the uſe of this mcanes, while we 


ſindy the knowledge ofChriſtslove; | 


and for this take theſe dire&i- 
One. 

Firſt, Be very exaf?, Exattnefle-is 
requitite in al fndyes, but efpeci- 


ally inthis: Gather up ( O belee- 


ver )| _ 
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| in this particular,doubtlefſe he wil 
not deny thee ; for be giveth liberally 
to thoſe that aske, and upbrazdeth no man, 
then aske of him much:Beg of him 
a wifeand an underſtanding heart 
| to know the loveof Chriſt which 
| paſſech knowledge Intreate God | 
| that thou mayeſt be tavpht of bim, to 
know whar is the love of him(elfe, 
{ and of his fonne. As Chrift ſaith, 
{ every man that bath beard, and learned | 
of the father commeth ts me; So every | 


, 


oule that the father teacheth, will 
ickly learne to know what is the | 
love of Chriſt to belcivers. And 
| chat thou mayeſt be able to know |} 
the love of Chriſtin its luſter ; beg | 
of God to beſtowupon thee bis ſpi- | 
rit, Chriſt hath ſaid the father will | 
give the ſpirit to bim that asketh him, 
And theApoſtle ſaith,asno man know- | 
th the things of a man, -but the ſpirit of | 
q4 man whith & iz him ; ſo none con know | 
' the thirgs of Chriſt, but the fpirit of | 
Chrift, 'Goe to the Lore Jeſus, and 
remember him of his promiſe : Tell 
| bim he hath promiſed co ſend 55 | 


_ ſpiri b 


rn, 


| 


wxthg this: Gather up ( Obelee- 


| 
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| firit, and that when the ſpiric is 


came, be ſhanld 1ake of Chriſt, and fbew 
it #nto the ſoyle, Intreate him chere- 
fore to ſhew his ſpirit, and intreate 
him al(o,thart his ſpirit wouldeome- 
with the'ſhedding «broad of his Jove. 
Say, 0! that the fpirit Wow!ld take of thy 
love, and ſhed it into me ;. and! that be 
would ſhed it abroad into mine heart, that 
I may be able with all Saints to compre- 
bent] the beight , and the depth, and the 
length, and the bredib of the love of 


Cbriſt,and that [ may be able alſo 19 know | 


that love which paſſetb HO 
Having thus hinted a few words 
as concerning the meanes ( how we 
may attaine the knowledge of 
Chrifts loye ) I ſhall now adde a 
word or two concerning the man- 
ner how we (hould behave ourſelves 
in the uſe of this mcanes, while we 


findy the knowledge ofChriftslove | 


and for this take theſe dire&i- 
ons. + 

Fiſt, Be very exaft, ExaQtnefle-is 
requitite in all tadyes, but efpeci- 


ver ) 


wn > 
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ver ) all the, crumbs a filines of 
this gold (Chriits love.) When thou 
readelt any thing concerning 
Chritt, be exa&. to oblerve the 
ſmiles of his: countenance,, the 
words of his lips, the gelturc of his 
hands, the corning of his eye, love 
doth thus obſerve them : 

Sic oculos , ſic ille mans, ſic ora 

. ferebat. 

Obſervation was made of gyes, and 
of bands, and of-ceuntenaxce ; z lo doe 
thou obſerve : be very curious to 
Tudy this love in all its carcumſtan- 
| ces, in all its doings, in all its demon- 
| trations : If ever you: would ſhew 
exactneſſe in any fludy , ſhew it in 
|cþis,, Doubclelſe the exatter you 
are in the ſtndy,. the clearer you 
will be able to comprehend Chriſts 
loye, 

Secondly, he lovins; Thoſe know 
moſt of Chrills love to ther , Who 
abound moft in love to him : Fohn 
ſgemeth;, ro bemoſt loving of all 
the Diſciples, and therefore hee| 
ſeemeth to have the greateſt know: | 


EA. ed. HW-«2 an #3wanſ 


ledge | 


_ 
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| ledge of Chriſts love; he was fo 
happy as to leane on the boſeme of the 
Lord Jeſus, and to him was revea- 
led more then to the reſt of the 
Apoſtles. Look, as that man doth 
but in vaine expe@ mercy of God, 
who is without mercy himſelfe; | 
ſo doth that ſonle in vaine defire | 
to know Chriſts Iove,who is with- 
out all love himſelfe : you may doe 
well co'obſerve the context, here in 
this 3 Epbeſ.17, 18, 19, v, The A- 
poſtle ſaith, chat you Being rooted, 
and grounded in love , may be able to 
comprebend with all Saints, what is the 
length, breadth, and depth, and beight ef 
the love of Chrift,&c.To be grounded 
in love, 18 an excellent way to com- 
prehend Iove : And -doubrlefle 
Chriſt will be very kinde in the re- 
|velations of his love, to thoſe in 
whom he obſerves the workings of 
love. 
Thirdly , be very admiring #n all 
the ſtudy 3 let all your reading bee 
mixed with admiration at every 
love pafſage of Chriſt ; it and me- 
Wee, ditate | 


" 
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| ditate at every word of love; ftay,and 
wonder; adore the glory of that 
light which appeareth in any beam 
ot love : And in the admiration oft 
that love which doth appeare, caſt 
thy ſelfe at the feet of Chrilt, and 
cry out, O the depth of Jove in 
1thee ! O the riches of the love of 
thy boſome! that ſhouldeſt thus let 
out thy ſelfe to beleevers, 
i -Laftly, when thou commeſt as & 
were ata ſtand, and canſtnor com- 
prehend the tranſcendency of this 
love : Imitate the Philoſopher, 
and caſt thy ſelfe into that: ſea of 
| love, which thou wouldeſt fain fa- 
| thome, or ſound, and arr ript able; 
| Let that love comprehend thee 
which thou canſt not comprehend 
thy ſelfe ': Emerge, and drowne | 
thy ſelfe, in that vaſt ocean of thy 
| Saviours boſome, and becauſe thou | 
art nor able with any line of thine | 
' co ſound the depth, finke thy very 
foule, that it may beable co taſte | 
chac, which chy ſtudy will not help | 
thee ſo much as to ſee, | 


| 


| I 
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I ſhall now adde buta word to 
ſtir you- up (in the uſe of theſe 
meanes , and in this menner hinted) 
ſeriouſly to oeodkrnli the ſweet 
ſtudy of the love of Chriſt. 

Firſt, I mighttell you, That al 


be very delightfull , and -very profitable, 
and you will have no reaſon to 


confeſſe their follies-in ſo doing. 
That well-deſerving perſon , Sir 
Phillip Sydney is reported to have la- 
mented upon: his death-bed, the 
miſ-pending of choſe parts which 
God had given him, in the penning 
of that well-penned peece, his Ar- 
cadia. Burt ſurely {belcevers) to lie 


| upon a death-bed, and to conhder, 


that although all thy time were 
(every houre thereof ) ſpent in the 


ſtudy cf Chriſts Jove , you will bee 
ſo far from repenting of it, as that 


| you will have juſt cauſe to rejoyce 
| in 


: LEI 


the time that you ſpend in this ſtudy will | 


thereef. Thoſe who have ſpent (or}, 
rather miſpent) their time inread- | 
|ing of the fine hiſtories of fained 
loves . have at laſt been forced to 


i" 
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th. At 


m'it, But not to urge this, doe 
bur g 

Secondly , - confider the- times in 
which we live®s How little love is 
there in theſe dayes! ſurely, the love 
of 21a2y #5 waxen cold ; though it bee 
preſſed much , yer ir is but little prg- 
Hijed; Thovegh all pretend to com- 
ptaine of the want of love, and 


| ſeem to prefle the exerciſc of love : 


Yer where'is the man, that maketh 


| ir the ſweetnefſe of his life, to let 
| others taſte the [weetneſs of bis love : 
} Surely while-there is {ach lietle 


love-among; men , it is but meet 


j tharwe ſhould ſtudy the love that 
{ ' Thirdly; eſpecially 'confeder the 
| fweemneſs that the knowledge of the love 

of Chri will bring to tby ſoule in any 


eaſe. 'Little:doe you Know what 
comfort is 'wrapped ap in the 
knowledge. of 'Chriſts love : How 
ofc doth'bat a:thought of chis, re- 
vive the ipicits of the fainting 
Saints, With what a compoſare 
of ſpirit, is a beleever able _—_ 

ave 


| have himſelfe in any tr 
' | when he knowetb,' that ch 


| 


love;nochin wo 
| the knowledge 

can be bitter. &* 
| we ſhall come unto, as the laſt 


|viz. to let you ſee, bow efficacious the 


t 
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ti 
his Saviour is without knowl 
Withour the: knowledgo of 


1 be ſweet ac a 


thing obſerved from theſe words , 


love of Chyiſt is unto the ſupporting f be= 
leevers in any WWibulation. 


th. tre. DNA, ls. Meth 


lovenoch 
is is that which 


| 


_ - 


_——— an wy rue 7 ow 5. 


Axd to know the love. .of Cbriii which 
paſſetb knowledge. 


2 FE that is but little 
Skilled in the knows | 
| 7 ledge of the face of 
2 EA) &3 eimes, may very well 

NEAT ſee that theſe times 


whexein we live, are | 
an lyerh upon e- 


42H” Cal 
yery creature; and woe hath (as it 


were)entered upon the Stage of the ; 


world, and as a very bloody part 
grey: / 4nd ' 


ſelves; ſome at on black, and; 
k diſconſ; js yea almoſt 5 i 


| hnow thetr Satrionrs levwe: 


—  __ ———— 


mourning, as being ſenfible of the 
miſery under which moſt of the 
world ac this day groans. In theſe 
times. therefore what can be. more 
(uitable to our thoughts, then. to 
conſider of that which may ſerve to 
ſupport our ſpirics : It is the wiſ- 
dome of ſuch as are weake, and 1y- 
able to faintings,- to carry about 
 thetn ſome cordial! or other to re- 
vive them. And tt ſhould, bee 


the ſonnes' of men are clad in 


(donbtlefſe che wiſdome of belee: | 
vers (whivare liable Awayesto tri-f 


"I 


— 


II 


which may keep 
 ingiumder theſt wiifatiog® 
| | deed onr Lord Jeſus*, bt 
this of his es NRA | 
nd provided, rich ; 
| =—_ tals rofupp wppore the 
| irjszodt [YG 
argithe enoebng 2) To: age 
ewhbipe! belerpets" As : 
| dials Wife on 2 nc 
wes 1: "ARE 
white 


Th: 


” _ 


"ey" - 


Fo 


 bulations ) ' to” hy in-fomething | 
i Tromr chin 
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A 


_—Q Occ 


the Saints,” but themſelves , take 
leave. to' - preſſe -and -urge great 
chings (as matters of faith,) upon 
poore ſoules (as if they had dominion 
over their faith.) I ſhall endeayour to 


— 


'ratherto ſhew my ſelfe a belper of your 
Cor 1.ult| 199» then « Lord of your faith : It was 
> [his indeed which Pay! was much 
upon, viz. the furtherance of the 
:10y,and comfort of beleevers': And 
| \ic is this which he drives at in theſe 

Swords in the'behalfe.of the Ephe- 
| '1ans,;, for fearing left the newes of 
;theſe troubles jp which hee was, 
ſhould fo far trouble the Epheſians, 
as:k0 makethem faint; he therefore 
bis knees, 'teitbe Father of #ur 
eſas Cbriſt , that he'would be 


5 the veof oo that ſo 
I'S cir ſpirits. may be kept from 

Gang $5. ber a the news of his, 
> 7 | acre, OWwne., tribulati- 
208 $ This ing <eeforp1be end 


GOES 


wo hd 


imitate. the '. great - Apoſtle Paul, | 


ried to give then the. know-| 
of tl bo 


TT ER > _ " . OE —OONS- 


au! prayeth to. God-in'the 
zebaltc of the Epheſians, [That they 


. 
- 
4 
. Y 
-- 


© ae AAPw 


mieht| 


| 


| from fainting under any troubles. 


{point in this place z yet that you 


[this feare of the Apoſtle, leſt they | 
[might faint , or (if you will). upon 


know theiy Sawiours love. 


| ſeth knowledge. I did obſerve this 
trine from it, viz, 

_ That the ſpiritual knowledge of the 

tranſcendency of Chrifts love towards bis, 

is of (pecidll efficacie to heepe our hearts 


I fuppole youcafily ſee both the 
foundation, and the prosfe of this 


may ſee both the: clearer, let me 
hinc theſe three things. 

Firſt, confider it , That tbe Fpoſtle 
ſuppoſeth, that tbe Epheſians hearts Were 
apt to faint,at their tribulations, Acthe 
13 ver, His defire that they might 
not faint, doth clearly intimate 
this » Far they were apt to faint, 
Indeed the children of faith , arenot 
| onely prone to feare, but are apt to 
faint in thoſe fears, «04 
Secondly , obſerve how upon 


his defire that they might not faint, 
he falleth to prayer, and maketh it 


might know the love of Chriſt which paſ- | 


his requeft to God, (whoſe alone roy- 
6 


—— we 
—— 


he 
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| ſupport your ſpirits. 


| reſt o thoſe things which be prayeth to 


| know the love of - Chriſt which paſſetb 


| alty is to ſupport the fainting ſpi- 
rics of all the creatures) ebat be would 
be pleaſed to keep them from fainting ; 
For' (ſaith he) for this cauſe 1bow wy 
bnees to the Fatber of our Lord Jeſus; 
(chat is) upon this delire of mine, 
that you mighenet faint; I bow my 
knee to him, who alone isableto 


Thirdly , Confider, that among the 


God for, in their bebalfe, that they miybt 
n01 faint , be prayeth for rh in the Text 
(asin the laſt place ) that they m-y 
knowledge. | 
And indeed, the very ſpirit , and 


| frength of all that , which the A-| 


poſtle had prayed for(in the former | 
verſes, in their behalfe) lyeth in | 
this laſt. And happily therefore it | 
was that he bringeth in this as the | 
laſt particular, being ( as it were)| 
that laſt cordial, which be prayed for, in | 
their behalſe, and if it bad failed, hee 

knew not ( as it were ) what to the of * 


God for them : This is as it were, the 


laſt 


tm __———_—c by 


CI rare. De 


AMC. 


| 


| Ta _— cart from {| 


| chat ſfreogrh of the inwar 
| che. Spiric? bug. the! ime enlo 
| twalljoy which 5x through him.,, 


| of the Lord doth give ftrengthy. 


0” OI "_— I — 


} 


know their Squtoutrdoe. 
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Laſt Doſes of, AR6Rycbr 51 ich fie 
helpe.nor che Patient, the, Baffaris 
at a ſtand, and. js rd 
knoweth. not, what elſe ta g! 
chat I Rok 3 Lo. mh 


nat onel 


export in it; 


yet, "that you : a 


» Ci his 


L will in aword {þ Rs you VR 


that the very ſpirits and ſtrength .pf 
the other cordials which hee., pre 


prayerh for, areas it were-wrapped 
up in this, viz. The kpowledge of ihe 
loye of, Chrift., For :confider., ;..', - 

- Firſt, he. praygth, that. they nigh 
be ſrrengthened,, in the inward, 
his. Spirit , ver, 16; Naw; 


my 


Wi: 


10. : Now itascalic. £9; DE 
irate, that the chicfe groupd upan 


p 


At this ; Of 
ords fors. Me gs: buc allo a' 
| great > and pl paeſe of ther wut! 


| 


: 


S 4 that 


| which the Holy Ghoſt doth. þxild| 
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in heme. Chriſt having promiſed to 


| ſend the'ſpirit as « comforter to belee- 


'vers (he faith) chat be((5.e, the ſpi- 
rit) ſaltake of mike and (ew uns you, 
Fobr? 16;ver. 14,6 15; Now what is 


/ there in all Jeſus Chriſt, of ſwee- 
[Gah 
« 


efficacy and power, which the 
piriv can) take, a declare to be- 


noW- 


 his"Jove , which'paſſeth 
rr Fas I: 


| be that which helps ro-ſupport thy 
ſoule from fainting : And if that 
working 'of the holy ghoſt be by a 
creation of divine joy, or brings 
y of divine comfort. And that 
ing of comfortin, the ſpirit 
depepds upon revealing ſomething 
of the heart bf 'Chieiſt ro the ſoule, 
therl frank needs be; that the ſpi. 
rit' of this cordiall, lyeth in the 


knowledge'of't 
BR, which 


W—_ 


—— - 
— _— 


have 0 _ 
So that if the ſtrengthning' of 
the 'inward\ man by the holy ghoſt | 


I, 


l tharjoy (which through him is in 
{the ticarcs of beleevers ) is this, vis. 
| the ſbedding abroad of 1be love of Chriſt 


Ictevers' then the —— of 


e love of Chrift,' 


7 BST 


W—_ _— — lt. 


| 
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which alone the ſpirit is} able co | 
bring-in, as it were-from Chriſts 
heart, and iſhed it into the hearts 
of beleivers ; for the ſtrengthening 
of the inward man. 

Secondly, the Apoſtle doth pray | 


as a meanes to keepe the -Epbeſtans | 


from fainting, that Chriſt mey dwel 
in their bearts by faith, 'ver.17. Now 
a very few thoughts will diſcover, 
that the ſtrength of this comfort, 
doth lye in the knowledge of 


Chriſts love, For whereas the ſoul | 


may lays ah ! but will Chriſt dwell 
in my heart? I would faine beleeve 
it, but what ground have I for ſuch 
a beleefe ? Hee is the bigb and the! 
lofty one, and I am meane and a poore 
He is not only the NT 
neſſe of bis fathers glory, \but the ful- 
ws of Ab fathers bolineſſe. And 
will ſuch a pure perſon as hee. is, 
come and'dwell in fach a polluted 
houſe as lam ? Thus the ſoule 
would, or might reafon ; but now 
all this reaſoning is quieted, and 
this doubting will bee cafily reſol- 


ved 


_ > — I EI” ———_ — 


pe. TOE We * 
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— 


.ved by the knowledge. of Chriſte 
love; for he that knoweth the love 


:;Chriſt isto come: into the, heartiof 
a poore beleever , and; how that 
daily and hourely, he, doth ſtand 
at. the .doore knocking. for en- 
KTANCE. «+1 > Th 

 » So'thay Lay, the very..ſpirits.of 


their quinteſcence , [lying inthis , 


'Chrit, * 1 IG 47 } 
- . Iris very plaine;That the knowledge 
:of tbe love of.Cbriſt, is of ſpeciall vertue 
ated efficacy 10 keepe the bearts of belee- 


: 


of Chriſt, knoweth how-willing 


the other cordialls, and as it were, | 


the knowledge of the love of| 


vers from” fainting under tribulations, | 


But I ſhall a little more demon- 
 ftrate this paint. 

.. Firſt ,.iBy: opening (iwpherein this 
bnewledge of the love of Gbrift doth con- 


', : Secondly, - By ſhewing wherein the 
ſpeciall efficacy of that knowledge doth ap- 
peare, for the [ſupporting of the ſoule, 
from fainting fits inthe time of trouble. 

And then in the cloſe of all, 1 


ſhall } 


CI - —— 


=— == 


*% ——_—— 


_ 
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trap their Savieurs lowe. 


— & 


ſhall make ſome. Ule and Applica- 


tion. '-. | 
For the firſt,»herein doth the know- 


ledge of Chriſts love confiſt, or whig | 


kind of knowledge; of the love of 
Chriſt. is it > which Kkeepeth the 
heart-from fainting. 

In. che :generall, I hinted it in 
that. expreſlion, the ſpiritual knows 
ledze of the love of Chriſt ; That bs, 
ſuch: a. knowledge of Chriſts love 
as che ſoul hath, by the revelation 
of the ſpirit, ating by the (hed= 
ing abroad of chat love,cven upon 
the ſpirit of a beleever. Looke' as 
the carnall knowledge of Chyilts 


erſon(the knowledge of-bims after the | 
fleſa- (as the Apoſtles phraſe is ) is | 


not ſaving, neither is it ſweet 3 So | 


neither is the catnal! knowkdpe 
of bis: loye. / Ic is 4he_ fpirituall: 


knowledge of his perſon, avdithe.|; 
| ſpirituall knowledge of his love,z;| 


which furthereth the everlaſting: 


happinefle of a ſoule hereafter, angd.;|. 
the {weetnefſe, and comfort vt a | 


ſoulc here, —_— 


But 


—— 


oO © 
* _- - - 
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| | But more particularly , 1 ſhall } 
| | hint ewo words for the explicati- | 
| on of the knowledge ofChriſts love 
what it is. 

| Firſt, Negatively, It 'confifteth 
not in the bare notion of it, All divine 
| knowledge ( whatſoever it be) is 
| | without any efficacy, if it bee but 
| | barely in the notion : Lookeas in 
F reference to duty, knowledge is not. 
effetiually imparative, to put the ſoul | 
upondoing, unleſſe it finke deepe | 
into.the ſoule(for the word falling 

among ſtones, and wanting roote, 

| did not ariſe up in fruite. ) In like | 
| | manner with reference anto joy , 
| knowledge is no way efficaciouſly re- | 
of ſtorative Calthough it be the know- 

| ledge of Chrifts love ) unleſle it 

[ fink down from the head, inco the | 
hearts of beleevers. But as the A- 

poſtle putteth the knowledge of 
| the glory of God the father ( as to | 
ſalvation)in this, viz. that God who | 
| commanded the lipbt to ſhine ont of dark- 

nes, had fhined into their hearts,2Corg.6, 


In like manner,hee putteth che ver- 
tire 


_—_— — Md. tn, 4 —— 
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ti. 


— 


| the love of Chrift ts the ob 
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know therr Sauiours love. 


285 


O— 
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tue of the knowledge of the love of 
God in making the ſoule patient 
in its waitings, (and byconſe- 
quence not. fainting in his trou-| 
bles)in this,that theLord would di- 

re& the Theſſalonians hearts into 1he 
love of God; the Lord ( ſaith he ) di- 
rect your bearts into tbe love of God , 
2 Theſ.3.5. wherefore then, this is 
the firſt thing by way of negation, 
( that you may know wherein the 
knowledg of the love of Chriſt doth 
not conhiſt) it int the bare notion; or 
apprehenſion thereof inthe head. 


— 


Secondly, and poſitively : The 
right knowledge of the love of Chriſt, in 
reference to the matter in band, I con- 
ceive cheifly doth conſiſt in two 
things. 

Firſt, In a particular application of 

7, dith. 3.e. 
that the ſoule ſhoyld be able to lay 
home that to himſelf in particular, 
which he underftandeth to be in the 
heart of Chrift,to every beleever in 
generall. The ſoul ſhould be able 


— 


to ſay of the love of Chriſt, it is 
wvine, | 


bu A 


—_— — — 


.- 


CE 
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pen — — 


mine, forelle. (as he ſaid ) quid he* 
mibi, nit mea? what # allthis tome» 
if it be not mine#In like manner will 
che foul ſay, what is it tome?if there 
be a rranſcendent love in the boſom 


ſhare in it ? Look as the preaching 
of the word doth not-profit them, 
in whom it is not mixed with faitb,( i.e.) 
in the particular application there- 
of to themſelves.) In like manner, 
neither doch the love of Chriſt 
comfort ay, if it be not mixed with 
faith ( i.e; ) particularly applyed to 
their own ſoulee, this is a faithful 
| ſaying { ſaith Paul.) tbat Feſus Chriſt 
came into the world to ſuve ſinners; of 
which Fam cheife, 1 Tim.1.15, Herein 
was the truth of the ſaying, that 
Chriſt came.to [ave ſinners,” but here- 
in was the joy and comfort of Paul, 
that he could fay I am cheife. : It is 
moſt clear, that the knowledge of 


application 2: Juſt as' now,, how 


hoyce (over the cordiall be, that 


1s 


of Chriſt to beleevers, if I have not a | 


the love of Chriſt is! comforting, | 
bat. the efficacy of it doth lye\in the | 


— — —— 


th 
L —— 
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a 


1s preſcribed by the Doftor,ic is of 
no comfort to cure the patient, if 

it be not taken ; In like manner, 

though the knowledge of the love 

of Chriſt be one of the choiſeſt cors | 
dialls which is revealed, yetit is of 
4 _ to the ſou], unlefle it be 
taken (3.e. particularly applyed by 
faith. This is the firſt hn has 

in theright knowledge of the love 

of Chriſt,as it is-efficacious to com- 
fort in troubles,doth conlift, 

\ But ſecond)y,It confiſteth not on- 


, ly in 'the particular Application, 
| | but in & ſerious Meditation thereof, be+: 


ing applyed. ' Application taketh the * 
cordiall { as'it were inthe mouth ) 
and lets it downe into tlie' fomach *: 
But meditation ſucketh out the ſweet- 
neſſe thereof : And: therefore it is 
faid, my Meditation on bit ſhall be ſweet 


| Pſal.104-4. Not only the knowing, 


and beleeving of it to be the ſoals, 
but alſo the meditation'is that which 
miketh/it more ſweet, -if the cor- 


dll which the paticiit'taketh, be} 


hte 


never ſo 'fweet, yet; if it be pit ont 
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1 heart from fainting. We will bee 


; then wine doth the heart of any | 


| againe, andnot chewed (as it were) 
or ſwallowed downe , it affords but” 
little refreſhing : In like-manner, 
though the love of Chriſt', bee ſur- 
paſſing ſweer ( yea and albeit it bee 
as it were applied in the generall: ) 
If it be not meditated upon, it will 
be. but of little efficacy to keep the 


glad , and rejeyce in thee ( faith the 
Spouſe) Cant. bn yea but where- 
in would they find them joy? it fol- 
loweth, in thy love : But how weuld 
they finde out the ſweetnefſe of 
that joy , out of that love? it is 
hinced in this, I wif remember thy 
love more then wine, The remem- 
brance, or the meditation upon che 
love- of Chriſt , doth. greatly re- | 
joyce the heart of a beleever, more 


carnall creature, | 
So that this ſhall ſuffice,as to the | 

firſt particular,viz. the declaratior, 

wherein the knowledge of the love 

of Chrift, as-it is efficacious to 

the heart/from fainting in troubles, 


{doth confift. Now | ; 


Io, re  ggrmI—_ 


| 


| 
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Now in the next place we ſhalj 


ſhew, wherein the efficacie of furb a 

knowledge , as this is (of the love of 

Chriſt) doth appeare, for the ſxpporti 

of fainting ſowles, and this we ſha 
ew in two branches. 


Firſt generally : The knowledge 


of the love of Chriſt will appeare, 
ia its effefting of five things, which are 


of great vertue , to beare up the beart 


that it faint not in any troubles, as 
now; | | 

Firſt, in that it freeth the ſoule,from 
thoſe doubts and fears , in which it is as 
bout its eterzall condition. There is a 
great deale of vertue in ſuch a free- 
dome as this is, to keep up the ſoul 
from fainting in troubles; uſually 
even thoſe that are faichfull, when 
they are in any troubles,ate fearfull 
of their eternall eſtate, and doe 
much queſtion it, But when that 


char fear is removed,and that great 


queſtion is reſolved, they are ex- 
ceedingly inabled to beare up, not 
onely in regard of fainting under, 
buc alſo cheerfully to goe — 
T a 


Em att tA. 


Beleevers. ſiudy to 


—— 


all cheir troubles. The example of 
that Martyr (Mr, Glover ) is famous 
for. this 3 hee much doubted his 
condition a little before he ſuffe- 
red, and there were a great marry 
diſpondencies in his ſpirit, anda 
great many faintings (as it were) 
{o.-that he did not carry. himſelfe 
lo.cheerfully as he would ; but af- 
terwards, wheh Gad was pleaſed 
to (hine in with the aſſurance of 
his Tove, and to free him from this 
doubt , under which he did faint ; 
rhen was he inabled not only to 
bear out from fainting , but to go 
our, and ſuffer with a great deale of 
joy, and cheerfulneſſe. 

Now. it is ealte:to ſhew how the 
love of Chriſt ſerveth to free the 
 ſoule from thoſe. doubts in which 
it is, about its eternall condition. 
He that knoweth the tranſcendency 
of Chriſts love, will be ealily freed 
from doubting about his conditi- 
on. The knowledge of Chritſts 
love in this reſpeR caſteth out ſeare : 


And indeed , the chicte ground of 
tis | 


— 


> uti 4 
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this doubting, is the want 'of the 
knowledge of the love of Chrift, 
when once the btleever is able to 
(ay, I know the love of Jeſus 
Chrift, and I know jt not onely for 
others, but my ſelfe ; then he will 
be able to refolve, What ſhould 1 
doubt ? Or who ſhould I feare? 
Sith Jeſus Chrift Ioverh me, with 
ſuch atranſcendenc love : And thus 
being freed from his feares, hee is 
alſo freed from his taintings. 
Secondly , An aſſurance of a re- 
ward; after all ſufferings, and wibklati- 
os ; this doth mig btily ſupport the ſoule 
from fainting under them ; therefore it 
was, thar Moſes did not faint 
( though hee were in affliicns 
| with the people of God ) becaufe hee 
was affured of the recempente of re; 
ward; Therefore it was that. Pail, 
notwithſtanding his gredt tribula- 
tions, was kept from fainting, be- 
canſe he was atfnaxed of a C rotwhe of 
life, which was laid'itþ for itt + There. 
fore it was that Felus Chtift, him- 
ſelfe, was inabled ro endure With- 


_ 
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our fainting , becauſe of tbe joy that 
was ſet before bim., Now the know- 
ledge of the love of Chriſt, doth ef- 
fe&, and produce this afſurance. 
The ſoule that knoweth how dear- 
ly Jeſus Chriſt doth love him, and | 
what tranſcendent affeQion hee 
beareth unto him,will with a little 
paines be brought to belceve, that 
certainly he will fully and glori- 
ouſly reward him; for all the tribu- 
lations hee endureth for him, O! 
ſaith the beleever ( that knoweth 
the love of Jeſus Chriſt ) albeit 
what I feel be ſore, and what I feare 
be ſadder, though my tribulations 
be many , yea and heavy too, yetT 
know I ſhall have a reward for all 
afterall, 1, ny Chriſt lo- 
veth me , with a love paſſing know- 
ledge. And thus the beleever will 
bee ſweetly ſupported from faint- 


Ing. : 
Thirdly, a full acquieſcence, for reſt 
in Chriſt, is very efficacious, to keepe tbe 
ſoule from fainting under troubles. That 
which cauſeth the heart to dil- 


pond, 
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{pond, and to be apt to faint, is be-{ 
cauſe it is apt to be tofled up and ' 
downe : An unſtable ſoule, is like | 
to the veſſell in the ſtorme withour | 
an anchor, toſſedup and downe with 
every wauey and every wind; there- 
fore itis that ſoules are apt to fret, 
and to faint, becauſe they doe not, 
and cannot reſt in God, Hence is 
that exhortacion, Pſal.37.v.7. Reſt 
in the Lord, ſret net thy felfe. Men'doe 
fret, and faint , becauſe they do not 
reſt in the Lord : whereas it they 
could doe the one', rhey would bee 
free from the other. Now the 
knowledge of the love of Chriſt , doth 
bring the ſoule to ſuch a reſting and 
quieſcence on Chriſt, O ſaith che be- 
leever, when I conſider how Chriſt 
loveth me ; how out of that love | 
rome, he will plead my cauſe for | 
me, and will one day make thoſe, 
by whom 1 now ſuffer tribulation, | 
ro come and worſhip before me, that | 
they may khnow that be loveth me, Apoc.! 
2.9, When I conſider this, faith 
che ſoule, then am I enabledquiet- | 
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| be ſo far from fainting under, or 


—— —_— 


ly to reſt my heart in Chrift, and 
to. ſallace ny ſoule in him, and to. 
fretting at my tribulations , as 
that I am able, in my patience to 

paſſcſſe my ſelfe, and to rejoyce 
4 Chrift. Thus the 'knowledge 


of the love of Chriſt worketh al 
reſting- upon him, and that reſt] 
Keepeth from QSinting: 

Fuurthly, $ treng! to of love to Tila | 

Chriſts perſon ſerveth to ſupport the ſoyle | 
from fainting under tribulations. Ja- 
co55 love to Rachel. kept him from 
fainting, under any hardnefſe which 
he did indure for her. And the 
ſpouſe being fich, of love to Chriſt, was | 
1nade ſtrong by that fickneſle, to | 
endure much, for Chriſt without | 
tainting. The Watch-men ou ber, | 
ard reaund ber ; the keepers of the wall ( 
tcke ber, and a%nſe her , taking away | 
ber vaile frm ber. : yer thce holds 
out, yet ſhe faints not at all this 
crouble, and why ? becauſe thee 
was ſich of love :for the Lord Jeſus : 
Thug ftcength of love to Chiiſt, 


— on — — — 


ne 
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keepeth a ſoyle from fainting un- 
der ſorrow. 

Now the knowledge of Chriſt 
love doth very facily, and : freely, 
work this : He that knoweth how 
tranſcendently Chriſt doth.love | 
him,cannot chuſe but at leaſt teally 
love Chriſt again, yea, and ſtrang- 
ly too. Beleevers ' cannot  chude 
but love him, whom they. know 
loved them firſt. Hence it is that 
(Paenix like ) gathering together. 
all the ſpicy ations of Choitts 
love, and (weetly-med tatingupen 
them ;, they can fterch tire out ot} 
all, and ſwcetly dye .in the flames 
of that fire, and never faint: O 
how eaſily 1 can the ſoule ſupport 
it ſelte-from fainging under tribu-!; 
lations for. Chriſt ,- while it- bur- 
neth with love toChrilt ? And-bow 
eaſie!,alſo is it for a ſoule nat on- 


ly to fetch fire-to kindle, bur even 
tcinflame:How alſo,whenit cankide: 
reth the tranſcendent love 03 {hriil 
to him, "R 


| 


Fitchly, Adde.to this inhe laſt 
T 4 place, 
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' from finking under ſadnefſe : 
| its ealte to gather up this con- 
clufion, that the knowleige of Chrifts 


| vine joy is ever efficacious 10 keepe the 


| 


——— 
— _—_—— | 


ſoule from fainting under trouble. There 
isa ſirengthening. power in ſpiri- 
tual joy, to keep the ſoules of be- 
leevers from fainting fits ( as 
was hinted in the beginning. ) 
Now the knowledge of Chriſts 
love, is that which is able to pro- 
duce that divine joy , and thar 
divine joy keeping the heart 


love is of ſpeciall efficacy for keeping 
the ſoule from fainting under trou- 
bles. © | : 

Now you have ſeen in a general 
way, the efficacy of the knowledge 


| 


argument, take it thus. 


| ward, after all tribulations : If reſting 


rit from fainting in times of trou- | 
ble. If you will ſee the ſumme of 
theſe five things reduced into one 


If freedome from feare about a mans | 
eternall condition : If aſſurance of a re- | 


of Chriſts love, to ſupport the ſpi- | 


>—— 


7 upon 


| 


———— 
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upon Chriſt in a time of trouble : Tf 
ſtrength of love to Chriſt, and alſo of di- 
vine joy through the ſpirit , be efficaci- 
ous 10 keep the beart from fainting under | 
troubles, then the knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt, muſt needs be efficacious, be- 
caule it produceth all theſe. : 

But now we have ſeen that freedome 
of the ſoule, 1 From doubts, about the 
eterralt condition, And 2 aſſurance of a 
reward, after all tribulations, And 3 
an acquieſcence or reſting on Chriſt in 
time of trouble, together with 4 ſtrength 
of love to Chriſt, And 5 divine Joy is 
- efficacious that way , therefore, 

or 

But now more particularly, 1 
ſhall ſhew the efficacy of this cordial 
( the knowledge of this love ) to 
heepe the beart from- fainting under 
troubles,in theſe 4 things. 

Firſt, In that the knowledge of the | 
love of Chriſt, doth ( eſpecial) in ſuch 
a nature as bath been diſcribed) go to tbe 
heart, and refreſheth the ſpirits of abe- 
leever, Therefore is any thing cor- 
dicall , and refreſhing becauſe it 


goeth 


c_m—_— 
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| | place, this conſideration , that di- 
| vine joy is ever efficacieus 10 keepe the | 
| ſoule from fainting under trouble, There 
|  [isa ſtrengthening. powerin ſpiri- 

tual joy, to keep the ſoules of be- 
leevers from fainting fits ( as 
| was hinted in -the beginning. ) 
{Now the knowledge of Chrifts 
love, is that which is able to pro- 
| dace that divine joy , and that 
| divine joy keeping the hearc 
from finking under ſadnefle : | 
| | its ealie to gather up this  con- 
| clufion, that the knowletge of Chriſts 
love is of ſpeciall efficacy for keeping 
f - ſoule from fainting under troy- 
<A ms "| 
; Now you have ſeen in a general 
way, the efficacy of the knowledge | 
of Chriſts love, to ſupport the ſpi- 
ritfrom fainting In'times of troy- 
(ble. If you will ſee the ſimme of | 
| theſe five things reduced into one 
# [argament, take it thus. 

If freedome from feare about a mans | 
eternall condition : If aſſurance of a re- | 
| ward, after all tribwlations : If reſting 

_ upon | 
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upon Chriſt in a time of trouble : If 
ftrength of love to Chriſt, and alſo of di- 
vine joy through - the ſpirit , be efficaci- 


troubles, then the knowledge of the love of 
| Chriſt, muſt needs be efficacious, be- 
cauſe it produceth all theſe. 


of the ſoule, 1 From doubts, about the 
eternalf condition, And 2 aſſurance of a 
reward, afier all tribulations, And 3 


time of trouble, together with 4 ſtrength 
of love to Chriſt, And 5 divine Joy is 
oof effcacious that way , therefore, 
C; 

| But now more particularly, 1 
ſhall ſhew the efficacy of this cordial 
( the knowledge of this love) to 
heepe the beart from fainting under! 
troubles,in theſe 4 things. 


love of Chriſt, doth (eſpecially in ſuch 
a nature as bath been diſcribed) go to tbe 
beart, avid refreſheth the ſpirits of a be- 
leever, Therefore is any thing cor- 
dicalt , and refreſhing becauſe it 


ous to keep the beart from fainting under | 


But now we have ſeen that freedome | 


an acquieſcence or reſting on Chriſt in|, 


Firſt, In that the knowledge of the | 
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| goeth 
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goeth to the .heart, and hath a 
power on theſpirits. As now wine, 
| bot. waters,[pirits and quinte ſcenges,@c. 
do theretore cheriſh; becauſe they 
warm the heart, & revive the ſpitits: 
Thus now the knowledge of. the love of 
.Cbriſt, becauſe jt goeth to the very beart 
1and reviveth.. the ſpirits of the 
Saints C which if revived there is 
1jno.fainting) therefore it muſt needs 
the ſo cfhicacious as it is. - As naw 
ithe feareof God, is molt ſoveraigne | 
150 keepe, fromevill, becauſe(as the 
| iphraſe is) ic 53. Put into. the heart, fo 
likewiſe che knowledge of the love 
; of Chriſt, is moſt ſoveraigne, and 
| lieflicacious to ſupport. from taint- 
ting under trouble, becauſe irgo- 
£th to the heart,, and cheareth the 
| |upicits.  Henceigthat phraſegf the| 
; edding abwad:the love of Godan your 
| \hearts. | 4 x 

" ... Secondly .,* This knowledge 
'of the love of Chrilt _ doth ap- 
l; ipeare to be efficacious > tg gkerpe | 
| 

— TER 


| 


from fainting under trqubles, in, 
'thatic maketh the faculties of the ſyule 
; " /a 


ER 


ey 
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ſo intenſe, Intenfion maketh inſeqs- | 


1ble, and ſo freerh from [ainting, 
Saul though he were oppoled , and 
much mocked of the ſonnes of. 
Belial,. yet being newly lifted qp to 
the Kingdome {was'o juteyje ypan 
that)that he did nozat all mind the 
ſonnes of Bel:al (much leſſe did he 
faint at thcir - ſordid carriage, ) | 
Some conceive that, tverefore Hien 
in a frenzie doe not faint at atty 
thing ( as others doe} becauſe of 
their intenfivenefle ; what was: ic 
that kept the Apo! ile from: faint-: 
ing in afftition-, but the Mehgie- 
eſſe of his ſpirit, about everlaſting 
and eternall obje@ts, For which cauſe 
(Gaich he?) F ge not faint, while we look 
10t at: things Pvich, are ſeen , but things 
which are net jen, 2Cor.4.cha 16,18. 


Pau} was 1o jntexſe upon bigher ob-| 
jects , thac he did not ſaint at.his 
tribulations. Now the knowledge: 


of the love of Chriſt. mgketh q 

ſouſe very intenſive in the contem- 
plations of all its ſweet dimenſions. 
Thus faith the ſoule that Knowerh 


the 


_ 
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| of men) ſhall hate and oppoſe, ſo 


| the love of Chriſt, O the beight, 
and depth, and length of tbe love of 
Chriſt 1 O that ſo great a perſon as Chriſt 
is, ſhould love ſo meane a creature as 1 
am | Ob that one who is not onely man,but 
| God, fovuld ſet his beart upon me , who 
am not onely amdn, but a worme; And 
thus now being intenſe. in that 
contemplation of Chriſts Iove, it 
is kept from fainting under tribu- 
lations, 

Thirdly, it appeareth that the 
knowledge of Chriſts love is effica- 
| Cious &c. becauſe it maketh the ſogle 
| to forget all the loves of men ; The rea- 
ſon why we are apt tofaint under 


to overpriſe the love of men. Did 
we nat ſer our hearts ſo much on 
the love of men, ive ſhould not 
faint for the want of that love. 
| What though men (yea all the ſons 


tribulations , is becauſe we are apt | 


| 


| 


long as I doe not prize their love, 
nor feare their hatred, I ſhall nevee 
faint. Now the contemplation of 


the love of Chriſt to the foule,doth 


worke | 


CC — — 7. -- > Xx 


EE a Ee os 


Mae tbbb£L 


hnow their S$aviours love. 


301 


—_— 


d — 
LE — L — 


worke this effe& upon the heart : 
It makech a man to forget all love 
of men. Peter forgat the earth when 


he ſaw buta glimpſe of glory in 
[the;Mount. Mans glory is not feen, 


when Chriſts glory doth appeare ; 
the light of the Stars is not ſeene, 
when the light of the Sun doth 
ſhine. And while the ſoule is taken 
up in the meditation of the love of 
Chriſt, which ue knowledge , hee 


doth not minde the loves of men, 


ing, at the want of them, 

Fourthly, and laſtly, the efficacy 
of the knowledge of Chrifts love 
&c. will appeare, in that ie bath « 
power to make a man forget all theſe tri- 
bulations which be lieth under ; we give 
wine ( ſaith King Lemyel) to them 
that be of beavy bearts, and ſtrong drink 
to bim tbat x ready to periſh, Prov.30.6. 
let him drinke and forget bis pover- 
ty, and remember bis miſery no more. A 


7 a » drinketh as ic were that 


wine, 


[IT 


and therefore he is free from faint- 


ſoule that can make application, | 
and meditation of the loye of 


| 


* 
by 
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wine , that *maketh him forget his 
ſorrows,and remember his roubles 
no more. ' Herice it is-you' ſhall 


ſo taten wp With the remembrance 
bf the tove'ofChriſt, that forgot I 
was in prifon: As Poul, when he wrot 
this: Epiſtle ' ( being a priſoner at 
Rome) /p was fo taken up with the 
love of Chritt , as forgetting in a 
'manner his impriſonment-; be pray- 
.eth-ner for bimmſelfe left be foould' faim 
at tribulations , but he powreth out by 
theart that way in toe bebalſe of the E- 
phefians rhat'they might nor. So that 
there is a divine, ſpiritual, intoxicg- 
"tiff. potycr in' the love of Chriſt, to 
cauſe a man not to minde;or tore- 
member the -tribulations under 
| which he 1yerh ; and ' farely the 
ſonle doth never faint under that 
which it doth forget. T7 

- Elnis now we have ghneover the 
(ond thing, and ſhewed you 
both generally, and partiedlarly, 
| wherin thepbwer of tlie knowledge 


of the love of Chrilt ( as it helpes 
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have the poore beleeveh fay » I was} 
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in keeping the heart from fainting 
under troubles ) doth conſiſt; we 
wil windup all in a word of Appli- 
tion; Now 


Uſe firſt, for Information , This | 


point(T bat the knowledge ofChriſts love 
is of ſuch ſpecial! efficacy ts keep up the 
beart from fainting under troubles:) Let 
us ſee what great need we bave to ſtudy 
the love of Chriſt. Men have much ſtg- 
died the nature of ſome Plants and 


Mineralls , becauſe they are of ſpe-- 
ciall nſe for cordial's ; you heare of 


what ſpeciall uſe for ſpirituall cor- 
dialls, the knowledge of the love 
of Chriſt is; Have not you ground 
then to ſtudy it? Paracel/as conclu- 
ding all to ]lye within the compaſle 
of his Sol, Sxlpiure, and Mercury, 
ſpent al-( or moſt of ) his ſtady, in 
the ſearch, and knowledge of 


moſt catbolical/ cordial;, not onely 
including all other cordialls, but 
the life that the ſoule doth finde in 
all other ; look as Gods love is put 
for all cauſes, ?0b.3.16. when hce 


| \ gave 
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them; The love of Chriſt is the | 


| 
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| why, ve # our life,Gal.2.20.Chriſts 


| gave his Son, So Chrifts love is put 
tor all cordialls, when the Saints | 
get comfort: Tribulation , . diſtreſſe, | 
perſecution, famine, nakedneſſe; perils, | 
{word; neither any, nor all theſe,can 
beare downe,when the ſoule know- 
eth the love cf Chriſt that loves 
him : Andas ic is the moſt Caths- 
licall cordial, ſo it 1s the moſt Home- 
gelial. Thoſe cordialls are of 
moſt efficacy, which are moſt natu- 
rall, and moſt ſuting to the ſpirits ; 


 Jove falls im with the life of a Chri- | 
ſtian , it is moſt ſuitabletoit, and 


' therefore moſt ſovereigne. Verily 


| 


[ if there benced of ſtudying that | 


which may be a cordiall to any | 
condition, there is neceſſity of ſtu- 
dying of the love of Chriſt, which | 
is ſucha Cathbolicall, and Homogelial 
cordiall as ir doth ſuit with the 
ſpirits, and as jt fitteth all the | 
croubles,, rhat any beleever may | 
meet withal!, 

Secondly,this Dofcine fpeaketh | 
lamentation alſo: How ſadit , to | 

ee! 
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ſee! that though'this love of Chriſt 
be fuch a cordiall to beleevers in 
any trouble, yet either, 

Firſt; they negle# it, and make no 
uſe of it, ſuch is their folly, that 
they have this precious price in their 
bands, and th doe not know it, ſo 
as to make ufe of it; what a ſad 
thing is ir, for the fainting man,to. 
ſee a cordiall at the beds head, and 
not to uſe it. 

Secondly, inſtead of ufing this, 
they uſe other cordials , who laments 
not 2 to ſee beleevers in theſe. times 
of trouble ; one while eying Coun- 
ee{s, another.while eying Armies; 
and in the meane while , not eyi"g 
tbe love of Chriſt (which alone is able 
to comfort, when all other things | 
faile.) It is lamentable to ſee how 
beleevers leave this fountaine of living 
comforts , und ſeth after, 'yea and dig 
| for ſiſternes, yea broke /iſterney, that 

nor'ta 


neither have, */ ' hold/any 
comfort in then ſt 1 I CG 
Thirdly (whict work of all} 


when Chriſt offers this cerdlathny fut'it 
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by. , and wilnit-take it. How often 

doth.Chriſt opey his boſomt eo the 
beleever? ang lets him fee love 
wricen' nm; the, golden letters of 
Free grace; aud beſeteheth the belee- 
ver to look, and live, to contem- 
plate i it, aid to take comfort from 
it. How often, doth Chrift ſay, 
Soule, Llove thee ; Love thee with 
an everlaſting love, therefore bave 1 
drawne thee into this wildernefſe of 
tronble, that here I mighe ſpeake | 
comfort unto thee, where none can 
belpe thee : Andyet lamentable ir 
is to; heare beleevers ſaying , that 
chey. will. not. belecve it , though 
thei logles might: bee comforted 


by: 
Miſe og belecrers, this cordiall point, 
eg {ep-you' all. a; weeping {that 
the love of Chrift | 
©, you w/e it net; bus | 
aſe dihtr.cordiols + That 


: & 

Sf ,pSpencth this cordial, 

you will not opex: your! mouths 

i thas; hee 6 ny 611 : chem 
Ieet +l, wie W! ole | 


” CC 


| fach refreſhing for your ſoules in 


| Doth he (as it were) bring it home 
co yuur hearts, and will nos you 


| bnow their Sawviours love. 
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Uſe, Thirdly be reproved you chil- | + 
drex of faith for 1bis fault. Hath Chriſt 

provided fuch a cordialt for you, 
and doe you negle& it? Is there 


his love, and will nor you uſe -_ 


take it? be reproved for your foly (O 
ye of lictle faith) fuppoſe the mo- 
cher ſhould provide ſome cordiall 
for the weake, fainting childe, and 
bring it to the .childe, befeeching 
the little one to rake, it ;-thar it 
| might live ; were not the childe} 
| much-to be reproved, if forgetting 
all the. mothers" care and coſt )) it | 
ſhould pat it by :-Ic is yoar folly, 
and your blame (O beleevers) who 
notwithſtanding all the care ( yea 
and the coſt of Chriſt too) in prepa- | 
ring, and bringing this cordial 
| (bis love) unto you , yet too'too | 
| often you put it by; atid (Ravbel-| 
like) becauſe your children ( creative | 
comfortz') are #ot 5 you will hot 
bee comforted withi this cotdiall 
or ppg erat 
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of Chri ſts love, 
Vie, Fourthly , letir be a uſe of 
direftion , to dire& beleevers Whither to 
gee for @ cordiall in time of trouble : 
What bave you ts dze with the waters of 
Seber.? Run you to the boſome of 
your Saviour ; why doe you ſpend 
your ſelyes to goe after the pudled 
{treames of creature ſweetnefle ? go 
you to the running river of your 
Lords love, drinke thereof, and be 
refreſhed, and be comforted in any 
calc, | 
ObjeR, I ſatth ſome foule., T would 
goe tbither ( as being indeed in a ſad 
| caſe, needing comfort) hut bew ball 

T doe to draW out the water of life , that 
is in ChriſtsJove, | 

Rep. Why what is thy caſe poor 
heart? what is thy caſe in which 
thou needeſt- comfort ? and for 
which thou wouldeſt go to Ghriſts 
[love? | 
Anſw. My caſe is fpirituall , my 

ſoule ix trewbled within : I ſee much /in 
but little grace, and this goeth to my 

heart, filling it with trouble ; how 
MM ſhall | 


— 
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— 


_ 


ſhall T improve Chrilſts love in this(_ 


caſe for a cordiall ? 

Azſw, For that (beleever)know, 
Chriſt lyveth. thee notwithſtanding all 
this, 1 belecve you, thinke that 
Chriſt doth not affe&t you, becauſe 
your finne is ſo much , and your 
grace is ſo little, Know fſoule, 
though the woman was a ſinner (in 
the City, and ſo fall of finne)) yet 
Chriſts love paſſed by her ſ1nne,and 
pardoned her : Chriſts love cooke 


the advantage of her many linnes, | 


| to ſhew much love to her ſoule, And 
itis his cuſtome , where ſins abound, 
there to make love ſuperabound. There- 
fore thou maiſt comfort thy ſelfe 
(O ſad ſoule) with the thoughts of 
Chriſts love, This love made him 
to ſuffer for ſinne, and this loye 
maketh him every day to pardon 
linne:yea and he will (hew the tran- 
ſcendency of his love, in paſling by 
the tranſcendency of fin, 

Objet. O but T bave not onely much 
ſinne,but little grace! | 

A. Be itſo (Obelcever) yet the 

V-.2 


| 


love 


( 


Ms. — a <>. _— A 
i SR — 


EE 


_ 


Beleeveys ſtud) to 


= Y  ——__————_S——— 


. | gracez but becauſche loverth, hee 


| at the conſideration of the tran- 
{| ſcendeney of Chriſts love. Ir is the 
'| glory thereof , that it pardoneth much 


| my ſelfe in theother, 


love of Chrift may comfort thee 
notwithſtanding ir. - Tbo i thinkeſt 
that grace is the cauſe of love , bat thou 
art deceived, it is be effedt of love; 
Chriſt loveth , not becauſe there is 


giveth grace. Grace is given in a 
rtime of love. Love is not ſhewne 
becauſe of grace; therefore com- | 
fort thy ſelfe (O beleeving ſoule) 


ſis, and thatit loverb little grace 3 and | 
ie'will work 16, that in time ſin ſhall 
be little, and grace much. | 
0h. 'O bur ſaith the poor ſoul, 7 
have boff Chrift. 1 thinke "there was | 
a day, in which 1 faw, that his love | 
was my life, and the conſideration 
thereof was my-comfort; but I have j 
loſt the one ; and ſo.cannot ſolace | 


| 


A. Why yet (b:leever) the conjide- 
ration of Chriſts Ive , may be a choice 
cordiall h:re, Didſt thou conſ:der,the 


vety nature of - Chrifts love aright, 
thou | 


cm. 
_— — ——_—— 


pn 
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ry thereof, that once bod, it can yever 
be loſt. It may be the Sun may bee 


it will appeare againe : But the Sun 
| ſhall ſooner leaye the Firmament, 
then Chriits love ſhall leave thee : 


ſcendency of Cbriſts love, thou woul- 


eth to withdraw himfelte a while, 
yet his love will ngt permit his 
withdrawing to be long ; yet litale 
| while,andyoy ſhall 39t ſee me: (It is but 
a little while that Chriſt is ſeem-: 


| you ſball ſee me againe. Chriſt 
knoweth your ſpirits would faile,if 
he ſhould be long away :: Love, 
therefore looks to it, that it ſhall 
never be ſo long , as in the lofle 


though thou mayeſt faint a litele, 


| thou wile know this to be the glo- | 
[ina cloud, and thou not ſee ig, but 


| Didſt thou bur alſo cov/der the tngn- 
deſt know that though Chriſt ſcem- | 


ingly loſt) andyet « little while , end] 


thereof thou ſhouldeſt faint, and|j 
dye. Didſt thou know the tran- | 
ſcendent nature of Chriſts love} 
thou wouldeſt know this, - that} 


_— —  —— 


yet thou ſhalt not dye ; Love will 
V 4 come 


"ELIT 


Tm _— am 
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| 


Ol 


——— —— 


come and revive thee; yea didft 
thou but confider the love of 
Chriſt aright, ir will be a cordial} 
in other particu/ars alſo, in that it 
maketh a large amends tor a little 
tarrying ; for a moments withdraw- 
ing, it lets out everlaſting kindneſſe; 
and it therefore departed for a ſea- 
fon, that thou mightelt have ir for 
ever. | 
0h, Obut faith the ſoule, I faint 
to thinke that T” bave lofi Chriſt 
through mine owne defe& : I have beene 
ſobaſe as todrive him out of my 
bofome ; and I-faint to thinke thac 
he will never come againe. 

A. Why (poor foul) thou art igno- 
rant of the nature of Chriſts tranſcen- | 


' dent T;ve': Couldeſt chou but know 


it, thou wouldeſt eaſily reſolve thy 
ſoule in this caſe, and fupport it | 
with a fweet cordiall; ſach is the 
nature of tranſcendent love, that 
thokigh you - bave beene foohſb to drive 
Chriſt away, yet it i ſo powerfull to briny 


| Chriſt againe. Tre was the folly and | 
the fault of the Spouſe, that though 


her | 


——_ D— 


i —_ _— 
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her beloved was knocking at her 


doore, till his locks were wer with the | 


dew of the nighe ; yer the fluggiſh] 

lay in her bed , Lay nd . <4 
him in.: Indeed he went away, that 
ſhe might ſee her folly , bat hecame 
againe , that he might ſhew loves 


rrau ſcendency, 

Ot. Nay faith the ſaffle, with all ' 
this I bave violated, and wronged com 
Jegalllve; and.che choughrs of theſe 
linke my ſpirit : 1 faint, and dyeto; 
chinke of this, for teare that Chrif 


Anſi, 'Stil I ſay ( beleever) didf 
thou bur know the nature of the tranſcen= 


' Will nor-paſſe by thoſe. 


dent love of Cbrif?, it would afford | 


thee a: cordiall in this caſe alſo : 


This is the glory of this love, that | 


it pafleth by ſuch violations.Ladeed 
the love of men will not, but the 
love af Chriſt will pafſe by this 


_ | foule tranſgreſhon , becauie that 


| vere. and ſurely (faith he Y « « wife 


Chrifts love tranlcendeth 'mens 
love. Theu baſt played the barkt with 
many lovers, yet rerurn to me, Ferem. 3. 


ITege 


_w— 


— a 


—_ 
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| 9 heve ou deglrwith me O bouſeof Iſ- 


{ how to-pardon the defilement of 
| the bed ot love. Indeed there is no 


| comforce, and to make thee. faint, 
{ yet, the . confideration of ,Chriſts 


| caſe. 


{ out, and ſay, how ſhall we dee 19'draw 


- treacheroufly departeth from her busbawd, 


re}, yet returne you back-ſliding people, 
.ond I will beale your back; ſlidings 5 O 
tranſcendent. love! which is in 
'Chrifts boſome., which: knoweth 


Heat , Þut didſt_thou 
know the tranſcendency of Chritſts 
 love,:thou wouldlt ſee ir to be grea- 
ter; then any failing of thine can 
conquer; 10 thatnow in caſe this | 
-feare ſhould be able to difturbe thy 


| love may fſupport thy ſoule, and 
be a cordiall unto thee even. in this 


Ohjed: But yet TI hear others cry 


41 joy out of this well of ſalvation. , How 
 fhall we make the conſideration of 
Chrifts love, a cordiall tous in our 
traubles, 

Bueſt: Why ? what are your trou-| 


bes (poor-ſouls) which make you 


ſtand } 


— 
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ſtand in'need of the comfort ofthis 
conſideration. | 

Anſw: I have loſt much; ney al, for | 
Cbriſt, becauſe I flood ro his cauſe, 
1 have loſ all the creatures, lands, 
and livings roo, ,yea,..and houſe, | 
_ houſhold too, &'c. I have loſt 
all. - 

Anſw: Bat yet can{tder Chriſts 
love, and.it will comfort thee in 
the middeRt of this .Joſle: Jt is: the. 
nature of tranſcendent love, ts repaireall 
| loſſes, @that dewblezin your Jand;you ſhal 
| poſlefle d:able, Eſay61 17. And therg 


Brethren 5 bowſe, or children, but lyve 
wil make up all that,as Luke 18.ver,'29, 
Tranſcendent love, ſcornesto ler 
any be a loſer by it, May not this 
comfort thee ? 

0b. O but Gaith another , I have- 
not- onely loſt all, but am ftil/ oppo 
ſed; they have ſtripped mee ro my 
change for Chriſts fake, and yer 
oppoſe my very shin  :, How thall I 
comfort my ſelfe with the confide- 


_ 


is to manthat bath left for Chriſt Parents, | 


| ration of Chriſts lovenow ? 


A 


4.Why | 


—_—— 


— 
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— ——— —_—— 


EIN Es. non aga— 


th. , . . 


| of good comfort. | 


| A. Why thus (poor foule) con- 
ſider , Chriſt will comfort as faſt as men 
| oppoſe; tranſcendent love giveth 
the ſoule anſwerable conſolation 
to any tribulation in which the 
ſoule can be. In the world you ſhall 
have tribulation (ſaith Chriſt ) but bee 
of good cheere, I bave overcome the 
world , and in me you ſhall bave peace. 
Tranſcendent love giveth a ſmils for 
every frowne , a kiſſe for every buffet, | 
an imbrace for every blow; this is the 
nature thereof, conſider it, and bee j 


0b. O but ſaith the ſoule, Þ have : 


not onely loſt all, and been ftrip- 
ped to thechange , but am brought | 
to the ſtake , how ſhall I fetch com- 
fort out of Chriſts love now, | 
A, Conſider thou (dying ſoul) | 
"Chriſts love hath provided a com- | 
fort for it; It ſaith, you ball have 
your life by thus lofing of it : You are 

in the way to ſecure your life ; 

by this you ſhall qt dye, bus 
live; thus faith cranſcendenc | 


love, beceuſe T live , you ſhall live alſo, | 
Toh, } 


F 
4. 
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winke with the eye, and into the 
land of the living preſently. 

Thus you ſee whither to goe for 
comfort in any tribulation, viz. to 
Chriſts boſome, and there you may 
finde in his love,a cordial],ſuirable 


| to any tribulations, whether with- | 


in,or without, ſpirituall or corpo- 
rall : Be direfted therefore upon all 
occafions, O you beleevers, to run 
to Chriſts love, and to comfort! 
your ſelves in the confideration 
thereof. 


Terror to Cbriftleſſe creatyres : you 
heare the conſideration of Chriſts 


Joh, 14+ v. 19. After one blaſt | 
into Chriſts boſome ; It is but a| 


Uſe, Fifthly, it may be an uſe of | 


AS 


love, is a cordiall , able to ſupport 
in any trouble ; but wretches that you 


| «re, yeu have no rightto it 3 tribula-| 
tien is for every ſoule that fixneth, Rom. | 
2.9, you will meet with tribulati-| 


on, Chriſtleſſe creatures ; ere long, 
divine wrath will come and viſit 


| day of the vifitetiontbereof ? Whither 


1 


youſurely; and wha# Will you dee in the 


- 
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p* 
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'will you runne for conſolation in 
the houre of your trouble ? Will 
you ranne to men , alas ! miſerable 


'wile:-ftinde chem to be : Men of a bigh 
; degree.are vanity ; end men of a lyw de- 
 gree area lye. Whither will you goe 
'in the anguiſh of yonr foules for a 
drop of ſweetnefle? Will you goe 
to duties ? alas, without, Chrift 


Chriſtlefſe, will nor know how to 
| manage durics,, foas to fuck com- 
fort through it. Will you fay you 


| conftrte you; you are told, Lut if an) 
be in Chriff, be-is a new creature, 
2 Coti$.17. Doe not ſay,l-am bep- 


name, who are: not beptiſed into his 


| pet/or ; you-wHll fay,you have heard 


'lrim preaching z# your freets, that. you 
' haxtearin hispreſence_( been as you 
ſay,at. the Sacrament ) alas poore 
 creattires | all this may be ,.and yer 


ble! therefore you Chriſtleſſe crea- 


roares 


they are but dry ! and you that are' 


are in Chriſt? the Scriptures will] 


you have no rightito Chriſt, Trem- 


comforters will they be, and ſo thou | J 


—_ 


— —_— 
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| t3jed; Many are. baptiſed into Cbrifts | | 


—__— 


| 


|] fares , his Tove is the cordiall in | 


may ſupport the ſoule from fink- | 
| ing in any tribulation ; but woe to | 


| fames of fire) will bee able to} 


4a. a _ . 
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trouble, theconfideration thereof 


you ! woe to yoa! you have no 
in that; what will you doe? what 
will become of you when Chrift 
ſhall appegge in wrath? It will bee } 
'in' vaine F: you to call to the} 
morumntaines to hide you from the 
wrath of the Lamb: It will bee in 
vainefor you to thinke upon the | 
creatures, nothing, nothing, will | 
be able to ſupport your ſonles.-Tndeed, | 
beleevers ( when he ſhall appeare in | 


= A M4. att. »” 


| comfort themſelves,” with the f 
knowledge of his tranſcendent | 
love; butalas, you who have no} 
righe to Chrift , what will you doe} 
in that day? you muſt doubclefle (if } 
you remaine as you are.) ſfinke in 
deſpaire, and dye under his wrath. 

Uſe; 'Laffly , I ſhall 'adde one 
| word of exhortation , arid" conclude *. 
In as much'as the knowledge of the 


—_ hat. CCEEECCOSECECRTTTY "_—_ 
«'* To_ 


love of Chriſt is of ſack ſpeciall ef- 


— -  —_—— - =— = 
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| ficacy { as you have heard):to ſup-| 
| port your. foules under cribulaci- | 
ons, then'be exhorted. ! 
Firſt, to labour, to be well acquainted 
with the love of Chriſt in the (wbſtance ' 
| thereof, in the circumſtances thereof, and 
eſpecially in the fulneſſe aud freeneſle | 
thereof, Read ſtudy, pray, doe what 
you can, that you may Be acquain- | 
ted with this love ; the knowledge, 
and conſideration, of which, is a 
cordiall in any trouble. | 
Secondly , labour to cleare it up to 
\ Jour ſelves that you bave 4 ſhare in this | 
leve, and a right to it. This is the cor- | 
diall of this cordial of Chriſts love, 
viz.for the foul to ſce thag itis this; ' 
fo much 1 hinted in the explication 
thereof : Eſpecially ſtrive ( poore | 
foules ) to cleareup this 3 know, 
you once had no part init, you | 
| were borne children of wrath , without" 
* Chriſt; Let it be your conſtane care 
therefore ra make it appeare , thac | 
;naw you haye a ſharc in that cran- | 
'[cendent love, which-is.in, Chrift. | 
' . Thirdly,, upon all occaſions runne to 


_ thy. 


aa 


— 


n wo 
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| their $ a UgOur's Loh: 


PIR 


of it ſuitable Cordialls for any 
troubles. . You' have heard that 
it will comfort ( and a word 
was hinted to dire& you. ) Now, 
up , and bee deing; and. in all oc- 
cations, labour that the lave of | 
Chriſt-may keep your ſpirits from 
fainting. 

Contider what times you are 


meete with tribulation.; I can- 


loving dealing from the world; 
neither can I aſſure you of. kinde 
dealing from thoſe who call 
themſelves by the name of Bre- 
thren' : Bat this I can affure 
you, If upon. the words of -grace 
you alt faith, and come te Chriſt, 
that hee will ſweeten your trou- 
bles. | 
You have heard, - There i« love 
in bis boſome for every bele:ver , and 
'bat love is of a tranſcendent na» | 


ture, | 


this Fountaine of love. Draw out 


—— 


fallen in', you may expe to | 


not aſſure you, of ſweete, and| 


You have alſo heard: how 
| | MH that, ) 


(| 


Fel-evers ſtudy to know "7 


\ [with you, yet you ſhall ftill 


- 7 


that, It concerneth tyou all to labour, 
and ſtudy for the knowledge of it : 
And now you heare, That if} 
[you dttaine the Tight and ſpiri- 
tuall knowledge 1þereof , it will bee 
uery comfortable'. ts» you in any| 
trouble, 

I beſeech you therefore, as| 
you prize your ſoules, . as you| 
prize comfort in tribulations, 
Beleeve, and labour to get al 
'part' in Chriſt; and then 'know, 
that let your condition bee 
what fie will: bee, however the 
World ſhall goc well or ill} 


finde a Friend of Chriſt, hee 
| will ftill follow you, with a 
fall, a free, a' cordiall , anda tran- 
ſcendent love. 

I have no more but this: | 
Let the conſideration of the | 
love that is in Chriſt to Be- 
leevers, and of all the com- 
fore that is in that love in 
any tronbles, prevaile wich 
you to looke after it, x” 
to 


{ 


thery Sawvzours loye 


to lay hold upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
Then ſhall you know experimentally, 
That the love of Chriſt paſſeth 
knowledge. | 
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Errata. 
The Title of the laſt Sermon ſhould have 
been ovee the fifth,and thac of rhe fifth ſhould 
have been over the laſt. page 17.1ine 25 judex 
for index; ſo in margin ib. p.3$. 1.11. light for 
heighr,ſo p.40.4.1.p 241.1.20.O for our, 
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